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them all, nor to anything like a majority of them. that there may bea 


[tis a que stion that 


litle doubt about the power. 
has been gravely considered. 
If, however, we authorize the President to do it, 


1 beheve the great mass of these officers to be true 


, who have done the best they could; and I 


mi 
am not here to reproach them for doing the best then there cannot beany doubt aboutit. The fact 
Sut there is a class of men in the |) that the law was_passed would show the Presi- 


they could. ] 
field and company officers that have got into the dent that there was an exigency for it. L believe 
service, coming from all the States, my own as || it should be passed, and administered by the Pres- | 
well as , Who are showing every day their | ident as he ought to do it, and as [ doubt not he 
incompetency; or if they are competent, thatthey | will doit. It will have the most salutary effect, 
do not try to do their daty—men who go away | and will spur these men up to do their duty, men 
from their camps and stay two or three day s. || who believe they cannot be court-martialed, that 
Why, sir, the quartermaster of a regiment stayed |; a court-martial cannot reach their particular case, 
away recently five days from his regiment. He || but who will then know that the President will 
stayed in this city while his regiment were twenty- || remove them unless they do their duty. 
five or thirty miles away facing the enemy. I Sir, it seems to me it is a great thing fora man 
have witnessed scenes of suffering in thiscity that || to have a company or a regiment in his hands tn 
have brought sickness and death upon brave and || acrisis of this kind. I think a man who has cem- 
noble men, through the utterneglect of officers, |) mand of a thousand men must feel that he has a 
that have made my heart ache, and broughttears |, thousand precious lives in his keeping, that he 
from my eyes:and every other Senator could have || must work night and day and watch over them, 
witnessed them, if he had gone among them. Sir, || sce that they are well fed, that they are well 
we owe it to the brave and true men, who are || clothed, if possible, that they are properly cared 
doing the best they can, and who deserve our |} for in health and sickness. I admit that a great 
sympathy and our support, and we owe itto oar || portion of them have done their duty, and | am 
country, to make these men, who neglect their |} proud to say they have done it, and will do it in 
duty, do their duty, or put them outof the Army. || thefuture; but there are those who have neglected 
itisa ma of humanity—a matter of patriot- || it. If you had been about the encampments here 
ism;and if I could to-day weed that class of men | during the last three months, you would have 
out of the Army, and keep them out of the men |) witnessed it. You will witness it in the future, 
hat are to be called into the field, L should per- |) and the fruits of it we have felt to a considerable 
form aduty for humanity and for my country || extent, and we shall feel them more. I say, in 
uch as no man of the age can do. | think, there- || calling these men into the field, we want not only 
men, but the most perfect and systematic organt- 


fore, that instead of-—— 
Mr. RICE. I should iike to ask the Senator | we can have. We want all the science 
and all the skill and all the fidelity that man can 


a simple question. 
rive to the great cause in which we are engaged. 


others 


ttar 
tter 


‘ 
{ 


zation 


: Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 


: Mr. RICE. In the case of the officer he has Now, sir, without any ill-will towards any 

: named, who was absent from duty for five days, || human being in this volunteer force, without any 

: { should like to know if it were not competent || disposition to undervalue the services of any man, 

for the other officers, or any officer of the regi- || even the most humble, I believe it to be our highest 
3 ment, to prefer charges against him, and have |} duty at this time so to legislate and so to admin- 
5 him court-martialed? || ister the laws of the country, as to require all the 
‘ Mr. WILSON. We can have courts-martial; |) men brought into the field to do their whole duty. 
a but we are in this condition: we have two hun- |} When they are incompetent, and have proved 
. dred thousand men in the field; we are about to || their utter iIncompetency, when they are neglect- 
| call more; and these courts-martial, as everybody || ful of their duty, when they spend their time about 
. knows, are slow processes to get along with, and || hotels, and in a manner that is discreditable to 
* very difficult. This bill only applies to the vol- || them personally, instead of being with their regi- 
| unteers, and not to the regular Army. This isa || ments and companies doing their whole duty, 
c more swift and certain process. Ido not look || they should feel that the eye of the President of 
ce to its exercise so much as to the salutary influence || the United States, their Commander-in-Chief, is 
d it will have upon these men; making them feel || upon them, and if they fail to do their duty they 


. that they must perform their duty, or they wiil 
4 be branded by the country, and the President 
will summarily remove them from the places they 


will be removed from the Army. 
Then there is another reason, and it was clearly 
stated in the committee the other day by the Sen- 


- so unworthily fill. || ator from Kansas, [Mr. Lane,] on a proposition 
t. Mr. NESMITH. I would like to ask the |! to allow the men to elect their officers in the field. 
y chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs || It was this: the men, after they have been a few 
‘T whether that power is not already in the hands || days in the field, know their officers; they under- | 
of the President? The President has power to |} stand them well; they know each other; and if 
it strike the name of any Army officer from the || they have an incompetent or unqualified officer || 
. rolls of the Army. These men are mustered in |} they know it, and have no confidence in him; and 
\ the service subject to the rules and articles of war || if, on account of neglect on his part, they felt hos- 
4 and the laws of the United States. Whereis the || tility to him, and such an officer was removed and 
° necessity, then, of passing a bill giving him a || taken out of the éompany, the company would 
. power which he already. has? || know the fit man to put in his place. Sir, do you 
- Mr. WILSON. There is some doubtaboutit. || believe, if these regiments had to choose their 
I think he hasit. I will statea case that happened || officers now, or had to choose them even before 
al recently. The commander of a regiment of men || this late disaster, that all the present officers would | 
- mustered into the public service was believed to | have been reélected? Many ef them would have 
y be unfitted for his place. His officers were nearly || had to step down into the ranks or gone out of | 
ng all against him. The Governor of his State asked || the service, and men in the ranks bearing muskets 
i him to resign. He said, ‘I will not resign, but |} would have taken their places—men who show, 
r, I will stand a court-martial.’’ There is nothing || even as privates, their fitness for command. | | 
y in that anyhow. It is like an impeachment of the || think, therefore, that this bill would have the 
o. President. Then the Governor of the State asked || effect to spur these men up to action; or if they 
ie the President of the United States to remove him || are removed the officers and men will now select 
-" and muster him out of the service, maintaining that || the best men they have got to fill their places. 
Ly he had the right to do it. General Scott was con- Mr.GRIMES. Itis my conviction, Mr. Pres- 
4 _ Sulted, and he thought he had the right to do it. || ident, that no measure could be introduced into 
+3 I think he can do it; but he may feel a delicacy || this body so well calculated to completely disor- 
at in exercising any such power. I want to clothe || ganize and demoralize our Army as the measure | 
ill the President with that power, so that he may ex- || now under consideration. It occurs to me as ex- || 
ercise it at his discretion, and everybody knows || ceedingly strange that the Senator from Massa- 
ne he would not exercise it as often as he ought to || chusetts, if he has heretofore discovered the con- 
ir, do. || dition of the camps about this city and on the 
to That is my answer to the Senator from Oregon, || other side of the river, which he has represented 
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to have been their condition previous to the en- 
gagement of last Sunday, did not propose some 
sort of legislation to reach that condition of things; 
that he did net introduce into the Senate some 
measure that would be calculated to improve the 
condition of these volunteers, for whom he now 
so much sympathy. 

Now, sir, let us look at this matter asa prac- 
tical question, and let us not be carried away by 
apanic. The Senator says that we are going to 
have two hundred thousand men in the field. If 
so, we should have two hundred and fifty colonels. 
If one if 
incapable of commanding his regiment, some offi- 
cer, and there will be plenty of them—the Senate 
ina bill the other day provided for the appoint- 
ment of five inspectors to Inspect the car , and 
see that the men are properly cared for—will 
report that incompetency to the commanding ofli- 
He will be ordered to a court-martial, and 
then a subordinate officer, a Leutenant colonel, 
will take his place. If he also is incompetent, 
then the major becomes the colonel, and you will 
rive to each of these individuals, against whom 
charges are preferred, an opportunity to prove 
that those charges are false. But if this bill is 
adopted, you are going to create complete disor- 


expresses 


of those colonels ts incompetent; he is 


ypsa 
pA 
i 


eer. 


eranization. I apprehend there is not a regiment 
about this city in which there are not some men 
dissatisfied with their commanders; and what will 
be the result? Why, they will approach their 
members of Congress, they will approach every 
avenue to power, to try to bring political influ- 
ences to bear against their commanding officers, 
not by a court-martial, not through a legitimate 
| tribunal, but through political influenres; through 
these avenues that reach to the presidential man- 
sion; and you will have clique after clique in every 
company and every regiment; and your whole 
Army will, in the end, become dissipated and 
| demoralized. ‘That will be the result. 
| Lam opposed to this bill, also, because we ought 
| not to confer any such power on the President. 
| It is said that he will use it sparingly; that there 
will be very few cases in which he will ‘exercise 
| this power. I presume it will be so. I have the 
utmost confidence in the President of the United 
States. I know he is a discreet, prudent, kind- 
| hearted, benevolentman. But we are establishing 
a precedent that is to govern not him alone, but 
those who may come after him; and Ll am unwil- 
ling to say that the commander of a regiment, the 
Lieutenant General of your Army, or any other 
officer, shall be deposed, that he shall be stricken 
down, that his character shall be forever blasted, 
by the mere edict of the President. As 1 have 
said, I consider this measure better calculated to 
demoralize and disorganize the Army than any 
measure that could possibly be introduced into 
the Senate, in my conviction; and I say, as the 
representatives of the people, and as the men whose 
duty it is to protect the Army, that we ought not 
| to confer such a power as this upon the President, 
|| The reputations of these men are in our keeping. 
I have heard rumors against this officer and that 
officer; but when they come to be investigated, I 
| have no doubt they proceed from some disaffec- 
tion on the part of some particular men under 
their command who think they have not received 
that favor which they ought to have received. Let 
the question be investigated; give the officer an 
opportunity to be heard before you condemn him; 
and do not strike him down, and blast his charac- 
ter forever, by the mere edict of the President. 
Mr. KING. I suggest that this bill had better 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
where all these questions can be better considered 
than in the open Senate. A bill, in my judgment, 
should always be considered by a committee, if 
it were only for the purpose of avoiding mere 
| verbiage. There are other suggestions of amend- 
ment to this bill, and I hope the chairman will 
| consent to its reference. 
|| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
| inthe chair.) Does the Senator make that motion? 
Mr. KING. Yes,'sir. 
Mr. WILSON. I have no objection in the 


- 


] 
| 





world to om ng the bill referred to the Committee 
on Military Affa I wanted to brine the mat- 
ter befoy Sena and to state the reasons fi r 
the Lill, | have Senat reflect upon them. 
Now, sir, asingle word before the bill goes over, 
in answer to the Senator from low 1. That Sen- 
ator thinks the bill will have a most disastrous 
result; and ke draws a vivid picture here of its 
effects. Now, I say to that Senator, with all re- 
spect—for I have a great deal of respect for his 
opinion—that some of the most eminent civilians 
and military men in the country desire rt; men 
who have been — yr the - % of battle, Governors 
of States. Yest ay [J a visit from Governor 
Sprague, who | dl two regiments tbe other day in 
battle, and who came espeet lly to see me in re- 


gard to this su 
Mr. GRIMES. 
Mr. WILSON. 
He could 


ject 

He had full power himself. 
Hie had notthe slightest power. 
not control aman in the They 
are in the of the United States, not in the 
service of Rhode Island. Hesaid that this power 
was of vital importance; thatevery day he felt its 


Service. 


service 


effects. He and his leading officers have made bis 
regiments pattern regiments; and still he said in 
those very regiments this power could be exer- 


cised by the President te mpevately with the most 
beneficial results. There is no doubt about that. 
‘There are milit iy men,eminent men, who believe 
that the power ought to be exercised. There are 
civilians in the highest position in the Govern- 
ment to-day who think this power ought to be 
exercised, and that it would have a salut: ry in- 
fluence if the President was clothed with 
power, 

The Senator from Iowaasked me, if Ihave wit- 
nessed what I have stated, why I have not acted 
sooner? In the volunteer bill the Segator will find 
a secuion prepared expressly to reach this case; 
but itis believed that the section Is not complete 
for the purpose; and therefore I have introduced 
this bill, on consultation with some of the most 


the 


eminent mee in the Government of the country, |} 


of the most eminent men in the field, 
who think it would be a wise provision to allow 
President to muster out of the service those 
who neglect their duty, or who prove utterly in- 
competent. As to the question of proof, of course 
the President will not do this thing hastily, or in 
a cruel or unkind manner; but he will do it on the 
proper proofs being presented of the neglect of 
such officers. 

Mr. RICE. Mr. President, it is well known 
to ~ Senate that faras my humble efforts 
ised heretofore, they were used for the pres- 
ervation peace 
1 belonged to the anti-war pi irty. 
however, has been brought upon us. ‘I ‘he 
disasters, calamities, and distresses that will fol- 
low, no man can foresee. It is not for here 
now, When the enemy within a few hours’ 
march of the capital, to look back or to indulge 
in personal remarks on this floor. Our constt- 
uents do not expect us to « xp nd the time given 
to us in making speeches. 
act. 


and some 


the 


so 
were 
of 

prevent war. 


War, 


us 


ure 


They have decided upon a war policy, and it 
is for us to say whether the war shall be properly 
proseeuted. If it is to be prosecuted, it must be 
vigorously, and itis for.us to furnish the 

ans, Ure men, and the money, and to leave the 
to the Administration. The President, 
his Cabinet, and the high officers of the Army, 
have been engaged for weeks in consulting the 
best military talent in relation to the prosecution 


done 
ihe 
details 


» that I did all in my power to | 


They expect us to 


of the war, and the best business men of the | 
country as to the means of raising money. They 


have perfected the details; and if we approve of 


the general policy, it is for us to give them power 


have no time to 
Democrat as I 


to carry out the details. We 
enter into petty discussions. I, 
am, will give my vote and my supportto the Ad- 
ministrauion in carrying out the details of 
policy, so far as 
concerned, 
In pursuing this course, | am properly repre- 
senting the spirit of the State in whose name I 
1k. Minnesota pursued no cold, calculating 
ps yhiey; but with impulsive loyalty she was among 
the foremost to tender he r gallant sons for the ser- 
vice of the country, and gall: untly they acquitted 
themselves on the field of battle. In the express- 
ive language of an emphatic Senator, who wit- 
nessed the dreadful carnage, they * fought like 
devils.”’ 


its 


sper 


the becessary War measures are | 


j 


tongue; nae individual cases of. courage and en- 
durance are described that have no parallel in 
Greek or Roman story. My course, then, is 
alone. I ve the aid of whatever 
port I can command to the Administration, and 
to the Gi in-Chief, to whom the eyes of the 
Republic are now directed with gratitude and con- 
fidence. The laurels are unfaded that have hith- 
erto garlanded his brow, and we shall dishonor 
the Republic’s Senate House if we fail to furnish | 
him with all necessary aid, that he may add tri- 
imphs to grace our history, to enhance his re- 
nown, and to restore peace to a bleeding country. 
In him and in the Administration I am disposed 
to yield a becoming confidence. Wecannottrust 
for we are notmilitary men. We have 
learned, from the discussions of days past, into 
what difficulties we have brought ourselves; and 
I trust we shall abstain from unnecessary debate 
and personal animadversions, and leave the con- 
duct of the officers of the Army and the soldiers 
to the Administration, who 
have a direct supervision of theirconduct. This 
is no time for us to be fiddling; it is no time for 
us to be swapping jack-knives when the ship is 
sinking. Give the Administration the power it | 
asks for, especially as we have indorsed its pol- | 
icy; and when Congress shall meet again in De- 
cember, if we find that it has been incompetent to } 
manage public affairs, it will then be time for us 
to look more closely into details, and apply a 
remedy. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. ILask, by common con- 
sent, thata bill from the House of Representatives 
may be taken up, which needs immediate atten- | 
tion. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 


in the chair.) 


no 


CQuivotr sup 


Tie ral- 


ourse l ve 8, 


to the generals, and 


| now before the Senate may be laid aside, and the 


| for paying them. 


bill referred to by the Senator from Maine taken 


.% : : | 

up. The Chair hears no objection. | 
BALTIMORE POLICE FORCE, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Committee on Fi- | 


nance re back, with amendments, the bill (H. 
R. No. 76) to provide for the payment of the po- | 
lice force organized by the United States for the 
city of Balumore. It is important that the biil | 
should be passed at once, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill may 
now be considered by unanimous consent. 

Mr. PEARCE. Has that bill been reported 
back from the Committee on Finance? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It wasso stated 
a5 “mg Senator from Maine 

. PEARCE. There hs is been no meeting of 

Mes Satins of Finance, of which | ama mem- 
ber. 
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| from my consent to its being acted on to-d; ly 


| ment undertaking by its authorit 


| time to examine 


By unanimous consent, the bill |} 
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the plan, as was the case some three or four we: ks 
ago. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not say that n 
sarily follows; but IT say the disehare: - 
police, leaving the city of Baltimore without an, 
protection, mz ay possibly lead to that, and prol : 
bly will. 

Mr. PEARCE. Well, Mr. President, | anne 
just received such information, and under th 
circumstances, I shall not make the ob jection to 
the consideration of the bill to-d: \y which I had 
intended; but | want to exclude any cone net 


\ 


a- 


lat 
I approve of the system of the military polic eof 
the city of Baltimore; of the s 


suspension of the 
civil authorities of the State 


; and of this Govern- 
j y todo that which 
1 believe belongs solely to the authority of the 
State. Neither do I mean to admit that there js 
any necessity in faet for such interference with 
the city police. I yield to necessity, to avert wh 
itseems to me, would be still more irritating to 
the people than this measure. | wish that under- 
stood, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will say that I had the 
consent of those of the committee whom lL con- 
sulted. Iam sorry I did not see my friend from 
Maryland about it. 

Mr. PEARCE. I think it was due 
concerned my State and its chief city. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Iwill, by way of apology, 
withdraw it now, so that the Senator may have 
it. 

Mr. PEARCE. I waive my objection 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish the Senator to look 
at it before it isacted on. IL withdraw my motion, 
so that he may examine the bill. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


tome,as it 


Does the Sen- 


| ator from Maine withdraw the bill? 


| whom I 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


Perhaps that will not be 
insisted on. 


The members of the committee with 
consulted—I did not call a meeting— 
agreed on one or two amendments, which are 
deemed very necessary. 

Mr. PEARCE. Will the Senator be kind 
enough to state what the amendments are ? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. They ean be read. One 
of them is, on the recommendation of the Secre- 
tary of the Treas sury, to appropriate $ $40,000 to 
enable him to increase the coinage of small gold 
coin, which is very much needed. Anotherisan 


|| appropriation of $5,000 for field signals. 


Mr. PEARCE. 
amendments. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 

The PRES 


i have no objection to those 


The bill may be read. 
IDING OFFICER. The bill is be- 


fore the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 


The bill was read. It appropriates $100,000 


| for the maintenance of the police force organized 


Mr.FESSENDEN. There has not been; but 
I have consulted some of the members of the 
committee, 

Mr. PEARCE. I must cbject to the bill being | 
acted on to-day. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Will the Senator have || 
the kindness to look at it, and see whether he will | 


versist in his objection? 

Mr. PEARCE. I have heard something of it. 
There is no necess ity for pe issing it to- day. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I can state to the Sena- 
tor that the time of the police in the city of Bal- 
timore is up to-morrow, and there is no provision 
The city of Baltimore does not 
choose to pay them in any way. 


Mr. PEARCE. It cannot pay them. It has | 
no authority to do so. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Very well; be itso. Their 


time is out to-morrow, and it is necessary that we 
should pay them, or perhaps they may be dis- 


| charged and refuse to serve, leaving the city of | 


Their heroism is the theme of every || cannon planted in the streets. 


Baltimore without any police at all, ‘and necessa- 
rily subjecting it to military discipline. If the 
Senator, under these circumstances, wants to put | 
the bill off, it is for him to judge; he has the 
power to in it by his objection. 
Mr. PEARCE. Iwas not aware of the fact 
that these policemen would be discharged to-mor- | 
row unless this bill were passed. It is rather a 
hard case; but it is a choice of evils.. If this bill 
be not passed, I understand the troops will be 
quartered in the city again, and guards placed 
around the public places in the city—at the Bat- | 
tle Monument, at the custom-house, at the post | 


office, and other important public points, and | 
I suppose that is || 


|. by the United States in the city of Baltimore, of 


which not more than $20,000 is to be expended 
in any one month; and the expenditure is to cease 
when the police are dismissed from the service of 
the United States. ‘The disbursements are to be 
made only with the sanction and by the authority 
of the commanding general of that military de- 
par tment. 
The amendments of the Committee on Finance 

are to insert, as section three: 

And be further enacted, That there be, and hereby is, 
appropriated out of any woney in the ‘Treasury not other- 
Wise appropriated, the following sums, to wit: 

To enable the Mint to farnish sach small coins as may 
be required for the public service, $40,000, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary. 

For the manufacture or purchase of apparatus and equip- 
ments for field signals, $5,000. 

And to amend the title by adding thereto: ‘Sand 
to enable the Mint to furnish small gold coins, and 
to provide for the manufacture or purchase of 


| field signals.’’ 


The amendments were agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 
and the amendments were concurred in, and or- 
dered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
third time. The bill was read the third time. 


Mr. POWELL. [ask for the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I desire to say, before I 


vote, that I shall vote against this bill, for the 
reason that I never have believed in the necessity 
of superseding the late police force. vot seeing 
the necessity for that, I vote *‘ nay.’ 








rd 


d 
d 
yf 
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The result was announced—yeas 29, nays 6; 
as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Browning, Clark, 
Collamer, Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Fos 





ter, Grimes 7 Hale, Harlan, Harris, Howe, Johnson of Ten 
nessee, King, Latham, McDougall, Morrill, Pomeroy, Sher- 
map, Sumner, ‘Ven Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, 


rund Wilmot 2». 

NAYs—Messrs. Johnson of Missouri, Kennedy, Pearce, 
Polk, Powell, and Saulsbury—6. 

So the bill was passed. 

The title of the bill was so amended as to read, 
‘An act to provide for the payment of the police 
organized by the United States for the city of 
Baltimore, ad to enable the Mint to furnish 
small go} id coins, and to provide for the manufac- 
ture or purchase of field signals.” 

EFFICIENCY OF THE VOLUNTBERS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Senate bill 
No. 44, to promote the efficiency of the volunteer 
forces of the United States, is again before the 
Senate as in Committee of the Whole; the pend- 
ing question being on the motion to refer it to the 
Committee on Mil itary Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. BROWNING. I am very glad that the 
bill is to take that direction. IT have no doubt it 
can be put ina shape that will be both acceptable 
and useful; but [ wish respectfully to invite the 
attention of the committee to w hom the bill goes, 
to the sixteenth clause of the eighth section of the 
first article of the Constitution, that they may 
consider it tn connection with the bill when they 
have it before them, so as to make it compatible 
with this provision of the Constitution. I shall be 
very reluctant to interfere at all with the bill after 
it shall have been returned to the Senate by the 
committee; and to avoid any interference of that 
kind, or any necessity for it, [ invite their atten- 
tion to that section of the Constitution when the 

bill may be before them. 

Mr. KING. Lalluded to that when I first sug- 
gested the question of the power of Congress to 
interfere in this matter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion to refer the bill to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

The motion was agreed to. 


NAVAL BUREAUS. 


Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire intothe expediency of providing by law 
that heads of bureaus in the Navy Department be appointed 
for a limited term of years. 

OBJECT OF THE WAR. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I ask the con- 
sent of the Senate to introduce a resolution. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate, That the present deplorable civil 
war has been forced upon the country by the disunionists 
ofthe southern States, now in arms against the constitu- 
tional Government, and in arms around the capital ; thatin 
this national emergency, Congress, banishing all feelings 
ot mere passion or resentment, will recollect only its duty 
to the whole country; that this war is not waged, on their 
part in any spirit of oppression, or for any purpose of con- 
quest or subjugation, or purpose of overthrowing or inter 
fering with the rights or established institutions of those 
States, but to detend and maintain the supremacy of the 
Constitution, and to preserve the Union with all the dig 
nity, equality, and rights of the several States unimpaired ; 


and that as soon as these objects are accomplished the war 
ought to cease. 


Mr. COLLAMER. Will the gentleman pe " 
mit me to suggest to him that the word ** waged”’ 
should be *‘ prosecuted.’’ It is not * waged”’ by 
us; It is ** prosecuted”’ by us. ; 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I accept the 
amendment. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The question 
1s On the adoption of thé resolution. 

Mr. LATHAM called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is that resolution before 
the Senate at this time ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I thought it was just in- 
troduced. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Tennessee asked for its present considera- 
tion, to which there was no objection. 

Mr. POLK. I did not understand itthat way. 
I am like the Senator from Illinois; if the resolu- 
tion comes up now, I wish to offer an amendment. 


Mr. COLLAMER. Ido not know what the 
usual course is as to the actual manner of present- 
ing resolutions. A resolution is presented. Gen- 
tlemen do not know what itis. I take it the first 

ding jis for information. ‘Then should arise 
the question whether the Senate w ill consider it 
at this time. In this case the resolution was 
presented, and the Chair announced thatit should 
be read. Itwas read. I do not understand that 
any action was taken by the body that it should 
be considered now, or considered at all. L inquire 
of the Chair what is the next step after presenting 


| the resolution? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
hastily said that the Senate had consented to the 
consideration of this resolution to-day. The fact 
indeed is, asthe Chair revises its recollection, that 
the Senator from Tennessee asked the consent of 
the Senate to introduce a resolution, and it was 
read for information. The Chair then inadvert- 
ently said that it was before the Senate for con- 
sideration, no objection having been made. The 
Chair did not put the question to the Senate after 
the resolution was read, whether there was any 
objection to its present consideratiow. ‘That is | 
the next step, after the introduction of the re ‘solu- 
tion and the reading of it, where the mover asks 
for its present en to inquire of the 
Senate if any me ‘mber ol rje cts to its present con- 
sideration, because it re quires unt inimous consent 
to consider it on the day it is offered. ‘That is 
the condition of the resolution now, and the 
Chair asks the Senate if any member objects to 
its consideration ? 

Mr. SUMNER. I do not wish to stand in the 
way of any desire of the Senator from Tennessee; 
| hesitate, therefore, to take advantage of the priv- 
ilere w hic h is given to eve ry Senator to mi i an 
objection to the consideration of his resolution; 
but I do think, considering its importance, that 


it is advisable it should be printed that we should | 
| have an opportunity of reading it carefully, and 
| considering it well before we act upon it. Ithere- | 

fore do make objection to its consideration at this 


time. I wish the Senator to understand that it is 


| with great respect for himself, and with a desire | 
really to do that which I think the occasion re- 


quires. [ hope the Senator himself will consent 
that it should lie on the table and be printed. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Ihave no ob- 
jection to that. 
The resolution was ordered to be printed. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. COWAN asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
45) to make an appropriation for the rebuilding 
and repair of the Long Bridge; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. COLLAMER. [inquire whether there is 
any business on the table? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Nothing re- 
| mains of a legislative character. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepvespar, July 24, i861. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srocxron. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Joun W. Forney, its Secre tary, notifying r 
the House that the Senate had passed a bill (H. - 
No. 64) to refund duties on arms imported | 
States; 

A bill (S. No. 42) in addition to the ** Act to 
authorize the e mploy ment of volunteers to aid in 
enforcing the laws and protecting public proper- 
ty re July 22, 1861; and 

A bill (S. No. 38) making an appropriation to 


pay the expenses of transporting and delivering 


arms and munitions of war tothe loval citizens of 


the States, the inhabitants of which now are, or 

hereafter ms: v be,in rebellion against the Govern- 

ment of the United States, and to eee for the 
| expense of or; aoe 2m into companies, battal- 

ions, regiments, or otherwise, for their own pro- 

tection against "domesti tic violence, insurrection, 
| invasion, or rebellion. 


| rye 

| The amendments were agreed to. 
i 

} 
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CONSULAR REPRESENTATION. 

The SPEAK ER proceeded to call committees 
tor reports, 

Mr. ELLIOT, from the Committee on Com- 
merece, reported back a bill (HT. R. No. 74) to tn 
crease the consular representation of the United 
States during the present insurrection, and asked 
to have it put upon its passage, 

The bill was read. It authorizes the President 
of the United States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to appoint consuls at any 
foreign ports where he shall deem it advisable, t 
the purpose of prevent piracy, with such « 
sation, not exceeding $1,500 per anuum, as |} 
shall think proper; to hold their offices, r 


ively, during the pleasure of the President; and tn 
every case such compensation to cease with th 
restoration of internal peace within the United 


States. And the President may, during the present 
insurrection, Increase the compen ation of any 
consuls in foreign ports, if he shall deem it ne 
sary, sous not, howe ver, to exceed the sum of 
$1,500 in any ease; but this pow r shall cease with 
the reéstablishment of internal peace 

The bill was ordered to be engross ed and read 
athird time; and being engrossed, it was accord 
ingly read the third time, and passed, 

Mr. ELIOT moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table, 

The latter motion was agreed to 

ARMORED SHIPS, ETC. 

Mr. SEDGWICK, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported back the bill (S. No, 36 
to provide for the construction of one or more 
armored shipsand floating batteries, and for other 
purposes, with the following amendments: 


Alter the word “ iron,” in two places, insert the words 
* or steel.”? 

After the word ** construction,”’ in the sixth line, add the 
words “or completion.” 


The bill was read the third time. 

Mr. STEVENS. I do not like to interpose 
objection to a bill re porte d byacommittee, butthis 
bill comes from a committee that is not clothed 
with the duty of making ap propriations. It has 
not gone to the Committee of the Whole on the 

| state of the Union, although it appropriates a very 


|| large sum. Weare appropriating, without mu: . 


examination, immense sums this year. I feel g 


| 
| reluctance to obje ct, but I would rather that it wer 


inquired into and examined by the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is too 
late to object to the consideration of the bill at 
this time, if that is the point which the gentleman 
wishes to make. The bill having been read the 
third time, it is now on its passage, 

Mr. BURNETT. IL think that that is a bill on 

| which we should have the yeas and nays; and I 
demand the yeas and nays on its passage. 

The y as and ni 1ys were not ordered. 

The bill was passed. 

Mr. SEDGWICK moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 

Mr. SEDGWICK also, ao the same com- 
mittee, reported back Senate bill No. 20, author- 
izing the appointment of an Ppnks int Secretary 
of the Navy, fixing the salary of the same, and 
for other purposes. 


The committee reported anamendment, striking 
out the provision fixing the compensation o f tl 
Assistant Secretary at the sea pay of a captain in 
the Navy, and fixing the salary at $3,000 a ye: 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill,as amended, was ordered to a third 
reading; and was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr.SEDGWICK moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agres d to. 

MEDICAL CORPS OF THE NAVY. 

Mr. SEDGWICK, from the same committee, 
reported | back Senate bill No. Ole to increase the 
me sdical cor ps ofthe Navy,and for othe r purposes, 

‘he committee reported an ame ndme nt to strike 
out the second section of the bill, which provides 
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that, in the present emergency, the President shall 
appoint, before the Ist day of September next, one 
pupil from each congressional district to be nom- 
inated by the respective members, and ten from 
the country at large. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The } ill, as amended, was order« d toa third 
reading; and was accordingly read the third time, 


} 


ea, 


and pas 
Mr. SEDGWICK moved to amend the title by 
striking out the words and for other purposes.”’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The title as amended was agreed to. 
Mr.SEDGWICK moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


SUPPLEMENTAL LOAN BILL. 


On motion of Mr. STEVENS, by unanimous 
consent, Senate bill No. 41, supplemental to the 
loan bill passed during the present session, was 
taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 


ADDITIONAL REVENUE BILL. 
Mr.STEVENS. I move that the House re- 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, for the purpose of corsid- 
ering House bill No. 71, to provide additional 
revenue. 
ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEER BILL. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Before the vote is 
taken on that motion, I wish to ask the gentleman 
to give way, to allow me to call up Senate bill 
No. 42, supplemental to the volunteer bill which 
massed this House some days ago. 

Mr. STEVENS. I will give way to the gen- 
tleman. 

On motion of Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, the 
Housg then proceeded to the consideration of 
Senate bill No. 42, in addition to ** An act to 
authorize the employment of volunteers to aid in 
enforcing the laws, and in protecting the public 
property,’’ approved July 22, 1861. 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

The bill was then read at length. It authorizes 
the President of the United States to call into ser- 
vice volunteers, either as infantry, cavalry, or 
artillery, to be organized as authorized by the act 
of July 22, 1861, provided that the number so 
called vut shall not exceed five hundred thousand. 
it further provides that the volunteers so author- 
ized to be called out shall be armed as the Presi- 
dent shall direct, and shall be upon the same foot- 
ing in all respectsto the corps of the United States 
Army, to be mustered into the service during the 
war. It further provides thatthe President may, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
appoint, for such volunteer force, such number 
of major generals and brigadier generals as may 
in his judgment be required for their organiza- 
tion, 

The bill was ordered to a third reading, and 
was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. BURNETT. I must go through the form 
of calling the yeas and nays upon the passage of 
this bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The bill was passed. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 


moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. | 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
ARREST OF BALTIMORE COMMISSIONERS. 


Mr. BINGHAM. 
from Pennsylvania to give way to me a moment, 
to enable me to report a resolution from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, which will not give rise 
to debate. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
tleman. 

Mr. BINGHAM asked leave to report, from 
the Committee on the Judiciary, the following 
resolution: 


I will give way to the gen- 


Resolved, That the President be requested immediately 
to communicate to this House, if, in his judgment, not in- 
compatible with the public interest, the ground, reasons, 
and evidence upon which the police commissioners of Bal 
timore were arrested aud are now detained as prisoners at 
Port McHenry. a 


I appeal to the gentleman | 


| dispose of. 


| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, I 
| desire to report a bill, and put it on its passage. 


man if he will permit me to offer an amendment 


to that resolution? 


Mr. BINGHAM. No, sir; I call the previous 
question upon the adoption of the resolution. 
Mr. BURNETT. Then! object to the reso- 


lution. 
Mr. BINGHAM. 
has thie 


AA. 
svat. 


Ve ry well; the 
right to do that. 
BURNETT. Ic 


adoption of the 


genueman 


ibout the 
withdraw 


nothing i 
resolution. ] 


are 
my 
ovjyection. 

‘The resolution was then received, and adopted. 

Mr. BINGHAM moved to reconsider the vot 
by which the resolution was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

CONTESTED ELECTION. 

Mr. DAWES. Before the motion is put on 
the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
to go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, 1 wish to ask the gentleman whether | 
it is his intention to remain in committee all day ? 
I desire to make a report fr6m the Committee of 
Elections Which will require but a short time to 


Mr. STEVENS. 
opportunity in the course of the day. 

PAY OF BALTIMORE POLICE. 

Mr. STEVENS. 


Before going into the Com- 


There being no objection, a bill to provide for 


ted States for the city of Balumore was reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, and 


. ' 
| read a first and second time. 


} of order. 


: ; oe \ 
| withdraw his objection. 
| Mr. BURNETT. I will, if the gentleman will || 

yield me the floor for ten minutes, to discuss the 


bill. 


| law and without probable cause, and incarcerating 


The bill was read at length. It appropriates 
$100,000 for the maintenance of the police organ- 
ized by the United Statesin the city of Baltimore; 
provided that not more than $20,000 shall be ex- 
pended for that purpose in any one month. 

Mr. BURNETT. That bill, as I understand 
it, as it makes an appropriation, must go to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of tlre Union. 
I make that point of order. 

The SPEAKER The Chair sustains the point 
The bill must go to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STEVENS. I hope the gentleman will 


Mr. STEVENS. If the gentleman will then 
call the previous question, I will yield. 


Mr. BURNETT. 





vious question is something I have no fancy for. 

Mr. STEVENS. Very well; then I give notice 
that I will call the previous question as soon as 
the gentleman has concluded. 

There being no objection, the bill was ordered | 
to be considered in the House. 

Mr. BURNETT. This is one of the extraor- | 
dinary measures resulting from an extraordinary | 
act of this Administration. The civil authorities 
of the State of Maryland have been superseded | 
by order of the President of the United States, or 
at least by the immediate order of the command- 
ing general ofthat department, under the direction, 
as he says, of the President of the United States. | 
A military police establishment has been organ- 
ized, in te of the express laws of one of 
the sovereign States of this Confederacy, without | 
color or claim of legal authority vested in the 
President of the United States, cither derived 
from Congress or any other power known to this 
Government. This is done, following another || 
high-handed act of aggression upon the rights of | 
private citizens by taking the constituted authori- 
ties of the State of Maryland, withoutauthority of 


them in a‘military fortress of the United States, 
where they are deprived of their liberty upon a 


| suspension of the writ of habeas corpus by a gen- | 
|| eral acting under the orders of the President of 


the United States, and that President himself vio- | 
lating the Constitution of the United States, which | 


| confers upon Congress alone the right and author- | 


i} 


Mr. BURNETT. I desire to ask the gentle- || 


ity to suspend that writ. And that does not half 
paint the picture. Then, when this military police || 


I will give the gentleman an |} 


I will yield the floor to the | 
~ . rn | 
gentleman at the close of ten minutes. That pre- || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| which is known and recognized as the Federal] 
| Government. 
| stitution of the country. 


| olation of the laws of the Legislature. 


| send me here for the faithful discharge of 
the payment of the police organized by the Uni- || 





‘ ) 


4 


_duly 


| tion of the laws of Maryland, and without any 


authority of Congress—upon the mere order of a 
military commander, General Banks—when a)] 
this has been done, sir, then a bill is introduced 
into this House asking the Congress of the U 
ted States to appropriate $100,000 from the pul 
Treasury to pay the men who have been put 
possession. My God! gentlemen, where is thi; 
thine to end? 
Gentlemen have again and again repeated 

we are in the midst of a revolution. We ar 
deed, in the midst of a revolution; not only a rey- 
olution against the authorities of the Federal Goy- 
ernment in the southern States, which is horrj 
enough for any American citizen to contemplate, 
but a revolution within the Government itself, 


We have set at defiance the C 
Men in high pla 
the Chief Magistrate of the United States hims: 
has violated the plain letter of the Constitution, 
He confessed, in his message to Congress, that 
he had violated that Constitution; and he justi- 
fied himself upon the plea of necessity. Yet, ; ir, 
resolutions are introduced, one after another, to 
ratify and indorse all his tllegal acts and violations 
of the Constitution, instead of the Representa- 
tives of a free people standing up here in their 
manhood and in their representative capacity, 
and, high as is the Chief Magistrate of the coun- 
try, bringing him to the bar of public opinio 


on- 


“> 


> 


| and there administering to him a just rebuke. | 


am responsible to my country and to those who 
my 
obligation, Lam buta Representative. Is his 
Excellency the President of the United States 
exempt from censure and rebuke at the hands of 
the people ? 

W hat is the condition of the city of Baltimore 
this day? There is a military police there in vi- 
There is 
a suspension of the acts of her commissiouers, 
who have been appointed properly, and who, so 
faras I know, or have been able to learn, hav 
been faithfully discharging the duties of their of- 
fice. Those commissioners, sir, are in prison 


| without authority of law—I may say in violation 


of the right of the city, and in de rogation of the 
sovereignty of the State of Maryland. Yet while 
these acts have been done, and are continuing to 
be done, the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means comes into this House—when thi 
well-regulated police of Baltimore has been su- 
perseded by a military police, with an army at 
the back of it, within the jurisdiction of a sover- 
eign State of this Union—and coolly asks us to 
take from the public Treasury $100,000 to cover 
all the expenses which may have been incurred. 
I tell my friends on the other side of this House 


| that there is a sleeping public sentiment North. 


I tell you, gentlemen, that you may carry on 
these acts, for there is no one. here with power 
enough to prevent them; but you will be heid re- 
sponsible for all that has been done here. You 
are writing, by indorsing and ratifying the illegal 
acts of this Administration, one of the saddest, 
blackest pages in the history of this country. 

| have said all I intended. I enter my protest 
against this bill, and I have done. 

Mr. STEVENS took the floor. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I want a moment in 
which to reply to the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. STEVENS. If I were quite sure of g 
ting the floor afterwards, for the purpose of stop- 
ping debate, I would do so. , 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will give you all the 
notice I can, if you will give me the floor. 

Mr. STEVENS. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I have 
desired, during this entire session of Congress, to 
say a word or two to my friend from Kentucky, 


t 
t- 


| (Mr. Burnerr.] More than any other man in this 


House he is responsible this day for the condition 
> . . ° i 

in which the country now finds itself. When he 
dided, by his counsel, advice, and codperation, 


fs ° ‘ is 
| the division of the Democratic party at ¢ harles- 


ton and Baltimore, he brought the existing sad 
calamity uponthe Union. Sir, lL have no regard tor 
your position. You have stood with the Repud- 
licans and have aided them in elevating Mr. Lin- 
coln to the Presidency, by dividing the Demo- 
cratic party; and now, sir, you make that th 

retext for breaking up this Government. I stand 


1as been put into the city of Baltimore, in viola- || here and declare that fact in the face of the nation. 





oe) 


1861. 


It is true, sir. 1 understand it as wellas any man 
jn this House or in this country. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not know whether this bill 
is richt or wrong. Lhave not heard its provisions; 
I have not heard it read, nor have I critically ex- 
amined t 


t 


its provisions. I shall vote upon the ques- 


A 





ion as the question deserves—if rij 
against it; but will the men 


standing 


t, for it; if 
wrong, soact who are 
up here day after day talking of viol 
tions of the Constitution and of the laws, while 
they seem to sympathize with those who aim at 
the complete destruction of our Government— 
and who set all laws and obligations at defiance: 

Mr.BURNETT. Will the gentleman permit 
me ask him a question? ; 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Certainly, sir. 

Mr.BURNETT. The gentleman from Illinois 
certainly does not mean to do me injustice. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ofcourse not. 
intentionally do no man injustice. 

Mr. BURNETT. Then, when the gentleman 
states that at Charleston—and I do not mean to 
go into a discussion of the matter—I was engaged 
in plotting to break up the Democratic party, he 
states that of which he knows nothing, for, sir, 
I had no agency or hand in it; and, if he will per- 
mit me to say one more word, I will tell him that 
when State delegations went out of the Charles- 
ton convention, | was the only man, I believe, 
from any of the slave States, who went into the 
hall and made a speech appealing to them to come 
back. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Lam not mistaken, Mr. 
Speaker, in the position Lassume. I found the 
gentleman there in association and coéperation 
with those who created distraction in that con- 
vention, and who did all that was done to destroy 
it. I stand here and say that; and for what I say 
I am responsible 

Mr. BURNETT. I say this to the gentleman: 
so far as responsibility 1s concerned, I never 
refuse to take it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. So he me God! [am 
responsible here and everywhere for what I have 
said. [Sensation and applause. ] 

Mr. BURNETT. So am I; here and every- 
where else. . 

The SPEAKER. If the applause in the gal- 
leries be repeated the Chair will be compelled to 
have them cleared. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
cleared if they violate the order of the House. 

1 do not wish to push the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky; I do not wish to press upon him. Sir, 
that is the furthest from my motives and from my 
purpose. I stand here to declare what I saw 
myself, 

Mr. BURNETT. 
gentleman from Illinois: that I will have no per- 
sonal controversy with any gentleman upon this 
floor. I have never had one, and I never intend 
to have one. If the gentleman desires a personal 
controversy with me, and to make a personal 
issue with me, then, sir, he cannot have it here, 
but he can have it anywhere else. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I say to the gentleman 
from Kentucky that I desire no personal contro- 
versy with anybody; but if anybody desires a 
personal controversy with me, so help me God! 
he can have it anywhere. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 


of order. 


I will 





I rise to a point 
I submit that, at this time of great 
public disaster, and with the enemy almost within 
cannon-shot of the capital, this personal alterca- 
tion does not become the dignity of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires that gen- 
tlemen will preserve order. E 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have stated to the 
gentleman from Kentucky, as I will state to any 
gentleman, that I am not in quest of personal 
difficulties. I do not desire them, but I shall not 
shrink from them when they are presented. Born 
in that land where it is no credit to say of a man 
that he has personal courage, I have carried the 
lessons of my childhood, learned in Kentucky, to 
my home in Illinois, and I trust I will adhere to 
them to the end of my days. 

Mr. Speaker, I have spoken of this conspiracy 
to break up the Democratic party and the coun- 
try, and I have said that the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky was init. I know the fact, and I will not 
permit him to shrink from it. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
from Illinois, once for all 





I hope they will be | 


I desire to say this to the | 


Let me tell the gentleman 4) ment, it is impossible to save it. 


| 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I know you were in it, 
and that is enough. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman yield 
rentleman from Kentucky ? 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Ido notyield. I have 
word to say, and I wantto say it to the 
other side of this House. This organi 
the Breckinridge party was for the purpose of 
destroying the Government, That was its pur- 
pose, and its object. What do we see? Without 
the aid and codperation of the men of the North, 
that party was powerless. The men from the 

orthern States who aided and encouraged this 
organization which is in rebellion, are at the head 
to-day of our Army. 
Dix of New York, and Patterson of Pennsylva- 
nia, and Cadwalader—all of them in this move- 
ment to break down and disorganize the Demo- 
party and the country. Why is it? This 
Douglas party furnished you one half of your 
Army. Where is your general, where is 
your man in command to-d iy who belongs to that 
uty?) Why is this? Elave you Republicans 
hized with this Breckinridge party? Are 
you sympathizing with them, and lending your 
aid to the men who lead our armies into misfor- 
I ask you to look. 

1 stand here to-day for the purpose of saying 
one word more. I have sp »ken with some feel- 
ing. Ihave spoken with feeling because I feel, 
and feel deeply. You have at the head of your 
Army a man who carried your flag through the 
war of 1812, and through the war with Mexico, 
with a strategy unequaled. You have sought to 
disgrace him; and you have sought to impair the 
public confidence in him. He fought this battle 


ration of 


cratic 


BY mpat 


tune and diszrace? 


Butler of Massachusetts, | 


over here, which was disastrous to our Army, | 


against his judgment. Whocaused it? You have 
forced it upon him. I tell you that, unless you 
rally around him, this great fighting Army at the 
North, which is Democratic, will not support 
you. I[ have no sympathy with General Scott’s 
political opinions—not a particle. When he was 
a candidate for the Presidency, | fought against 
and resisted his election with all my power. I 
would vote against him for the Presidency to- 


morrow; but | tell you that when you look over | 
the list of all the military men of the earth, he is | 


the greatest of them all. He fought the battle of 
Sunday last against his plan. The strategy of 
General Scott was the finest ever scen. If he had 
not been forced to precipitate our Army, he would 
have won a victory without fighting a battle. 

Mr. CURTIS. I would ask the gentleman from 
Illinois, who upon this side, what American citi- 
zen, has impugned the character of General Scott; 
and who is not now ready and willing and anxious 
to march under his banner? Who, on this side 
of the House, hopes to succeed in this great war 
without that general who has never lost a battle 
in the service of his country? 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 


ae = 


I will reply to the gen- | 


tleman from lowa. General Grecley, who, Ithink, | 


ought to be placed at the head of all your generals 
appointed by Mr. Lincoln, and sentdown to take 
Richmond, has assumed to command General 
Scott and the Army. 
such men, we shall soon get rid of this war. That 
is my opinion. I give you my opinion, and I 
charge nothing for it. 

Mr. CURTIS. You cannot say that I, or that 
any of my peers upon this side of the House, 
disapprove of the conduct of General Scott. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I have not charged thé 


I think if we can get rid of 


gentleman from Iowa with assailing General Scott. | 


i met my friend from Iowa upon the plains ef Mex- 
ico; he is a soldier; a man of military education; 
and he has seen the strategy of General Scott in 
planning those battles; and I shou!ld be amazed 


to hear him question any military movement that | 


General Scott makes; 
of my friend and of a few other gentlemen upon 
that side of the House, I have done. Again, I 


but when I have said that 


say, you have forced this bate upon General 
Scott, and it has been lost because you have forced it | 


upon him; and I declare before God to-day, as my 
solemn conviction, that if this thing is to be per- 


mitted to continue, you destroy this Government | 


forever. Istand here in my place and make the 
declaration that, if General Scott cannot conduct 
this war, we have nobody thatcan. Ifhe cannot, 


by strategy, skill, and courage, save this Govern- 


I have said al! I desire to say. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Now, in reference to the bill before you, Ihave 
but a single word to say. A very erroneous idea 
seems to arise in some gentlemen's mind about 
the dignity and importance of States. | have said 
to the Presidk nt, and l say to this Liouse, that in 
my judgment all this call upon th 


Governors 
of the States 


courtesy. It is 
nothing else, and in that way you get the worst 
organization you can pr ssibly get, My opinion 
is that the President should call for companies. 
He has the right todo it, in States, in counties, or 
anywhere else. The General Government, to the 
extent of the powers conferred by the Constitu- 
tion, is supreme. The Constitution recognizes 
no such thing as State sovereignty, except as 
subordinate tothat Constitution. Whenthe Presi- 
dent calls for troops in accordance with the Consti- 
tution, he has the right to call for them anywhere, 
and he has the right to move them anywhere. | 
make the broad assertion here to-day, that there 
is nothing in the Constitution that prevents the 
President, or the Commander of our rat s, from 
sending our troops anywhere in the United States. 

These gentlemen talk about State sovereignty, 
and the marching of troops over the soil of States, 
and things of that sort. 


for troops is mere 


How can the Govern- 
ment preserve itself unless itcan send troops any- 
where within itsdominions? Suppose it had oc- 
curred in the war of 1812 that a portion of the 
country was favorable to the foreign foe: do you 
mean to tell me that the Government could not 
have moved troops within their lines for the pur- 
pose of protecting itself? Str, this Government, 
for some purposes, is supreme. itis supreme for 
the purpose of its own protection. It hasa right 
to defend its capital—to defend its soil everywhere; 
and if it does not defend its capital and its soil, it 
is not the Government that I am in favor of. I 
will vote for a Government that can protect itself 
every where—with its armies; with its cavalry and 
its infantry. Gentlemen may refine and quibble 
about these things, but when* you come to the 
Constitution, there is no refinement there; there 
is nothing there thatdoes not permit the Govern- 
ment to send its armies everywhere for the pur- 
pose of itsown protection. Now, lam not going 
to talk further about these things. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I de- 
sire to saya few words in reference to some things 
which have fallen from the gentleman from Lli- 
nois in the course of his remarks. 

Mr. STEVENS. I do not understand the gen- 
tleman from Illinois to yield the floor for the pur- 
pose of making a speech, but merely to ask a 
quesuion. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I shall be very brief. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will yield to the gen- 
tleman from Missouri fora few moments, and 
then I shall soon be through. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The point to which 
I desire to call the attention of the gentleman from 
Illinois and of the House is, to that portion of his 
remarks in which he has called in question the 
present Administration for the appointment of 
General Butler and General Patterson and Gen- 
eral Cadwalader and other gener ils belonging io 
the Breckinridge party, as I understood him. 
Two of those gentlemen were appoint d by the 
Administration, and I believe the gentleman is 
correct in saying that they supported Mr. Breck- 
inridge in the last presidential contest. But Gen- 
eral Butler came here as a brigadier general from 
the State of Massachusetts. It was the State of 
Massachusetts that first conferred that honor upon 
him. He was promoted a major general for his 


| services in Baltimore, in putting down the mob 


of the 19th of April, and for the executive ability 
which he displayed in his command in Baltimore; 
and as I understand, General Patterson was se- 
lected upon the advice and recommendation of 
General Scott himself. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Permit metosaya word, 


I said that you had four generals appointed from 


| the Breckinridge party, without complaining of it, 


while there had been none appointed from the 
Douglas party. My complaint was not against 


| the appointment; but I stated the fact that four 


Breckinridge generals were appointed, and no man 
who supported Judge Dougias had any place. 
Mr. PP AIR, of Missouri. I think there will 
be a chance yet for all the Douglas men who are 
qualified to be brigadier generals and major gen- 


On this matter || erals; and | imagine the gentleman himself would 


|| be amongst the first and best. 
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Now, there 1 in the 
remarks which I desire to notice—that in regard 
The gentleman alleges that 
General Scott was driven into this battle the other 
day by some of the persons upon this side of the 
House, as I understood him. Now, there 
been nothing said of Gr neral Scott here so di rov- 


another point 


to Greneral Scott. 


has 


ator 
has ls he fit to command the Army of 
the United States if he can be forced intoa battle 
when he prepared for it, and against his 
own best inhale nt, by the outeries of outsiders, 
as the gentleman hase haracterized them? Noone 
here has attempted to traduce or say aughtagainst 
General Scott, except the gentleman himself, and 
he has levele d at him acharge which is derog- 
atory to him in the very highest decree. 


ullere d. 


is not 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Well, I take it back, 
if have. [Great laughter.) 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. If he takes it back, 


I have nothing further to say upon the matter. 


Mr. STEVENS. I believe the gentleman from | 
Illinois has done. { 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I will conclude in about | 


a minute. | believe the gentleman from Missouri 
has taken issue with me upon the fact that Gen- 
eral Scott was forced to fight this battle. I will 
tell the gentleman what occurred yesterday morn- 
ing in the presence of my friends McCLernanp, 
Logan, and Wasuoburnge, of Illinois, and also in 
the of the President of the United States 
and the Secretary of War. I will try and repeat 
what was said. General Scott s: aud: ‘6 Sir, [am 
the greatest coward in America.’ 
seat immediately. said he, ** I will 
prove it; | have fought this battle » Sir, ag vainst my 
judgment; | think ‘the President of the United 
States ought to remove me to-day for doing it; 
God 1s 
ined to fight it, I did all in my power to make the 
Army efficient. 
not stand up, when my army was notin 1 condition 
for fighting, and resist it to the last.”’ If the gen- 
tleman controverts what I say, I furnish the evi- 
, the proof. Here are the gentlemen present 
who heard this conversation. ‘There is your Sec- 
retary of War and your President. He said that 
he ought to be removed because he had fought the 
battle against his judgment. I stand here to vin- 
dicate him. 

I am indebted to the gentleman from Missouri 
for the compliment which he has passed upon 
me. I desire to say for myself, that I stand 
here the remains of three generations that have 
fallen in battle. The bones of my father and 
grandfather bleach upon the battle-fields where 
they fell beneath the flag of my country. I have 
stood beneath its folds at home and abroad in the 
storm of battle, and, with God’s blessing, I will 
stand beneath it to the end, and defend it with 
my life against foreign or domestic foe. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. 


referred to that conversation, l hope he will state 


presence 


** Stop, sir,” 


dk nce 


As my colleague has | 


to the House what the President said to General 
Scott. | 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I will state it. The 


President said, ** Your conversation seems to im- 
ply that I foreed you to fight this battle.”’ Gen- 
eral Scott then said, ‘* I have never served a Pres- 
ident who has been kinder to me than you have 
been.’’ But, sir, he did not relieve the Cabinet 
from the imputation of having forced him to fight 
this battle. 
Lincoln personally; and, Mr. Speaker, standing 
here in my place, I desire to say of Abraham 
Lincoln—and | have known him from boyhood’s 
hour ull now—if you let him alone, he is an 
honest man; but I am afraid he has not the will 
to stand up against the wily politicians who 
surround him and knead him to their purposes. 

Mr. STEVENS obtained the floor. 

Mr. BURNETT. I appeal to the gentleman’s 


fairness and justice to yield me the floor for a | 


moment or two. 
Mr. STEVENS. I cannot yield any further. 
My good nature has brought upon the House a 


scene which they regret, and which I am sure | 


the gentleman must regret himself. 

Mr. BURNETT. That is true. No man feels 
more regret at it than Ido; but I am not respons- 
ible for it. I hope the gentleman will yield me 
the floor for a few moments. 


Mr. STEVENS 
yield to some other gentleman to reply to him. 


If I yield to him, I must | 


He paid a compliment to President | 


y to himas that which the gentleman himself | 


> | rose from my 


as | 
smy judge, after my superiors had determ- | 


1 deserve removal because I did | 


THE 


rentleman’s 


CONGR ESSION 


AL GLOBE. 


Mr. BURNETT. I will say nothinsthenasill 
make it necessary. 
Mr. STEVENS. I cannot do it. This bill | 


discussion: 
the House 
y ield, when I was about to call the previous ques- 
tion, 1 should have refused him; but, sir, 1 deemed 
it proper to yield to the ge »ntleman from Ken- 
tuecky when I would not have granted the same 
indulgence to any gentleman upon this side of 
the House; because I deem it proper to give the 
largest privileges to a very small minority, and 
especially when that minority is founded upon 
the most odious and detestable principle s. Itis 


did not require 


upon this side of 


for this reason that | have always yte ded to the | 
that he might have 


gentieman from Kentucky: 
an opportunity of vindicating his principles and 
his position here. But, sir, it has led to a scene 
to-day which will be a warning to me in future. 


I have only tosay that this bill provide s for the | 


payment of the police established in the city of 
Baltimore by the commanding general of that di- 
vision, and there is no other fund out of which 
they can be paid; the State of Maryland having 
made no provision. 

Mr. MAY. Will the honorable gentleman al- 


low me to say a word or two? 


Mr. STEVENS. To ask a question. 
Mr. MAY. I will limit my observations to the 


consideration of the question. 


Mr. STEVENS. Oh no; Ido not yield for | 
observations. 

Mr. MAY. Iam the Representative of Balti- | 
more. 


The SPEAKER. 


sylvania declines to yield. 


Mr. MAY. 1 hope he will allow me to be | 
heard upon this question. 
Mr. STEVENS. I have already granted too 


large an indulgence for debate. 

Mr. MAY. Then I can only protest, as I do 
solemnly, against the bill. It isa bill to provide 
the wages of oppression. 

The SPEAKER. 
land is not in order. 

Mr. STEVENS. 


and stating that it was to pay the police of Balti- 


more, the establishment of which police has been | 


| denounced by the gentleman from Kentucky. Sir, 


le xpected him to denounce it, and I have no ob- 
jection to his doing so. 


an advocate as has a taste for that business, or 
whom he may induce to undertake his defense. 
Now, sir, here is a police igstituted—what for? 
The chief of police was a traitor, and, if lam 
rightly informed, is so presented by the grand jury 
of the city. The police board, acting with him, 
have been also arrested, and are about being pros- 
ecuted for the same offense. They were found 


surrounded by arms, hidden, buried, and ready | 
to be used against their fellow-citizens who were } 
vere plotting | 


loyal to this Government. ‘They 
treason, and had acted a large part of it. But, 
says the gentleman, the State was notappealed to 
to remove them. Sir, every one knows that the 


The gentleman from Penn- | 


I was explaining this bill | 


Every malefactor, every | 
criminal, is entitled to an advocate, and just such | 


and if any gentleman | 
had asked me to | 


; call the 


_ duly 24, 


United ecnan sued that ee traitors and rely 
ought to be punished for such rebellion and ieee Ae 
son, will vote against this bill. No man can be 
found in this House or country, unless he com, 


| within the description I have mentioned, who will 


venture to suggest an objection to this bill. 
previous question, 
Mr. UPTON. I ask the gentleman from Penn- 


sylvania to withdraw the call for the previous 


Sir, I 


|} que suion. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


STEVENS. 
UPTON. 


] cannot. 
I have some information perti- 


| nent directly to this bill, which it will not take 





The gentleman from Mary- || 


Legislature of the State of Maryland is a Legisla- | 


ture of traitors—a rebel Legislature. Its members 


are deeply imbued with the very principles that | 


have created this terrible war, which is pouring 
forth the blood of this nation so copiously. Does 
the gentleman stand up here in the 
nation and complain that military law has been 
proclaimed and enforced in the midst of a nest of 
traitors, and in a State whose organization, with 
the exception of its chief magistrate, is made up 
of traitors? 
to reénact and enlarge the scenes that were en- 
acted when our troops were coming to this capi- 
tal at the call of the national Executive? 

Mr. BURNETT. I wish to answer the gen- 
tleman’s question. 

Mr. STEVENS. The gentleman has already 
answered the question before | asked it. 

Mr. BURNETT. No, sir; 
it categorically. 

Mr. STEVENS. I do not yield. I say, 
that they in this House who feel that the G 
ment of the United States 


sir, 
Govern- 


Would he let loose these same men | 


face of the | 


five minutes to state to the House. 
Mr. STEVENS. I shall not open again this 
Pandora’s box. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation 


| the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read a 


third time; and, being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third tlme. 
Mr. STEVENS moved the previous question 


| on the passage of the bill. 


The previous was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion ordered. 

Mr. MAY. Icall for the yeas andenays on the 
passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered; 
eight members supporting the call. 

Mr. BURNETT called for a division. 

The question was taken, and the bill was 

assed; there be ing,ona division—ayes 97, nos 36. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to recunsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


only 


ADDITIONAL REVENUE BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS. 


[now renew my motion that 


| the rules be suspended ,and that the House resolve 


itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. Butfirst,] move that House bill No. 
71, to provide qdditional revenues for defraying 
the expenses of Government and maintaining the 
public credit, by the assessment and collection 
of a direct tax and internal duties, be made a spe- 
cial order; and that debate on it be confined to ten 
minutes. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I move to amend by 
closing the debate in five minutes. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the motion, 
as amended, was agreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. Srevens’s first 
motion; and it was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
House resolved itself into the at of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. I 
Missouri, in the chair,) and proceeded to the con- 
sideration, asaspecial order, of House bill No. 71, 
to provide additional revenues for defraying the 
expenses of the Government and maintaining the 
public credit, by the assessment and collection of 
a direct tax and internal duties. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move to dispense with the 
first reading of the bill, and that it be read by sec- 
tions for amendment. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill by sec- 
tions for amendment. 

Mr. SHEFFIELD. I would like to ask a 
question of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. I see that, by the fifth section, 
it is provided that the assessors shall commence 


| to make their assessment on the property of in- 


dividual tax-payers in States on the Istof January; 
and that, by section thirty-nine, it is provided that 
the States may assume this tax, and pay it out of 


i} the treasury of the State. It is provide d that they 


l want to answer | 


lishing a police in the midst of these rebels, in | 
producing order out of confusion and insurrection, | 


ought to vote against this bill; 


but no man who || 


believes that the lives of our citizens are properly | 


|| under the guardianship of the Government of the 


| ofthe S 
s are wrong in first estab- | 


shall determine that by the Ist of January. I want 
to direct the attention of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to the propriety of 


| amending that, so that the time shall be extended 
as late as the Ist of April, and for this reason =" 


Many of the State Legislatures, in New England 
at least, meet in the month of January, and there- 
fore it would be impossible for them to determine 
whether the tax should or should not be paid out 
State treasury within the time specified. I 
therefore suggest the propriety of amending that, 
by saying the Ist of April. 

Mr. STEVENS. The gentleman has probably 
not adverted to the fact that the States can assume 
only that portion of the revenue that arises from 


|| direct taxation; and that, whether they assume it 
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or not, you must, for the purpose of internal tax- 
ation and excise, have the whole of thismachinery. 
We amended the bill from its origina! shape, so 
as to give until the Ist day of April for the States 
to notify whether they will assume the amount of 
the direct taxes assessed on them respectively. 
But, if they do assume it, it does not obviate the 
necessity for the officers here provided for, be- 
cause the States cannot assume and pay the in- 
ternal and excise taxes. What they amount to 
in the various States wil] not be known till those 
assessors have performed their labors. We have, 
therefore, extended the time for giving notice of 
the States assuming the direct tax from the Ist 
of January to the Ist of April, and changed the 
day of payment to the Ist of May, soas to allow 
the meeting of the Legislatures, most of which 
meet before that time. There are one or two 
States—New Hampshire, for instance—that meet 
a litile later, in June; but it would not do to post- 
none for too long a time the action of the States. 
The necessities of the Government are too great 
for that. Besides, it will cost but little for the 
State of New Hampshire to call together her Le- 
gislature in extra session. Her Legislature, and 
those of Vermont and some other States, talk but 
little when they meet; and it takes but a day or 
two to do all their business. It will, therefore, 
be no great inconvenience for them to meet earlier 
than the dst of April. 

Mr. SHEFFIELD. The suggestion of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
partially meets my design, but not entirely. How- 
ever, with the consent of the committee, I will 
withdraw my amendment for the present, and will 
endeavor to renew it hereafter, if 1 deem it neces- 
sary. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. [have an amend- 
ment which 1 will offer to section five. Perhaps 
it belongs there as well as anywhere. It is as 
follows: 

Strike out all of the bill which provides for the appoint 
mentand prescribes the duties of Government assessors, 
and collectors, and insert as follows: 

The Secretary of the Treasury shall make requisition 
annually upon the Governors of the several States and ‘Ter 
ritories, and on the proper authorities of the District of 
{olumbia, tor the amounts allotted to be raised by them 
respectively under the provisions of this act; whicl sums 
shall be levied, assessed, and collected in such States, 'Ter- 
ritories, and District, in the manner in which State, terri 
torial, and District taxes are levied, assessed, and collected 
therein severally; and the allotinents so collected shall be 
paid into the ‘Treasury of the United States in coin or in 
‘Treasury notes. 

Mr. Chairman, reluctant as every gentleman 
on this floor will be to vote for this bill, one of the 
most obnoxious—perhaps the most obnoxious— 
of all its features is that which creates an army of 
officers whose business it is to collect these taxes. 
i call the attention of the committee to that point, 
in order to see whether, in the form of this amend- 
ment which | have presented, or in some other 
tantamount way, we may not be able to expunge 
from the bill this feature of it. 

The amendment, as the committee will sec, 
provides that requisitions shall be made upon the 
Governors of the several States. Well, now, 
sir, it may be said that that is a volunteer office 
for the Governors to perform; and so it will be. 
ut the answer te that objection is, that in every 
State where this tax can be collected at all for the 
present—not to speak of the future—that requisi- 
tion will be answered by the Governer. It is not 
obligatory upen the Gevernors. The same point 
was raised under the fugitive slave law of 1793, 
which made obligatory upon justices of the peace 
the duties of commissioners. The question was 
raised, under that act, that it was unconstitutional 
for Congress to impose the duties of United States 
commissioner upon a State officer. The courts 
decided that if the justices discharged the duties 
of commissioner, it would be a mere voluntary 
office on their part; but if they chose to perform 
the duty, it would be legitimate for them to do 
H. Soin reference to this requirement: wherever 

the requisition will be responded to at all, the 
Governors of the States will lend the State ma- 
chinery for the purpose, and thus save the enor- 
mous expense of organizing and setting at work 
the Federal machinery for that purpose; and thus 
the most offensive feature of this bill will be saved. 

Now, sir, if this amendment, which has been 
hastily drawn up, can be perfected and adopted, 
or if some member of the Committee of Ways and 
Means will propose a substitute for it that shall 
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reach the point I have suggested, I shall be satis- 
fied. 

It may be said that there will be a difficulty 
about the apportionmentand collection of these in- 
ternal duties and excise duties. As I understand 
the bill, it provides fora specific duty or tax upon 
certain commodities. Well, sir, it may be a mat- 
ter of difficulty to collect this description of tax 
without the intervention of Federal officers; and 
if it shall be found impracticable to accomplish 
that object, Federal officers may be brought into 
requisition; but just so far as the State machinery 
can be used for the purpose, will the expense to 
the Federal Government be saved, and this ob- 
noxious provision to the people be avoided. I 
am not at all tenacious as to the manner in which 
the object is reached, and hope some member of 
the Committee of Ways and Means will suggest 
some form by which the point I make may be 
met, such as shall be acceptable to that commit- 
tee. The committee will understand that to the 
extent which expense is avoided in the collection 
of this tax, to that extent will the most objec- 
tionable feature of the bill be avoided, and to that 
extent will the object which both the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means and myself 
have at heart be accomplished. I think the pro- 
vision should be adopted, even though it should 
become necessary to make further provision for 
the collection of the excise or internal taxes. 

Mr. STEVENS. We are all conscious that 
this bill is a most unpleasant one. The Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means are conscious that it is 
a most unpleasant duty for them to propose such 
a measure; and that it must be a most unpleasant 
duty for the House to adopt it, if this cup can 
pass from them. But, sir, we perceive no way 
in which we can avoid it, and sustain the Gov- 
ernment. The rebels, who are now destroying or 
attempting to destroy this Government, have 
thrust upon the country many disagreeable things. 
It is unpleasant to send your sons and your breth- 
ren to be slaughtered in this unholy war. It is 
unpleasant to send the tax gatlherer to the door of 
the farmers, the mechanics, and the capitalists of 
the country to collect taxes for defraying the ex- 
penses of this war. All this is disagreeable, and 
we all feel it alike. But, sir, both these things 
must come, or this Government must soon be 
Dduried in its grave. And, sir, when we have to 
choose between these disagreeable duties; when 
the annihilation of this Government is the alter- 
native on one side, no Joyal man can hesitate 
which to choose. 

Now, sir, a single word in regard to the prac- 
ticability of tl amendment of the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Roscor Conxuina.]_ If it were 
practicable, | should certainly be in favor of its 
adoption.” It will be seen by those who have 
looked into the provisions of this bill—and it is 
to be presumed that very few have, for it was not 
printed and open for examination until this morn- 
ing—that it provides for two kinds of taxes; one 
direct upon real estate owned by the people, the 
amount being apportioned among the people ac- 
cording to Federal population under the Consti- 
tution. That is provided for in the way suggested 
by the gentleman from New York, or ina manner 
tantamount to the plan suggested by him, by the 
provision that if the States assume the debt within 
agiven time, then there shall be noassessment upon 
realestate. ‘The thirty-ninth section makes that 
provision—I do not expect that members can have 
read the whole bill, and therefore I refer to pro- 
visions in this way—but we ean find no possible 
way for commutation of our internal tax or ex- 
cise tax. By internal taxes, I mean those levied 
upon personal property, such as carriages, horses, 
and watches, and excise upon liquors, as pro- 
duced at the distilleries, and commodities of this 
kind. I say it is impossible to fix any mode of 
commutation for this species of tax, for there is 
no possible way of ascertaining the amount to 
which each State should be assigned. Some of 
the States have a very large preponderance of this 
personal property. ‘The tax will fall particularly 
heavy upon the large cities and upon the older 
States, while the direct taxes will fall more heav- 
ily upon the new States; but as I said, there is no 
way of ascertaining in advance what the amount 
of this internal tax will be in any one State; nor 
can we point out any mode by which the amount 


can be ascertained at less expense than that pro- | 


vided in the bill. 
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The gentleman from New York has suggested 
that a requisition be made upon the Governors of 
the States. Well, sir, if they would respond, and 
the Legislatures would carry out the requisition, 
that would accomplish the ebject; but here ts the 
very difficulty which the bill was framed to meet 
Itis the very difficulty which was found under 
the old confederation. By the Articles of Con 
federation, Congress called upon the different 
States to furnish their quota which was assessed 
upon them. The result was, that some of the 
States raised it, while others refused to raise it; 
and there was no provision under the Articles of 
Confederation of enforcing the requisiuon. And 
it was mainly on account of this great defect that 
a convention was called, and the present Con 
tution framed. That Constitution authorized Con 
gress to call upon the States—net upon the Goy 
ernors or Legislatures of the States, but upon the 
people directly. To call upon the States is the 
only alternative left us; but the choice we hav: 
presented to the States in relation to direct taxes 
cannot be presented in regard to the internal taxes 
I appreciate fully the object of the gentleman from 
New York; and if under our Constitution his 
plan could be carried successfully into effect, I 
would join him in advocating it. But, sir, the 
capitalists must be assured that we, have luid taxes 
which we can enforce, and which we must pledg: 
to them in payment of the interest on their loans, 
or we shall get no money. For these reasons, 
sir, | oppose the amendment of the gentleman 
from New York. 

Mr. ROSCOECONKLING. Forthe purpose 
of enabling me to make a suggestion [ will move 
to amend my amendment by striking out the last 
three words. 

Mr. Chairman, the amendment which I sent 
up was, as the committee will see, very crude for 
this purpose, and [| have risen for the purpose of 
testing the sense of the committee to the end that 
if it be the wish that this object shall be attained, 
then this bill shall be recommitted to the Com 
mittee of Ways and Means, so as to have in- 
serted a provision of that kind, or that some other 
mode may be taken of arriving at an amendment 
which will approximate perfection on this subject 

Now one word in answer to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Strevens,} the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means. He says, 
and says rightly I have no doubt, that under the 
theory of our Constitution there is no mode within 
the grasp of Congress of imposing upon the Exec- 
utives of States any such duty as we are talking 
about. 

fut then I said when I was up before, and I 
desire to suggest it again now, and | hope the 
committee will attend to it, that itis a ver y wise 
thing to provide in this bill, in a case where the 
Governor of any State neglects or refuses to per- 
form the function requested of him here, that 
whenever, by a certain day, he shall not have pet 
formed that function, then, and in all such cases, 
the President of the United States, or the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, as the case may be, may 
proceed to apply the theory which is suggested 
nere. There may be a State like the State of Ken- 
tucky, or some other State which stands first upon 
one foot and then upon the other, to ascertain 
whether it is going to be loyal or to join in the 
rebellion. If for that, or any other reason, the 

Executive chooses not to meet the voluntar y duty 
here set forth, then | would provide in the bill, in 
that case and all such cases, that the precise ma 
chinery may be set in motion as is provided for 
as the bill now stands. It seems to me that the 
Committee of Ways and Means, by having this 
question presented, if that shall be the sense of 
the committee, might adopt an amendment or: 
amendments, in lieu of that which I have sent up, 
which would effect this object, and which would 
eradicate from this bill a very large part of the 
expense, and dispense with a very large number of 
the officers provided for. 1 withdraw my amend- 
ment to the amendment, in order to take the sense 
of the committee upon the amendment I have 
offered. 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from New York, in opposition to his amend- 
ment, where he would get the authority to enforce 
an act of Congress requiring the Governors of the 
different States to carry out the provisions of this 
bill? 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. If I did not an- 
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swer that ion when I was up before, | 
failed in my purpose. I intends d to call the atten- 
tion of the gentleman from Kentucky and of the 

committee to the fact that the fugitive slave law, 
for ample, of 1793, was based upon the precise 
idea which he to think is a fallacy, to wit: 
that State officials, in that case justices of the 
peace elected by towns, should perform the office of 
United States commissioners. The qt iestion was 

made, first, that that was a mere voluntary duty 
impo ed upon them; and sec ondly , that the act 
was unconstitutional, Congress went be- 
yond its sc ope. The court, according to my rec- 
tion—and the gentleman will remember that 
as well as | do—decided that it was a voluntary 
office imposed by Congress; but that, whenever 
it was done and became a duty executed, it was 
regular and uwexceptionable. Therefore, that 
clause of the bill was op n to the objection that 


suggest 


seems t 


becaust 


olle 


it was unconstitutional. So I say here. In the 
States where the aceite re spond, § 30 be it; it 
is a saving exactly of so much. In the States 
where the Governors, for any reason, state that 


they are not Federal offic ials, and that this is not 
a duty which can be imposed upon them, and that 
therefore they decline 
pose that the amendment shall be remodeled to 
provide, in regard to those States, that the precise 


proceedings shall take place which are now pro- 
vided in the bill. Have I answered the gentle- 
man’s question? 

Mr. BURNETT. The understanding of the 


gentlemen of the acts of 1793 and 1850, and the 
decision of the Supreme Court upon those acts, 
and my own, do not agree. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Not the act of 
1850, for that does not embrace the question. 
Mr. BURNETT. The act of 1793 was amend- 


ed by the act of 1850. The decision of the 
preme Court of the United States, in the 
the Governor of 
Ohio, if the gentleman will read it carefully, lhe 
will find covers the point that the Congress of the 
United States, where there is no expressauthority, 
cannot impose upon the Governors of the States, 
except by mere request, the power to carry out 
any law of Congress. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Thatis-the pre- 
cise point | have been endeavoring to put to the 
committee, This Cc ongress has no pow' r to d ) 
an ything r more than—as the gentleman phrases it 
—by request, confer the duty upon a Governor; 
but when that duty is accepte ‘d and performed by 
a Governor, that act is competent; and the fact 
that the law makes such a request upon them is 
not an objection that the measure is unconstitu- 
tional. That is what I have been endeay oring to 
put to the committee. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


Su- 


case 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Patron, one of its clerks, notifying the 
House that that body had insisted on its amend- 


ments to Senate bill No. 2, to increase the pres- 
ent military establishment of the United States, 
and agreed to the committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes between the two Houses; and 
had appointed Messrs. Witson, Rice, and Lane 
of Kansas, as managers of said conference on its 
part. 
ADDITIONAL REVENUE BILL—AGAIN. 

Mr. COLFAX. I rise to oppose the amend- 

nent pro forma, and only with a view to puta 
nates to the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. Weall know how grave and 
important this bill is. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate 


hausted on the amendment. 


has been ex- 


of 
Kentucky and the Governor of 


perform it, then I pro- 


Mr. COLFAX. Then I move to strike out the | 


last three words of the 
to the amendment. 
taining information, 


section as an amendment 
I rtse for the purpose of ob- 
I have read the bill hastily 


this morning, and therefore I may not be correct | 


in the inference I have drawn from it. 
that there is no direct tax levied upon personal 
property such as stocks, mere handise, &c. I will 
state to the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, that the most odious tax of all we 
can levy, is going to be the tax upon the land of 
- country. That is feasible for the tax gather- 

rs of the States. If you pass a bill of this char- 
ote so that a man with $100,000 worth of land 


can put it into merchandise, and thereby escape | 


I infer 


willing to 
Government 


clit 


pay direct taxation to sustain this 
but they do not 


it, j wantitlevied in that 
way. I may be mistaken, and I have risen for 
information. I think that the bill is unfortunate 
if my inference is correct. I confess I should have 
pre ferred to take the bill now with only the taxes 
upon whisky, carriages, watches, and upon all 
the articles recognized as luxuries. If that be 
done, I think there would be found no objection 
to the bill. Those luxuries ought to be taxed in 
the present emergency. Let Congress at this ume 
tax them. The people will sustain them in it. 


When we are called together next December, 
if the exigencies of our financial matters and the 
condition of the country require it, we can levy 
a = ct tax; and the country will be amply pre- 
pared to ex ect that it will be — But, how- 
ever may defer to the better judgment of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, it seems to 
me that we are providing for a good deal more 
than we need. I know the gentleman will say 
that the rebel States will not pay their proportion 
of ihe taxes. But we have upon our banner, 
umong other things, “the enforcement of the 
laws”? and we expect that those States will pay 
their taxes in vay. But the 

besides the other taxes levied in the latte Y 


J] 
much 


some 
levi d, 


part of this bill, will pay the interest at seven per 


cent. upon $300,000, 000. 


] have made these remarks rather to throw out 


suggestions to the chairman of the Committee of 


Ways and Means, than to make any technical 
objection to the bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. I suppose the gentleman does 
not intend to be considered as technically correct 
when he direct taxes upon personal 
property. A direct tax, under the Constitution, 
Is a tax upon real estate. Now, we have levied 
a tax upon all real estate. We have levied a tax 
upon the various articles which are mentioned; 
ve have not gone into the question of an income 
tax. That question is a large one; and in Eng- 
land thatsystem has been practiced upon for some 
time. An income tax may be the most equitable 
that can be raised. Itisatax upon merchandise, 
upon professions, or upon anything of that kind; 
and if itis deemed advisable hereafter to levy such 
a tax, it can be done; but the committee has not 
advised it at this time. As tothe tax upon land, 
it has been levied alike upon all; and I do not see 
how youcan alter it. The valuation is to be made 
according to the location. I do notsee how you 
can very well get at any other kind of property 
without k ‘ying an income tax. 

I should regret, as much as the gentleman from 
Indiana would, to raise a larger Rye ue than is 
In the first place, the direct tax upon 
the loyal States amounts to $20,000,000. After 
paying the expenses of the collec tion, and allow- 

ng something for taxes which may not be col- 
lected, there will probably be $18,000,000. We 
have estimated—and it is a mere estimate—that 
the internal taxes will be $28,000,000. We hope 
that the revenue bill passed some days ago will 
produce $20,000,000; amounting in all to ne arly 
We cannot cale ulate that the tariff 


speaks of 


$50,000,000. 
law of last year will produce this year over twenty 
or twenty-five million dollars. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Dol understand the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania to say that this tax is 
levied solely om, real estate ? 

Mr. STEVENS. No; for there are many arti- 
cles of personal property mentioned. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I refer to the direct taxes 

Mr. STEVENS. Direct taxes, properly so 
called, are levied on real estate. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. What is the objection of 
levying the tax upon all articles of property, as 
we do in raising State taxes? 

Mr. STEVENS. We propose to levy a direet 
tax upon re val estate, and internal taxes upon per- 
sonal property of a certain character, the same as 
they do in the States, 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Suppose a man has bought 
land,and given his note for the same: is the holder 
of the note taxed upon the note? 


Mr. STEVENS. No, sir. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. But the man who nominally 
holds the land is taxed? 


Mr. STEVENS. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. 
Mr. STEVENS. 

in all the States. 


The land is taxed. 
I think that is unjust. 


{I have never heard of a tax 


this tax, the cry from the people will be, thatthey |) being levied upon the value of land after deducting 


$30,000,000 | 


but 


I think that is the practice 
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| six words of the 


| sonal estate. 





thei incumbrances We ce deni not proposed 
upon money outat interest, but we have prop: 
a taX upon carriages, bank notes, and various 
other articles enumerated in the bill, which th, 
committee considered as articles of luxury mor 
than anything else. But we have not proposed a 
tax upon all articles of personal property—up, 


a tax 


} 
A 


Se 


windows, or upon bonds and mortgages. If t} 
gentleman desires a tax upon such articles, he cay 


propose it. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Ithinkthatdirect taxes should 
be levied upon all articles that are taxed b Vy our 
States in collecting their revenue, and in the sa 
way. [like the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Roscoe Conkutine.} I do not 
think it right to tax the holder of land, and allow 
the owner of the note or mortgage to escape. 

Mr. STEVENS. The practice of the different 
States varies much In the list of articles whic * are 
taxed. In one State certain articles are tax ‘a 
which are not taxed in another. So there is no 
such thing as uniformity. We are, therefor 
oblige »d to establish a uniform system, by ay i 
ing the same provision to all the States: if the 
ge ntle ‘man thinks we have not extended the tax 
sufficiently, and if he wishes to enlarge it, let him 
move an amendment,and he will find votes for it, 

Mr. COLFAX, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his ame mdme nt. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I move to strike out the last 
amendment of the gentleman 
from New York. I do not object to this bill be- 
cause the tax is not large enough, but | object to 
the mode in which it is raised. I consider the 
honest and just method is to lay the tax upon all 
products alike, and compel each person to pay a 
tax uponallheis worth, whether it be real or Pe er- 
It is not just to tax a man wl 
owns a farm that is worth $1,000 while you pe 
mita man who owns $1,000 of merch: undise 
taxation. The tax should be levied alike 
upon all the property owned by the citizens of 
the States. 

Mr. STEVENS. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, that the amendment of the 
genticman from New York does not propose to 


in 


escape 


| change the subjects of taxation, but simply the 


| in favor of a recommittal of the 


gages, &c. 


mode of laying the tax. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I am aware of that. I am 
bill. I think it 
is objectionable to tax agricultural lands and not 
tax merchandise, bank notes, bonds, and mort- 
Hence I shall, at the proper time, 
move to recommit the bill, in order that the com- 
mittee may take into consideration whether the 
tax should not be so levied, that every citizen of 


| a State shall pay according to what he is worth. 


I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. ASHLEY. I renew the amendment. I 
agree, Mr. Chairman, in thinking that the only 
proper mode for any Government to raise money 
is to tax property of all kinds according to whi it 


itis worth. But, sir, according to the Constitu- 
tion, direct taxes are to be appor tioned among fa 
several States according to representation. Now, 


the city of Hartford, in Connecticut, had in 1844 
more bank capital than the whole State of Ohio; 
and if direct taxes are laid, the district represented 
by the gentleman from Hartford will pay no more 
taxes than the district Ire ‘present. So the wealth- 
ier districts may escape their proper pe ge of 
the taxes, under the provisions of this bill. But 
I do not sce how we can avoid it, if we adopt 
direct taxation; and I would be gratified if any 
member of the House will answer the objection 1 
have made,and show me how a bill may be framed 


| levying direct taxes upon real and personal prop- 
| erty according to its value. 


| ment offered by the gentleman from Ohio. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
or the purpose of o 0sInNg oro Jorma, the amie 
for tl pur} f pp pro fi the amend- 
It is 
true, as the gentleman says, that the C onstitution 
prescribes the rule or basis of direct taxation, an id 


|| that each State must pay an amount of direct tax- 


| ation in proportion to its Federal numbers; never- 


theless, it does not follow that Congress, in im- 
posing a direct tax, is limited to realty ¢ r land. 
Congress, in the exercise of a sound ie retion, 
might lay a tax upon land, or on persons, or upon 


both; and thatis the point which Lunde rstan dmy 
colleague to have made, in which I entirely con- 
cur with him. 

Now, this bill is so framed that it must fall 
with very heavy, if not ruinous effect, upon the 

















1861. 
great agricultural States of the West and South- 
west. Their popu ation 1s large, yet their c api- 
tal and aaa are comparatively smi all. Take an 
illustration. Here is the State of Rhode Island, 
with about half the population of the State of 
lowa, and yet Rhode Island possésses a eee i- 
ary ability to pay taxes twice as large lowa 
could P ay. Connecticut, w ith a population greatly 
smaller than np f Ohio, is able, perhaps, oe Ly 
to pi 7 a larger tax than the State of Ohio. Sull, 
that does not touch the question. The point mad 
here is, that this tax should not -b limited in its 
operé aie but should fall equally upon all forms 
and varieties of property. 1 think that point is 
well taken. I think it is worthy the considera- 
tion of the House. Why should the agric ulturist 
be taxed for his quarter section of land, when the 
man nanees merchandise or bank property of 
equal value is not taxed for it? Why should land 
be thus burdened, and property of oth r sorts 
exempt d from taxation? 

The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means says that personal property is tax d. I 
grant you that it is taxed, in the form of an ex- 
cise, to a certainextent; but only certain selected 
articles of personal property are taxed, and not 
personal property of all kinds, as it ought to be. 
This aX, as it is now framed, would fall almost 
exclusively upon the agricultural classes. Is that 
right, sir? Is it just? The man who owns $50,000 
to-day in merchandise goes scot free; to-morrow, 
having invested it in real estate, he is liable to be 
taxed. Is there any equity in that discrimina- 
tion? Do not all political economists tell us that 
taxes imposed upon realty are the most onerous 
and oppressive, and the most injurious to the 
community , of ‘all forms of taxation? And yet, 
that isthe character of the taxes impos: dby this 
bill. Ll hope the bill will be so amended that this 
tax will fall with equal effect on ali kinds of prop- 
erty, real and personal. Not until that is done 
will it be just and equitable. 

Mr. STEVENS. | wish to make a suggestion 
to the House. It is evident that this bill has not 
been read; and I do not wonder at it, for the 
‘printed bill was only brought in this morning, 
and it isa very long bill. We cannot discuss it 
so as to understand each other at all until gentle- 
men have read it. I see, therefore, a necessity 
for the committee to rise, and let this bill go over 
until to-morrow. Gentlemen all around me tell 
me that the Vy have had no op portunity of re rading 
it; and I know they have not. I move that the 
committee do now rise. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I hope we shall go on | 
and consider the bill now. Ido not believe it 
will be read if we postpone it. 

Mr. ASHLEY. [I appeal to the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means to let the 
bill be recommitted to his committee. 

Mr. STEVENS. That cannot be done here 
in the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I appeal to the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means to 
let a vote be taken on the resolution which I send 
to the Clerk’s desk, and which will test the sense 
of the committee upon this very question. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That House bill 71 be recommitted to th ae 
mittee of Ways and Means, with instructions to amend s 
as to provide that the tax on real and personal estate pro- 
vided therein shail be levied, assessed, and collected in the 
several States, Territories, and in the District of Columbia. 
in the same manner as the State, territorial, and District 
taxes are, by local law, assessed and collected therein. 


The CHAIRMAN. That motion is not in 
order. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I propose that 
the committee rise, forthe purpose of enabling 
me to offer the resolution in the House. 

Mr. STEVENS. I have moved thatthe com- 
mittee rise; and after we go into the House the 
gentleman can offer his resolution. 

The question was taken on Mr. Srevens’s mo- 
tion; and it was agreed to, 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Biair, of Missouri, re- 
ported that the Committee of the Whole on the 

state of the Union had had under consideration 
the special order, being House bill No. 71, to pro- 
vide additional revenue for de fray ing the expenses 
of Government and maintaining the public credit 
by the assessment and collection of a direct tax 


and internal duties, and had come to no ott. | 


thereon. 





THE CONGRE 


lowing resolution: 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. 1 offer the fol- 


Resolved, That House bill 71 be recommitted to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with instructions to amend 
as to ada that the tax on real and personal estate 


provided therein shal! be levied, assessed, and collected in e 
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realized from the taxation of real estate, is to be 
suspt nded by the operation of the gentleman's 


proposition, and pat, substantially, an income 
and personal property tax in 16s place. Now, 
what | object to ds, that the tax should not | 


ersonal 


xclusively levied on what is known as 


the several States, Territories, and the District of Colum na } | 

bia, in the same manner as the State, territorial, and Dis prope rly. it may seem a littl styange that a 

trict taxes are by the local laws assessed and collected member from a western Stat an agricultural 

therein. State—should be opposed to any relief from tax 
Mr. COLFAX. I move to amend the instrue- || avon on real est ute. But yet it will not appear 

tions. strange when it ts re recoll cted—and LI wish to call 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will first ascer- || the attention of the gentleman from Indiana to the 

. ’ . . 
tain if the resolution is entertained by the House. fuct—that a large amount of the real estate in the 
If there be no objection, it will be received. The || western country is hy ld by non-residents. The 


Chair hears none. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Isuggest to the mover of 
the resolution that he make it an order that the 
Committee of the Whole be discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill; and that it be 
recommitted toaselect committee. He hasa right 
to make “that motion without ‘the leave of the 
House. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING.,. I should be very 
sorry to take the responsibility of moving to refer 
the bill to a select committee. I think itis in the 
hands of the proper committee. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that 
the proper form of the motion is to discharge the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Uni ion, 
and recommit the bill, with the instructions. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING,. Il care nothing | 
about the form of the motion. My objectis sim- | 
ply to have the bill recommitted to the Committee | 
of Ways and Means. | 

Mr. COLFAX. [ offer the following, in lieu 
of the instructions proposed by my friend from 
New York: 

To strike out the direct tax of $30,000,000; and to pro 
vide for a tax on stocks, bonds, and mortgages, money at 


interest, and income tax, in addition to the other personal 
taxes now provided for in the bill. 


Mr. Speaker, one single word in explanation 
of that proposition. I will go with the chairman 
of the Committee of Waysand Means or any one 
else—with him who goes furthest—on this ques- 
tion of taxation, just as fast as we need moncy; 
but I think we had better, as we are going now 
into a new field of experiment in taxing the peo- | 
ple, make haste slowly. We should let the people | 
understand that the burdens of war are to fall, in 
the first place, upon those who are best able to 
bear them—the wealthy men of the country ; but 
if, in cons¢ quence of a continuance of the war, we 
req juire more money, then we must come to the 
direct tax which the Committee of W ays and 
Means recomMnd. We meet again in four or 
five months at furthest. I think what is suggested 
now of personal tax, with that proposed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means on whisky, car- 
riages, watches, &c., will be sufficient for this ses- 
sion. If, when next session comes, this war still 
continues, and these States are sull in rebellion, 
and we have to go to the people and say, ‘* You 
have to give us your money, even to the last dol- 
lar, to put down this revolution,’’ you shall have 
my last dollar, and the last dollar of my constit- 
uents, 1f necessary; Wut do not let us take it until 
we find it needed. Let us first put this burden 
upon the men who are best able to bear it. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I do not know 
that lexactly understand the purport of the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana. As I under- 
stand it, from hearing it read at the Clerk’s desk, 
it is in substance that real estate shall not be 
taxed. 

Mr. COLFAX. I will repeat it to the gentle- | 
man. ‘The Committee of Ways and Means have 
recommended a direct tax of $30,000,000, appor- 
tioned among the various States—a little over 
$20,000,000 among those States which are ex- 
pected to re spond—and also a system of assess- 
ing and collecting the same. They also provide 
for a license tax, and a tax on whisky, beer, ale 
and porter, carriages, promissory notes, and bank 
bills. I do not propose to interfere with these 
taxes, but to instruct the committee to strike out 
the direct tax—a large proportion of which every- 

body knows will not be collected in the dislayal 
States—and confine itself, for the present, to taxes 
on stocks, on bonds, on mortgages, on money 
paying interest, and to income tax. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. That is aboutas 
[ understood the gentlenian. The purport of it, 
| then, is this: that the direct tax which is to be 


effect of the gentleman’s proposition would be to 
relieve from taxation non-residents who hol 

lions of property in the West,and to impose tax 

ation on the residents. A taxation on real estat 

as wellas person: al property, would be more just, 
more equitable, more reasonable, and would fall 
alike on resident and on non-resident property 
holders. I want to tax the non-resident land- 
holder—the man who has invested his money, and 
who holds property which is becoming valuable 
by the efforts and energies of those who live in 
the western country. 
equally with the interest of those who five on 
their land, and by their improve mentof the coun- 
try make the non-residents’ investment really 
valuable. 
taxation which is necessary to carry on the war 
and to raise mone y for the support of the oa 
ernment, and do not wish to screen any particu- 
lar interest. 
amendment of the gentleman from Indiana. 


l want to tax hts interest 


I wish to equalize and make just the 


Therefore 1 am op wosed to the 


Mr. BINGHAM. If I understand the prop- 


| osition of the gentleman from Indiana, it is to 
strike out the first section of the bill. 
tion lays a direct annual tax of $30,000,000 on 
the United States, and apportions it among the 
several States. 
on land and onslaves. While | may have no ob- 
ji ection, Mr. Spe aker, when wé come to consider 
that portion of the bill which relates to what the 
Committee of Ways and Means are pleased to 
term ‘internal duties’’—perhaps very correct! 
—to increase the number of articles or kinds of 
property to be taxe d under that branch of the law, 


That sec- 


This tax of $30,000,000 is laid 


Vv 


I doobject toany attempt on the part of the Hous 
here, on the mere suggestion of wentleme n,tod 
part from the established precedent, the estal 


| lished construction,and true meaning of the terms 
| used in the Constitution in its grant of power to 


Congress tolevyand collect taxes, duties, excise 


, 


&c. The uniform construction has been that the 


power to levy and ap portion direct taxes could be 
rightfully ap plied only to lands and s ae s. I 
think that this is not the time for the friends of 
the country and of the Constitution to wee 
to establish a new construction,in the face of ju- 
dicial construction, of the legislative construction, 
and of the col mporaneous construction given 
while this very article of the Constiiution was 


| under consideration in the national and State con- 


ventions. 1 undertake to say that the uniform 
construction of that clause of the Constitution is 
this: that, under the head of direct taxation, as 
provided for in the Constitution, to be apportioned 


| among the several States, according to the ratio 
| of representatipn, there is nothing to be taxed ex 
| cept land, tenements, and slaves as appurtenant 
| to land, unle ss it be a direct capitation tax on the 


person, without respect to his pee rty or to his 
income. The provision of this bil which is ha 
pore od to be ones ken out does not impose a ¢ apiti 
tion tax, but it does lay a direct tax on the lan d 
of the coun try. Land ought to be taxed, for it 
is the basis of all the wealth of the country. If 
you do not tax it, you may as we ll stop } your wal 
You may as wi il ‘abandon the idea of ever rai 
ing the moneys needed to restore the Government 
of “the country to its supremacy, if you are gong 
to exclude land from direct taxation. What ts 
there in the rebel States to tax but land and slaves? 
The direct tax laid by the act a 18)3 was im- 
posed on landand slaves. This bill follows that 
precedent. 

I desire to.call the attention of the House to 
some things that have been said in this connection 
touching the limitation of the words ** direct tax- 
ation,’’as used in the Constitution. I quote from 
Story on the Constitution: 


Sere. 952. Taxes on lands, houses, and other permanent 
real estate, or On parts Or appurtenances thereof, have al 
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wavs been deemed of the character, that is, 
taxes. It has yusly doubted if, 
Constitution, any taxes are dire 
polls or on land Mr. Justice Chase, 


been seri 


in Hylton v. United 


States. (2 Dall. R. 171.) said: ‘Lam inclined to think that 
the direct taxes, contemplated by the Constitution, are only 
two, viz.: a capitation or poll tax simply, without regard 
to property, profession, or olher cireutmsiane and a taxon 
land if doubt whether a tax by a general assessment ot 
personal property within the United States is included 
within the term, direct tax.’ Mr. Justice Patterson, in the 
same case, said: * itis not necessary to determine whether 
a tax on the produce of land be a direct oran indirect tax. 
Perhaps the immediate prodact of land, in its original and 
crude state, ought to be considered as a part of the land 
itself. When the produce is converted into amanutacture, 


it assumes a new shape, &c. Whether * direct taxes,” in 


the sense of the Constitution, comprehend any other tax 
than a capitation tax, ora tax on land, is a questionabl 
point, &e. Tnever entertained a doubt that the principal, 


{ will not say the only, objects that the framers of the Con 


stitution contemplated as falling within the rule of appor 
tionment, were a capitation tax and a tax on Jand.’? And 
he proceeded to state that the rule of apportionment, both 


as regards Representatives and as regards direct taxes, was 


adopted to guard the southern States against undue impo 
sitions and Oppressions in the taxingof slaves. Mr. Justice 
Iredell, in the same case, said: * Perhaps a direct tax, in 
the sense of the Constitution, can mean nothing but a tax 


something 
under all such circumstances. 
A land or poll tax may be considered of this description. 
The latter is to be considered so, particularly under the 
present Constitution, on accountof the slaves in the south 
ern States, who give a ratio in the representation in the 
proportion of three to five. Either of these is capable of 
an apportionment. In regard to other articles, there may 
possibly be considerable doubt.’ The reasoning of the 
Federalist (Nos. 31, 36) secms to lead to the same result.”’ 
Now, Mr. Speaker, touching the other matter 
attempted to be accomplished by my excellent 
friend from New York, | Mr. Roscoe Conkuina,} 
in the amendment which he has offered. It oc- 
curred to me, in reading the bill, that his end i 
accomphshed already by the very terms of the 
bill; and I think that the object of my friend from 
bndiana [Mr. Co.rax] is also accomplished in the 


on something inseparably annexed to the 
capable of apportionment, 


soil; 


same way; that is to say, of the direct tax of | 
$30,000,000, as apportioned among the several 
States, by the terms of the bill, any State may 


assume and pay its portion,and may collect it as 
the ¢ renth mah from Ne WwW York Ssugvests, and im- 
pose it uffon the moneys and credits of its citizens, 
as the gentleman from Indiana desires. If this 
burden is not properly distributed in any State, it 

vill not be the fault of this bill, but the 
the people of the several States themselves. 

The bill provides in the thirty-ninth section that 
each State may pay into the Treas iry of the Uni- 
ted States its quota of the direct tax ‘noche d by 
this act for the firstand any and every succee ‘ding 
year; and in consideration of such payment the 
State will be entitled to a deduction of fifteen per 
centum on the amount of such quota. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. That is very true; but 
sup pos » the State does not pay the tax: then the 
Federal Government must coll and the ques- 
tion arises, on what shall the tax be assessed ? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have already suggested 
that my objection to the motion of the gentleman 
from Indiana was, because it struck out the first 
section of the bill, which subjectsthe taxable lands 
m the several States to taxation. He looks sim- 
ply to raising this immense sum of money from 
an income tax or from an excise tax. Now, in 
answer to the gentleman’s question, | say again, 
is | have intimated before, that if, for example, 
the $2,300,000 apportioned to thesState of Ohio 
be not collected by way ome tax as well 
iS by way of a tax jal 
the p ropl of the State: because the thirty-ninth 
section expressly provides thata State may assume 
payment of the tax, and she may, if she does so, 
provide ways and means in her own mode for 
reimbursing her own treasur y. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I wish to state the objec- 
tion that will be m: de in Ohio to assuming the 
tax. Ladmit that that would be the equitable 
way; because in Ohio we have endeavored to tax 
every man according to his wealth. If Ohio as- 
sumes this debt, as perhaps she ought to, it would 
be collected out of the property of Ohio; but cap- 
italists will object to such assumption for the rea- 
son that, if they are rated ac ording to Ohio law, 
their capital will have to help to pay it; while, if 
collected according to United States law, it will 
be exempt from it. 

Mr. BINGHA M. M ye olle sague does not seem 
to comprehend exactly my objection to the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Indiana. TIT have said 
that I thought the first section of the bill, as far 
as I have been able to read and understand it, was 


ct it; 


of an ine 


fault of 


and, it will be the fauit of 
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direct 
in the sense of the 
cl taxes except those on 


wise and necessary, and was demanded by the 
public exigencies Hi 8 proposition is to strike out 
that section. I sayit ought not to be struck out; 
because land constitutes one of the chief subjects 
of direct taxation under the Constitution ofthe Uni- 
ted States, and is, together with the tenements and 
slaves, by uniform construction, the only source 
of DIRECT TAXATION under that Constitution, save 
and except a capitation tax laid without regard 
to prope rly. 

Under the thirty-ninth section of this bil], there 
can be no valid objection to the direct tax on land, 
score on which objection is urged here; be- 
cause it will be in the power of each State to take 
care of its own interest in that respect, and to see 
to it that capitalists shall pay their due propor- 
tion of the amount appt yrtioned against the State. 
My colleague sure!y did not mean to intimate 
that the people of Ohio are not able to take care 
of themselves, and to see that justice is,dore be- 


on the 


tween man and man in raising this revenue. If 


the State assumes the payment of a debt, the State 
will see to it that the money is raise d,and raised 
properly; and the capitalists, whatever their mur- 
murs may be, will be made to pay their just pro- 
portion of the taxes. Gentlemen may tell me 
that 1 am advocating what will prove a heavy 
burden upon the people of my State. Sir, the 
people of my State are loyal to the Consutu tion 
and to the Government; and they will respond 
vithout a murmur to the first section of this bill. 
They will pay promptly the $2,300,000, which is 
assessed as their proportion under the direct tax 
which is laid. thn y esteem the Constitution as 
above all price. I repeat, sir, that the people of 
Ohio will see to it, although, as my colleague sug- 
, capitalists of the State may murmur at it 
—though they may rour like the ** bulls of Ba- 
shan’ 
the tax into the State treasury for this purpose. 
What complaint, then, is there to the first section 
of this bill? 

Mr. DAWES. Do [understand the gentleman 
from Ohio to state that, by this method, the State 
can make a certain class of capital pay taxes 
which would not pay if assessed by the United 
States? I understand his argument to be that 


rests 


taxes cannot be laid by the United States upon 


personal property. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have not said so. 

Mr. DAWES. I understand the 
from Ohio to state that to be the fact. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I did not. 

Mr. DAWES. Then it is my fault in being 
dull of comprehension; for if ‘ap was not the 
rentleman’s statement, he has failed to make me 
comprehend the point of his argument. 

Mr. BENGHAM. I have said that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
FAX] is to strike out the first section of the bill, 
which alone provides for direct taxes in terms 
I have before said, and now repeat, in answer to 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Dawes,] thatthe constitutional power 
in Congress to lay a direct tax is, by the uniform 
construction, limited to a tax upon re al estate and 
slaves, or upon persons. There is no power con- 
ferred by the Constitution to impose direct taxes 
upon personal property. That is what I said, 
and what I say now. 

Mr. DAWES. Now, will the gentleman allow 
me to say a word? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Ifthe gentleman wishes to 
ask a question, I will yield; but not to make a 
Bne ech. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not ask permission to 
make a speech; I oniy wish to propound an in- 
te rrogator y in connection with the statement the 
gentleman now makes. It is this: does the gen- 
tleman suppose the State of Ohio can impose a 


direct tax upon a species of property which the || 


United States cannot tax ? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Asa direct tax? 

Mr. DAWES. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Unquestionably she can. 

Mr. DAWES. 
United States to impose a direct tax upon prop- 
erty other than real estate, has the United States 
the power to place the obligation upon the State 
of Ohio, and has that State the power to levy and 
collect a direct tax upon property other than real 
estate? 


Mr. BINGHAM. Doésnotthe gentleman from 


that the y shall; pay theirdue proportion of 


gentleman | 


| alone, under the Constitution, direct taxes 


Cot- | 


If it is unconstitutional for the 
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Congress of the United States places no ob! liga. 
tion upon the State of Ohio? The bill authorizes 
but does not oblige, the State of Ohio to siieeeaied 
and pay her quota of this tax. If the State does 
not pay, then the Federal Government c ollects its 
not off the State, but off the citizens of the United 
States within the State. The billsimply apportions 
the tax among the several States in accordance with 
the re quire ments of the Constitution of the Unit ed 
States. That Constitution, Lassert here, does not 
operate upon the power of a State touch ing the 
taxation of prope within its limits, by State 
laws, to raise its own revenue. That is my an- 
swer "to the gentleman, The people of the State 
of Ohio do not derive their power to tax the prop- 
erty within their own limits for the purpose of 
supplying the revenues of their own tre asury, 
from any act of Congress, or from any provision 
of the Federal Constitut ion. Itisa power inhe- 
rent in the people of the State themselves, which 
abides with them, and which is exercised by their 
munic ipal authori ties, by whatis sometimes called 

State or municipal sovereignty, within their own 
State limits—a power which in some of the States 
it is not deemed necessary to provide for even by 
State constitutional provision, it being ac knowl- 
edged as an inherent power of the people. 

Mr. Speaker, | have risen not for the purpose 
of raising any captious objection to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York, but for 
the purpose of raising objection to the amendment 
of my friend from Indiana, because his amendment 

contemplates an exe mption of lands from direct 
taxation under the bill. That provision I trust 
the House will not strike out of the bill. Sir, 
taxes upon lands, as well as upon moneys, * the 
mode conte mp ated by the Constitution for 
ing revenue in any extraordinary emergency ik 
this; and I stand here to say thatif that provision 
which subjects the lands of the people of the Ri - 
public to taxation be stricken out, this Govern- 
ment cannot raise the revenue necessi ary to carry 
it through this emergency, for the reason that 
you cannot obtain loans unless you provide the 
certain means of future redemption of the princi- 
pal and the present payment of theinterest. You 

cannot do this if you exempt from taxation the 
ade of the people, the source of the nation’s 
wealth. 

Mr. STEVENS. If I understand the object of 
the amendment of the gentleman from Indiana, 
(Mr. Cotrax,] it is to strike out entirely that por- 
tion of the bill which provides for direct taxation. 
He does it upon the ground that we do not need 
the money now, and “that it would be odious to 
tax the real estate of the country, upon whic 
can be 
imposed. Sir, let me tell the gentleman that all 
taxes are odious; and the statesman who is afraid 
to meet that odium when the Constitution of the 
country requires it to prevent its overthrow, Is 
hardly fit for these times. Does the gentleman 
mean to say that we do not need the money? We 
have authorized the borrowing of $250,000,000; 
Our public debt already amounts to $100,000,000 0; 
making $350,000,000, if we can borrow the money. 
3eside the sum which we must pay for interest 
on this amount, we have to meet the ordinary ex- 
penses of the Government; and I ask the gentle- 
man, for these ordinary and extraordinary e> 
penses of the Government during thisemergency, 
where is the money to come from? Where does 
the gentleman find the means for meeting these 
demands? He would put off the provision for six 
months. Sir, by putting it off six months, you 
also put it out of the power of the Government to 
provide armsand munitions of war for six months: 
and we are left without means of preparation for 
the great events that are onus. There is no man 
in this House at all acquainted with the financial 
concerns of the Government, who does not know 
that neither the capitalists in this nor any other 
country will ever lend the Government money 
when it makes no provision for its redemption; 
and I tell the House that, unless such provision 
ismade, the loans you have already authoriz d 
will not be taken, and the Treasury will be left 
without a dollar. 

You have authorized the calling out of half a 
million men to put down this bloody rebellion; 
and when you have authorized the President to 
do that, you are for taking from him the means 
which are necessary to furnish them for the field. 


"alS- 


Massachusetts comprehend, that “the law of the || I do not understand what the gentleman means. 
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Does he not expect that Congress will provide 
the neces ssary appropriations for the pay and 
equipment of the troops? Must we take from the 
Government all means of negotiating this loan? 
If this $30,000,000 is to be stricken out, $20,000 ,000 
of itto come from the free States, then we will 
have left the internal tax, which cannot produce 
over $10,000,000. That, added to the revenue bill 
we have already brought in, and to the ordinary 
revenues of the Government, cannot produce 
enough to defray what were the ordinary ex- 
penses of the Government before this war arose, 
and to pay the interest on the public debt. It is 
as much as tosay, when you have stricken down 
that provision, you have stricken down all the 
appropriations for this war. You have paralyze d 
the efforts of the Government. After you have 
ordered them to do certain things, you have taken 
away the means of doing it. 

Now, the gentleman does not expect, I sup- 
pose, that this war is only to last fora few months, 
and that we will not need this money. He does 
not expect that it will cease of itself. [ look upon 
it, as ] have looked upon it ever since these States 
went deliberately into treason, as one which will 
be a protracted and bloody war. Some gentle- 
men have an idea that our enemies, being rebels, 
will surrender—will succumb in the course ofa 
few months, and with little expense, and that 
they will not fight the battle they have under- 
taken. I flatter myself with no such hope. I be- 
lieve that the battles which are to be fought are 
to be desperate and bloody battles; and thatthey 
are to be numerous. I believe that many thou- 
sand valuable lives will be lost, and that millions 
of money willbe expended. The only question 
is, whether this Government is prepared to meet 
all these perils, and to overcome them. If they 
are, they mustsubmit to taxes which are burden- 
some; which the people, 1 know, at any other 
time, would not submit to for a moment; but 
which I believe they will now gubmit to. I ob- 
ject to the amendment of the gentleman from 


‘Indiana [Mr. Cotrax] altogether. 


As to the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York, {Mr. Roscoe ConkLina@, | if he could 
put it into the shape of an inquiry into the pre- 
priety of doimg so, instead of an absolute order to 
do it now, when I do not think the House is 
ready to give that construction, | should not ob- 


ject to it. [have no objection to an inquiry into 


anything which the House may desire to have 
inquired into. If, on inquiry, some mode may be 
found of accomplishing what the gentleman from 
New York desires, then it can be presented to 
the House for its action. 
MESSAGE FROM TIIE SENATE. 

Mr. Parron, one of its clerks, notifying the 
House that that body had insisted on its disagree- 
ment to the amendment of the House to joint 
resolution of the Senate (No. 5) to pay the widow 
of the late Stephen A. Douglas the amount due to 
him as Senator at the time of his death; and had 
agreed to a committee of conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses, and had ap- 
pointed Messrs. CLark, Dixon, and Jounson of 
‘Tennessee, managers of said conference on its 
part. 

Also, that the Senate had disagreed“to the 
amendments of the House to bills of the Senate 
of the following tides: 

_ An act (No.3) to provide for the better organ- 
ization of the military establishment; ; 

An act (No. 20) authorizing the appointment 
of an Assistant Secretary of the Navy and fix- 
ing the salary of the same, and for other pur- 
poses; and 

An act (No. 31) to increase the medical corps 
of the Navy, and for other purposes. 

Also, that the Senate had concurred in the 
amendments of the House to Senate bill No. 14, 
for the better organization of the Marine Corps. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 


ADDITIONAL REVENUE——AGAIN. 
Mr. SHELLABARGER. I understand the 


object of the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Roscoe Conxuine] to be to ad- 
mit of a collection of taxes by the State author- 
ities, Let me inquire whether the States which 
so desire may not aveid the expense of additional 
officers by making the advances provided for in 
the thirty-ninth section? Is not the object of the 


grentleman from New York substantially accom- 
plished by the bill as it now stands? 

Mr. STEVENS. [think not. So far as the 
direct taxes are concerned, it Is prov ided that the 
States may assume them without any machinery; 
but those taxes are contradistinguished from the 
internal taxes. That section does not provide 
for the latter. 

Mr.SHELLABARGER. Have thecommittee 
had under consideration the propriety of assess- 
ing an ad valorem tax upon all property where 
that tax mav be assessed? Direct taxes will be 
levied according to population. I understand 
the constitutional rule to be that when you come 
to levy a tax, not direct, it shall be assessed ac- 
cording to the value of the property of the citi- 
zens of the several States. 


Mr. STEVENS. Coneress has no constitu- 


tional power to assess taxes upon a State. It 
must assess it upon the individual. There is no 
mode of ascertaining the value of the personal 
property pointed out by the Constitution; and this 
machinery is for the purpose of ascertaining that 
fact; and it is the only mode I know of which is 
within the efficient control of Congress. If we 
knew how much each State possessed of personal 
property, if we knew the valuation of it, we might 
then give the States the opportunity of paying 
upon that and dispensing with this machinery. 
There is no mode by which that can be ascertained 
that | know of, and can be enforced, except the 
one now suggested. But I have no objection to 
inquiring into the expediency of adopting any 
other mode. 

Mr. PIKE. Has the chairrffan or committee 
made any estimate of the amount of an income 
tax? 

Mr. STEVENS. 
tion turned to it. 

Mr. COLFAX. Iagree with nearly everything 
the chairman of the committee has said, and [am 
perfectly willing to go as far as any one in raising 
men and money for the purpose of putting down 
this wicked and unholy rebellion; but I wish now 
to call his attention to the second section of his 
bill, which provides that this machinery shall not 
ro into effect until the next session of Congress. 
‘The appointment of the assessors is not to be 
madt before then. This law, if it passes, will 
remain perfectly stagnant until then. 


We have not had our atten- 


Mr. STEVENS. It absolutely provides for | 


the $30,000,000 of taxes. We pledge ourselves 
to that for those who loan us the money we ask. 

Mr. COLFAX. The bill is so framed that cap- 
italists will ugderstand that it will remain idle 
until next December. If these taxes are deemed 
necessary now, this bill should go into operation 
immediately. ‘These assessors should be ap- 
pointed and sent out todo their work, so that this 
money shall be raised as promptly as possible to 
sustainthe credit of the country. If, however, 
we can wait for the appointment of assessors 


until next December, we can wait until then to | 


pass this bill. Lam perfectly willing to agree to 
the motion of the gentleman from New York, to 
recommit this bill. I am willing to change my 
instructions so as to meet the suggestion of the 
chairman, that the committee shall inquire into 
the expediency of these things. My object is the 
same as his. If itbe necessary to raise $20,000,000, 
or $30,000,000,0r $40,000,000, or even $50,000,000, 
by direct taxation, L will go with him as readily 
as any man here to raise it. When I saw the bill 
provided that it shall not go into operation before 
December next, I deemed it proper to make the 
suggestion I have. If we put the bill off until the 
next session, we will, I think, be then able to act 
more intelligently on these subjects. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I concur most fully in the 
remarks made by the gentleman from Indiana, 
and I take this occasion to make an appeal to my 
worthy friend, the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, not at this time to press upon 
the country this question of direct taxation, which, 
of all others, should be avoided if it can be. Now 
the bills which we have passed authorizing loans 
to be made, and authorizing the issue of Treasury 
notes, certainly make every provision for any 
contingency which can possibly arise between 
this time and the next session of Congress. 

Now, I agree with the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, and also with the gentleman from Indi- 
ana, and am willing to go with them, whenever it 
becomes an absolute necessity, to any extent, in 
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reference to the raising of money in order to put 
down this rebellion. I pledge them to do it; but 
at the same time, it seems to me, that in the f 
verish condition of the country, after we have | 
posed taxes upon a great many luxuries, as well 
as necessarics of life, this would be pushing the 
thing in hot haste; and it may affeet disastrously 
that patriotism and liberality which has led the 


vcople to subscribe the men and money whieh it 


is absolutely necessary to possess at all times. 
Now, let me appeal to the gentlemen to postpone 


the consideration of this bill until we meet here 
again. As has already been said, the provisions 
of the bill do not take effect until after that tim 


And, then, why is it necessary to send for 


the country the proposition of direct taxati 
when the attention of the country should be cor 
centrated upon a more important matter? If ther 
is any one thing of more importance than another, 
at this period of time, it is union of opinion and 
sentiment among the loyal men of the United 
States. If the levying of direct taxes at this time 
will prevent such union of sentiment and opinion, 
there is no one But will see that it 1s the worst 
policy that could be adopted. Task the gentle 
man, therefore, as a friend of this Government 
and the Union, to postpone the consideration of 
this que stion until these momentous matters which 
we have on hand shall be terminated one way or 
the other—fortunately, in the name of God, | hope. 
Before resuming my si at, | move to postpone the 
consideration of this bill until the next meeting of 
Congress. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Parton, 
one of theirclerks, announces d that the House had 
yassed the following bill and resolution; in which 
1e was directed to ask the concurrence of the 
House: 

A resolution (No. 9) relative to the exhibition 
of the industry of all nations, to be held in Lon 
don,in the year 1862; and 

An act to provide for the holding of the district 
and circuit courts in judicial districts during 
temporary vacancy of the judgeship. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I move that the resolution 
of the Senate just received be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. I make the motion be- 
cause the message of the President upon that sul 
ject has been referred to that committee, and the 
committee now have it under consideration. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled bills, reported that they had examined and 
found truly enrolled **An act to refund duties on 
arms imported by the States;’’ when the Speaker 
signed the same. 


ADDITIONAL REVENUE BILL-——AGAIN. 


Mr. PIKE. Iam opposed toa postponement, 
because I think we ought to consider the question 
of taxation now. But the sugrestions of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Cotrax]} do not o! 
viate the objections to this bill. The trouble in 
this bill is in the apportionment of the amount to 
be raised—in apportioning the $30,000,000 


to 


cording to the population of the country, trre- 
spective of its wealth. We have already, at the 
suggestion of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
assessed a tax of $30,000,000—according to their 
estimate—per capita, upon the country. Wehave 
voted a tax upon tea, sugar, coffee, and molasse 2 
which, in its results, comes as near a per capita 
tax as any that can be assessed. The proposition 
now is to assess an additional tax of $30,000,000. 
My idea about the matter Is, that since we has 
provide d for $30,000,000 in proportion to numbers 
simply, the next $30,000,000 of this extraordinary 
taxation should be levied upon the property of the 
country. 

Now, it is objected by the gentleman from Ohio 
{[Mr. Bineuam] that we have no constitutional 


power to assess a tax upon p¢ rsonal property. 
Very well. That provision of the Constitution ap- 
plies to the assessment of direct taxes, eo nomine, 


upon the States. Now, my proposition, which I 
submit to the constderation of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, is to assess such a tax as shull 
affect not only real property, but personal prop- 
erty. And still further, that it shall affect prop- 
erty only; and still further, following the exam- 
ple of the English income tax, that it shall affect 
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aa rty held not on ly b Vy peop ple in thiscountry, 


ee 


put by peop le abroad. Itis ve ry we ll known that 
Ens cad income tax, which is now seven pence 

on the pound on incomes exceeding £150, pro- 
duces a large sum. The public debt of Great Bril 

ain, whether held at home or abroad, is assessed, 
and the governors and directors of the Bank of 
England are made commissioners for the purpose 
of collecting that tax: as also are the directors of 
the South Sea Company made commissioners for 
collecting the tax upon the bonds and indemnities 
of the South Sea Company. So of the managers 
of other corporations If we li vy an income tax 
of ten per cent., according to the recommendation 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, it will give us 
a large revenue from the officials. But let it go 
further. A tax upon incomes arising from estates, 
and from personal property, is assess« das directly 
upon the property of the country as any tax can 


You have, then, this advantage 
tax; you have it upon real estate 
i property. 
further advantage: a large 
tedness of*the States, 
country, is owned abroad— 
Let us make 
property help 
not sufficient 


possibly be. 
from an income 
and upon persona 

There 1s als¢ 
amount of the inde! 
the railroads of the 
the rreater portion in ¢ rreat Britain. 
those who control that 
carry on this war. If five percent. ts 
to give the requisite amount, 
ten is insufficient, make it fift 
tables which ean be readily furnished, 
mittee of Ways and Means can 
some considerable di of 

ssary tax to be assessed. 

According to this bill of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, a dollar a head is assessed upon the 
population of the country. Rhode Island 
sessed $175,000; but I have no doubt that if the 
assessment was made according to property Rhode 
Island would pay four times the sum per head that 
Wisconsin would pay, and perhaps five or six 
times asmuch as Kansas would pay; and the same 
ee of population and wealth exists 
elsewhere. Having already assessed the pe op le 
of Kansas, Wisconsin, Maine, and other of the 
comparatively less wealthy States per capita for 
their proportion of the $30,000,000 upon tea and 
coffee, it is unfair to assess in the same manner 
another $30,000,000, when we have the ready and 
fair way of raising that sum, by an income tax 
upon real and personal estate. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The State from 
which l come is perhaps as much opposed to adirect 
tax as any other Stateinthe Union. But,sir, they 
prefer a direct tax to giving up this Government. 
lf that is the alternative, they will not hesitate 
which to choose. 

These side motions and flank movements to de- 
feat the bill, instead of a square vote to postpone 
it, in order that we may do nothing, are in effect 
the same as any motion would be to kill the bill. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, unless we pass this bill, or 
something equivalent, our entire mecting at this 
session of Congress will have been for nothing. 
We have come here and made a gigantic brag, 
and yet, when we are called upon now to face the 
battery of direct taxation, we are to retreat. 
utter folly to suppose that we have given the Gov- 


» this 


pet SOnS 


the Com- 
estimate, with 
the ne- 


ree correctness, 


aASs- 
a 


and of 


make it ten; and if 
By means of 


Itis | 


$$$ $$$ rr 


ernment $500, 000,000, or any number of millions | 


of dollars 
sinews of war—the means of raising the money 
to bring the men into the field. You may au- 
thorize a loan; but you cannot get capitalists to 
lend their money unless you give them satisfac- 
tory security. It is not the rate of interest you 
mean to pay that draws out capital, but it is the 
rock-bottom security that capitalists are going to 
be paid the interest punctually and their principal 
when due. Now, in relation to the bill. Asthe 
gentleman from Main |Mr. Prxe] has suggested, 
I think it would be well if it went even ‘further, 
and embraced other items for taxation; but let us 
take it as good as faras it goes. I have no doubt 
we shall quite early enough come to the question 
of an income tax, and some other items which I 
should be willing to seeembraced in this bill; but 
I question very much whether thercby we should 
secure more votes. We want to pass something 
now promptly; something that will enable the 
Secretary of the Treasury to negotiate a loan; and 
if we stand here and higgle about this bill, that it 


is not exactly right in this thing and that thing, | 


and take off a cheese-paring here and a cheese- 


, and five hundred thousand or three | 
hundred thousand troops, unless we supply the || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 





paring there, and insliuyed in adisagreementor | 


the 
able to 


postponement, in my judgment, 
Treasury will not be 
single dollar—not a dollar. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I hardly think the discus- 
sion should be confined in so narrow a space as 
at present itis with the motion to postpone hang- 
I want to see gentlemen brought to 
a direct vote, whether they are willing to supply 
me for Ml Administration to prosecute this 
war, or whether they will proclaim, in the face 
of the enemy, that the troops are to be withdrawn 
from this capital; for a postponement of this bill— 
a failure to pass it—will be in fact a proclama- 
tion that we are to abandon the capital, and that 
very soon. I move the previous ques stion. 

TheSPEAKER. The stion is on the mo- 
tion to postpone the 
bill until December next. 
will exhaust itself on that motion. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Is itin order to 
move to suspend hostilities in the mean time? 

The SPEAKER. Itis not. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main — stion ordered. 

Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays 
on the motion to postpone. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 43, nays 88; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Ancona, Joseph Baily, George H. 
Browne, Burnett, Cooper, Cox, Cravens, Crisfield, 
tenden, English, Fisher, Grider, 


Secretary 


of the 


ing over us. 


ans 


ques 


negotiate a | 


further consideration of the | 
The previous question | 


Crit- | 
Haight, Harding, Uoiman, | 


Jackson, Johnson, Law, Leary, Logan, Menzies, Noble, 
Norton, Nugen, George II. Pendleton, Reid, Richardson, | 


Robinson, James S&S. Rollins, Smith, William G. Steele, 


Vallandigham, Vandever, Vibbard, Voorhees, Wadsworth, | 


Ward, Webster, 
and Wright—43. 


Whaley, Chilton A. White, Wickliffe, 


NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Allev, Armold, Babbitt, Gold- 
smith F. Bailey, Baker, Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, Sam 
uel S. Blair, Blake, Buflinton, Calvert, Campbell, Cham 


berlain, Colfax, Roscoe Conkling, Conway,Corning, Cutler, 
Davis, Dawes, Delano, Diven, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, 
Eliot, Fenton, Fessenden, Fouke, Franchot, Frank, Gooch, 
Goodwin, Granger, Hale, Hanchett, Harrison, Horton, 
Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, William 
Kellogg, Lansing, Lehman, Loomis, Lovejoy, McCler- 
nand, McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Mitchel!, Moor- 
| head, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, Pike, Pomeroy, 
Porter, Potter, Alexander H. Rice, John U. Rice, Riddie, 
Sedgwick, Shanks, Sheffield, Shellabarger, Sherman, 
Sloan, Stevens, Stratton, Train, Trowbridge, Uptong Van 


Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Verree, Wall, Wallace, Charles 
W. Walton, E. P. Walton, Washburne, Whecler, Albert 


S. White, 


So the House refused to postpone the consid- 
| eration of the bill. 


Windom, Woodruff, and Worcester—88. 


During the call, 
Mr. RIDDLE stated that Mr. Brimsie 
| at his room. 

Mr. UPTON stated that his colleague, Mr. 
3ROWN, came here an invalid when the session 
was semewhat advanced, and was compelled to 
return to his home in Virginia on Saturday last. 


E was ill 


The result of the vote having been announced . 


as above recorded, the question recurred on the 
| amendment proposed by Mr. Cortrax to the res- 
olution offered by Mr. Roscoe Conk.ine. 


Mr. BLAKE. I offer the following as an 
amendment to the amendment: 


That the bill be reeommitted to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, with instructions to strike out all after the en- 
acting clause of the bill, and insert a provision authorizing 
the Secretary of the Treasury to issue Treasury notes to the 


annum. 
Mr. 
tion. 
The previous qnoumee was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 


LOVEJOY. 


I move the previous ques- 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 

On motion of Mr. SEDGWICK, by unanimous 
consent, the House insisted upon its amendments 
to Senate bill No. 20, to authorize the appoint- 
ment of an Assistant Secretary of the Navy and 
fixing the salary of the same, and for other pur- 
poses, and asked for a committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 


| MEDICAL CORPS OF THE NAVY. 
On motion of Mr. SEDGWICK, also, by unan- 


imous consent, the House insisted on its amend- 

ments to Senate bill No. 31, to increase the ined- 

ical corps of the Navy and for other purposes, 

and asked for a committee of conference on the 
| disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 


amount of $59,000,000, in denominations of five dollars and | 
upwards, bearing interest at the rate of three per cent. per | 


| Means ** to inquire into the expediency, 


July | 24, 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Patron, one 
of their clerks, announced that the Senate insisted 
on its amendments, disagreed to by the House, to 
the bill of the House making additional appropri- 
ations for the legislative, executive, and 
e oe nses of the Government for the year endi: 

June 30, 1862, and appropriations of arrearag 
for the year ending June 30, 1861, and agreed to 
the conference asked by the House; and had 
appointed Messrs. Fessenpen, Suerman, and 
Latuam the committee on the part of the Senate, 

INCREASED REVENUE BILL. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the resolution submitted by Mr. Roscoe Conx- 
LING in relation to the bill to provide additional! 
revenue for defraying the expenses of the Govern- 
ment and maintaining the public credit by the as- 
sessment of a direct tax and internal duties, and 
the amendments pending thereto. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Is it too late to makea 
question of order on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Biake?] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Then I make the point 
of order that it.is not in order as an amendment 
to this bill. It is a proposition to issue 
plasters. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment proposes 
to instruct the Committee of Ways and Means 
to do what the House itself could not do, and the 
Chair therefore sustains the pointof order. The 
House could not strike out the bill, and insert 
such a one as that. 

The question recurred on Mr. Cotrax’s amend- 


Shiihe- 


; ment. 


Mr. COLFAX modified the 
make it directory to the 


same, so as to 
Yommittee of Ways and 
Ke, 

Mr. McCLERNAND demanded the yeas and 
nays on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was disagreed to—ayes thirty, 


| noes not counted. 





| Buffinton, 


The question recurred on the resolution sub- 
mitted by Mr. Roscoz Conkuine; and which was 
read, as follows: o 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union be discharged from the further consideration 
of the House bill No. 71; and that the same be recommitted 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, with instructions to 
inquire into the expediency of so amending it as to provide 
that the tax on real and personal estate provided therein 
shall be levied, assessed, and collected in the several States, 
Territories, and the Districtof Coluinbia, in the same man- 
ner as the State, territorial, and District taxes are by local 
laws assessed and collected therein. 

Mr. STEVENS demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on Mr. Roscor Conk- 
LInG’s resolution; and it was decided in the ailirm- 
ative—yeas 70, nays 61; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alien, Alley, Ancona, Ashley, 
Joseph Baily, Beaman, Francis P. Blair, George H. Browne, 
Calvert, Chamberlain, Cobb, Colfax, Roscoe 
Conkling, Conway, Cooper, Cox, Cravens, Crittenden, 
Curtis, Duniap, Dunn, English, Grider, Gurley, Haight, 
Hale, Hanchett, Harding, Holman, Johnson, William Kel 


| logg, Law, Leary, Lehman, Logan, MeClernand, McKean, 


| McPherson, Matlory, Menzies, Mitchell, Morris, Noble, 
| Norton, Nugen, Odell, George H. Pendleton, Porter, Rob 
inson, Edward HU. Rollins, James 3S. Rollins, Sedgwick, 
Shanks, Smith, William G. Steele, Vallandigham, Vande 
ver, Vibbard, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Ward, Webster, 
Whaley, Chilton A. White, Wickliffe, Woodruff, Wor- 


; Edwards, 
| win,Granger, I arrison, Horton, Hutchins, 


cester, and Wright—70. 

NAYS—Messrs. Babbitt, Baker, Baxter, Bingham, Sain- 
uel 5S. Blair, Blake, Burnett, Campbell, Clark, Corning, 
Crisfield, Cutler, Davis, Dawes, Delano, Diven, Edgerton, 
Eliot, Fenton, Fouke, Franchot, Gooch, Good- 
Jackson, Julian, 
Kelicy, Francis W. Kellogg, Loomis, Lovejoy, Moorhead, 
Anson P. Morrill, Justin S. Morriil, Olin, P ike, Pomeroy, 
Potter, Alexander H. Rice, Join H. Rice, Riddle, Shetticld, 
Shellabarger, Sherinan, Spaulding, Stevens, Straiton, 
Train, Trowbridge, Upton, Van Horn, Van Valkenburgh, 
Verree, Wallace, Charles W. Walton, E. P. Walton, 
Washbarne, and Albert 8. White—61. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution was agreed to; 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM TIE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
1| Mr. Patron, one ofits clerks; notifying the House 
| that the Senate had passed, without amendment, 
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1861. 


an act relative to the revenue marine, to compen- 
sation of the officers thereof, and for other pur- 
OSes. 

And then, on motion of Mr. KELLOGG, of 
Michigan, (at five minutes before four o’clock, p. 
m.,) the House adjourned. 







IN SENATE. 

a Tuurspay, July 25, 186). 
4g Prayer by the Chapl un, Rev v. Dr. SUNDERLAND. 
: The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. CLARK asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution 
(S. No. 10) declaratory of the determination of 
Congress to maintain the supremacy of the Gov- 
ernment and integrity of the Union; which was 
og read twice by its title, and ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

Mr. MORRILL asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


—— 47) granting public lands and a loan of the credit 
a4 of the Government to the People’s Pacific Rail- 
‘Z road Company, to aid in the construction of a 


railroad from the Missouri river to San Francisco, 
i onthe Pacific which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the select committee on the 
Pacific railroad. 

Mr. SHERMAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 48) providing a commission to examine and 


coasts 


a report as to the compensation ofall officers of the 

J Government and for other purposes; which was 

: read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 

mittee on Finance. 

4 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

4 Mr. GRIMES, from the Committee on Naval 

4 Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
is 19) to establish a national armory on Rock Island, 
| 


in the State of Ilinois, reported it without amend- 
eae ment, and recommended its passage. 

a Mr. GRIMES, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 45) to make an appropriation for the 
rebuilding and repair of the Long Bridge, reported 
it without anwendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
the subject was referred, reported a bill (S. No. 
46) to provide for the construction of a bridge 
across the Potomac river: which was read twice 
by its title. 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
James Hamilton, praying that the Navy Depart- 
ment may be authorized to avail itself of an im- 
provement made by him in machinery for curve- 
linear and compound bevel sawing, reported that 
its further consideration be postponed until the first 
Mpnday of December next; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of Rhode Island, in relation to the establish- 
ment of the United States Naval Academy in that 
State, asked to be discharged from their further 
consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Joseph Arters and 
others, citizens of Quincy, Illinois, praying the 
establishment of an arsenal and armory at that 
place, asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of citizens of New Jer- 
sey, praying that the Naval Academy may be lo- 

cael at the city of Perth Amboy, in that State, 
asked to be discharged from its further consider- 
ation; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of V. Y. Ralston and 
others, citizens of Quincy, Illinois, praying the 













place,asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, praying the establishment of a national 
armory at the Falls of Big Beaver river, in Beaver 
county, Pennsylvania, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 
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establishment of an arsenal and armory at that || 





+REX SSION AL GLOBE. 


20) to provide for the suppression of rebellion || ment. The reason that we did not propose it 
against, and resistance to, the laws of the United |) was, that the Committee on Naval Affairs, from 
States, and to amend the act entitled “An act to || whom the resolution comes, did not consider 
provide for calling forth the militia to execute the themselves « he arged with any inquiry in re lation 
laws of the Union,”’ GEC... passe d February 28, to the military atlairs of the Gove rnment. A 
1795, reported it without amendment, witharec- |) is to be devolved upon a st 
ommendation that it do pass. of es Cc 
Mr. SUMNER. The Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom were referred resolutions of The PRESIDENT pro t mpore. The amend- 
the Legislature of New York relative to the treaty | mentof the Senator from Illinois is, after the word 
with Great Britain, commonly known as the reci- || ** Norfolk,’’ to insert, 
procity treaty, have had the same under consid- |, Harper’s Ferry.’ 
eration, and have directed me to re port it back, The amendment was agreed to. 
with the recommendation that this whole subject The 
be postpone d to the next 
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lect committee Inst id 
ommittee on Naval Affairs, | have no 


objection to the amendment. 


**and at the armory at 


resolution, as amended, was agreed to, as 


a 
seSsSio!} meress. ° . 
session of ¢ nere follows: 


The PRESIDENT pro yore. ‘The Senator at 
; Phe I RE Ll N Lp tempore ‘ “ase Resolved, That a select committee of three, to be upp tod 
from Massachusctts, from the Committee on For- by the Chair, be instructed to inquire inte the eirer 
eign Relations, reports that the subject-matter || stances attending the surrender of the navy-yard at Pensa 
referred to be postponed until the first Monday |, cola, and the destruction of the property of the United 
. \ he States at the navy-yard at Norfolk, and at the armory ‘at 
tf December next. 2 : : 
os Harper’s Ferry, and the abandonment of the same by | 
I'he motion was arreed to. forces of the United States, and to inquire especially if 
, there was any default in either case on the part of any of 
erprop 2 TO Pepe 
INSTRUCTIONS TO MINISTERS. ficer of the United States; and that said committee ty n 


powered to send tor persons and papers, and that they be 
authorized to sit during the recess of Congress ; and further, 
that they be allowed to devolve all or a portion of these in 


Mr. HOWE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 


sent, and agreed to: quiries on a sub-committee of their own members, if they 
Resolved, That the President be requested to communi shall deem it expedient; and that they have power to empiey 
‘ate to the Senate all instructions issued by the executive a clerk. 
partment to our foreign ministers, since the 4th of Mareh INDEMNIFICATION OF STATES 
last, in reference to the rebellion now existing in the south : 
ern portion of the Uyion, if, in his judgment, the publi Mr. SHERMAN. Lam directed 7 the ¢ a 


cation of the same be 
interest. 


not incompatible with the public mittee on Finance to report back the bill (HH. 


|| No. 69) to indemnify the States for expenses in- 
curred by them in defense of the United States, 
and to ask for its present consideration. 


CONSULAR FEES. 

Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
col — and agreed to: Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed the bill. Its purpose is to direct the Secretar V of 
to cee into the expediency of so amending the law rel the Tre asury to pay to the Governor of ar ly State, 
ative to consular fees as not torequire the payment of fees or to his duly authorized 


to consuls for more than four trips in the year, by American ieee cane : ste loneeeeermedlh Dies cena 
vessels that run regularly, either weekly, monthly, or other- || Charges, and expenses, properly incurred by such 
wise, between foreign ports. | State for e oa subsisting, clothing, supply- 
—— y » w —— * o a l ne aying, and transporting 
DESTRUCTION OF NAVY-YARDS. || ing, arming, equipping, payin © transporting 
: } : f its troops ia iloyed in aiding to suppress the 
Mr. HALE. [ am instructed by the ¢ ommit- | present insurrection against the United States, to 
tee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred a || he settled upon proper vouchers to be filed and 
resolution inquiring into the circumstances attend- passed upon by the proper accounting officers of 
if she surrender of the navy-yard at Pensac ms the Treasury 
and the destruc prises United States ee rly "The bill was reported to the Senate without 
the navy-yard at Norfolk and the abandonment |) am, ndment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
of the same, to reportit back with a recommend- |) third time, and passed 
ation that it pass, with two amendments, which 
THE TARIFF BILL. 


lL send to the Chair. I ask that the resolution be 
considered at this time. Mr. SIMMONS. I am instructed by the Com- 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolu- || mittee on Finance to re port back the bill CH. 
tion and the amendments will be read. No. 54) to provide increased revenue from im- 
The Secretary read the following resolution || ports, to pay the interest of the public debt, and 
submitted on the 20th instant, and referred to the || for other purposes, with a substitute, 
all after the enacting clause; and if it is the pleas- 


Committee on Naval Affairs : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- || ure of the Senate to consider it now, I will ex- 
structed to, inquire into the circumstances attending the P slain its provisions and purposes. 
surrendervof the navy-yard at Pensacola, and the destruc The PRESIDENT { The Senator 
tion o€ the property of the United States at the navy-yard : ue 7 pro ee le Senator 
it Norfolk, and the abandonment of the same by the from Rhode Isl and, from the ymmittee on Fi- 
of the United States, and to inquire especially if there was ni ince, re ports bac I House bill No. 54, for the 
al lefault is ther case he ps Fa icer , 
any defauit in either case on the part of any officer of the || raising of revenue, accompanied by an amend- 
United States; and that said committee be empowered to 
ment in the form of a substitute forthe whole bill, 
and asks for the present consideration of the bill. 
HALE. Unless it is very urgent, I feel 
constrained to say that I do not like to vote on 


end for persons and papers, and that they be authorized 
» sit during the recess of Congress; and further, that they 

such a bill without having it printed, so that we 
can see what it is. 


agents, the costs 


to strike out 


forces 


be allowed to devolve all or a portion of these inquiries on Mr. 
a sub-committee of their own members, if they shall deem | 

’ | 
it expedient. | 


The first amendment of the committee was to 


strike out the words *‘ Committee on Naval Af- Mr. SIMMONS. It has been printed and laid 
fair,”’ and insert ‘*a select committee of three, || 9) Senator’s tables for about a week 
1 os Sree oy Oe ae: || Mr. HALE. The substitute? 


[he amendment was agreed to. || Mr.SIMMONS. The substitute was printed 


The next amendment was to insert at the end || three or four days ago. However, I have no ob- 
of the resolution, ‘‘ and that they have power to || jection to its going over. 
employ a clerk.”’ ' Mr. HALE. Let it lie over. 

The amendment was agreed to. || a new substitute. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question |; The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
is on agreeing to the resolution as amended. ator from New Hampshire obj et? 


Mr. ANTHONY. I should like to hear’the || Mr. HALE. I do, unless the Senator from 


[ thought it was 


Does the Sen- 


resolution read as it now stands amended. Rhode Island says it is absolutely necessary to- 
The Secretary read it. || day. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Is the resolution subject Mr. FESSENDEN. I suppose the Senator 
to further amendment? !' from Rhode Island can explain the objects, and 


The resolu- 


desires to make some 
I suppose there is no 


_The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
tion is open to further amendment. e xplanation in regard to it. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I suggest that, while we || objection to that. 
are inquiring into the destruction of property at || Mr. HALE. I withdraw the objection. 
the nav¢-yardsat Norfolk and Pensacola, we also The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
inquire into the destruction of property at Har- | hears no objection to the present considgration of 
per’s Fe rry. I move to insert, ** and the armory || this bill. 
| at Harper’s Ferry”’ in-the proper place. |} Mr. COLLAMER. It has been said that the 
| Mr. HALE. Thaveno objection to thatamend- || substitute has been printed; but I desire to know 


then it can be printed. He 
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aa? 

whether the substitute now offered is the same 
that was printed, 

Mr. SIMMONS. There isa veryslightamend- 
ment in referen to the first section of the bill: 
but it does not change the amount of duties 
scarcely at all; and 1 do not know that it does a 


cent 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


No obj ction 
hen 


mn of the billat this 
as in Committee of the 
Whole, the question being upon the amendment 


if made to the considerati 


time, it is before the Senat 
reported by the Committee on Finance; and upon 
that question the Senator from Rhode Island has 
the floor. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 


the 


I desire to pres nt some of 
; that induced the committee to 
change the character of the bill as it came from 
the House of Re presentatives. The bill of the 
House proposes additional specific duties upon 


{ onside ratiol 


three or fous of the leading articles of consump- 
tion in the country, to wit: tea, coffee, sugar, and 
molasses, with some slight variation of the duties 
spices, amounting, perhaps, in all, to $50,000, 
so faras these four articles are concern d. As near 
as the committee could ascertain the results of the 
bill as it came from the House, it would yield an 
additional revenue of $20,000,000 to what we now 


lect: 


on 


co and although I suppose rt has not been 
of sufficient interest to the people generally to 
recollect what was said about the tariff that passed 
last spring, | will restate what the committee con- 
ded that tariff would yield. It was supposed, 
when the duty on tea and coffee was in, it would 
yield $65,000,000 on an annual importation of 
$325,000,000; but the duty on tea and coffee being 
stricken out, there was a reduction of $5,000,000, 
leaving the bill, as it now stands upon the statute- 
book, to yield about $60,000,000 on an importa- 
tion of $325,000,000. ‘Three hundred and twenty- 
five million was taken as the basis, because that 
was the average importation of the four preceding 


years. 


as 
} 
Cit 


The substitute now presented levies very nearly, 
if not quite, the same duty on all the articles in- 
cluded in the House bill, except sugar. There 
we reduce. The duty on sugar by the substitute 
of the Committee on Finance is 2 cents a pound; 
by the House bill it is 25 cents a pound on raw 
sugar, and 3 cents on clayed sugar; and, by the 
way, the importation of clayed sugar amounts to 
only 1,000,000 pounds. We did not think it 
worth while to make any distinction. Out of 
700,000,000 pounds imported, there is only about 
1,000,000 pounds of clayed sugar. That will make 
a reduction on what the House would have raised 
on these imported articles of about 9800,000 or 
41,000,000. ‘To make that up and to get addi- 
tional revenue we propose to add ten per cent. on 
all dutiable schedules, and to the free schedules, 
except the leading articles I have just enumerated, 
‘To these we add nothing; but on all the other 
articles on which duties are now imposed, we add 
ten per cent., unless where the addition of ten per 
cent, to the present duty would make it aise 
than fifty per cent., and in those cases itis not 
added. ‘The importation of the articles thus in- 
creased amounting about $260,000,000, this 
would give us an additional duty of $26,000,000. 
Then deducting the $1,000,000 which we take off 
sugar, we have an addition to the House bill of 
$25,000,000; so that if these estimates are any- 
where near correct, the substitute reported by 
the Committee on Finance, as an addition to the 
present law, will give an annual of 
$105,000,000 on customs. 

I do not know that the Committee on Finance 
has formally prepared any estimate of the ex- 
penditures of the Government. My own opin- 
ion is, that the annual expenses of the Govera- 
ment, when these troubles have subsided, will be 
$80,000,000, and that the interest on the public 


to 


revenue 


debt will be from $25,000,000 to $30,000,000, 
supposing them to be terminated, as 1 suppose 
they will be terminated, before a great while. 


That will make an annual expenditure of from 
$ 105,000,000 to 1 10,000,000; and to meet our ex- 
penses, and to pay the 

1 believe the House of Ri presentatives are ma- 
turing a plan for raising an additional amount of 
money for the public Treasury by different forms 
of taxation. I believe itis the duty of Congress 
to raise $20,000,000 in addition to what is pro- 
posed io be raised by this impost bill; and it is 
my deliberate judgment, having given this subject 


interest on the public debt, 


some considerable attention, that the only proper 
form, in addition to such a duty as we recom- 
mend, for raising these $20,000,000 or $25,000,000 
is the form of a tax on incomes. Let us tax prop- 
erty, in the last resort, when we have to reach 
the pooras wellas the rich, people of small means 

well as those who have large; but I do not be- 
lieve this country has come to a pass to be driven 
to a resource of such extreme measures. 1 think, 
with what we can collect by a moderate duty on 
importations and a mode rate tax on incomes ex- 


ceeding $1,000, we can meet all the exigencies of 


the public service, loaded down as it will be by this 
wicked rebellion. ; 
Many people will believe—in fact, almost every- 
body believes, that the taxation we imposed last 
year was enormous. Such has been the current 
of the public press since that bill was passed, 
that unless the people have studied it carefully 
they have been misled with reference to the im- 
positions contained in that law. I have taken 
some pains to ascertain what has been the history 
of our finances. In all the labor I have been able 
to bestow on the subject, I have been unable to 
find any table ina condensed form reaching back 
more than forty years. Now I want to state, that 
the public may khow, if they will ever read what 


I do say, what has been our impost system for || 


the last forty years in the history of this Govern- 
ment. We have had a great many changes in it. 
I will begin with the year 1821. 

From 182] to 1828, the average rate of duty 
upon the dutiable imports was 36.60 per cent.—a 
little over 365; and upon the whole importa- 
tions of the country, including the free list, 34.43 
per cent. I suppose I may as well leave out 
these hundredths, for they are of no consequence. 
From 1828 to 1832, the duties were 41.16 per cent. 
on the dutiable goods, and 38.32 on the whole 
importations. From 1832 to the end of 1833, two 
years, the duties on the dutiable goods were 44.24, 
and upon the whole importations 33 per cent. 
Tea and coffee were made free in that tariff, which 
made a great disparity between the whole import- 
ations and the dutiable goods. 
January, 1834, to 1842, the period that was known 
as the operation of the compromise tariff, the 
average of duties on dutiable goods was 29.65 per 
cent., and on the whole importation 15.42 per 
cent. That act made a very large addition to the 
free lists. We had an overflowing Treasury, and 
the only object and purpose of that tariff act was 
to relieve the Treasury of that surplus. From 
1842 to 1846, the average duties on the dutiable 
importations were 36.60, and on the whole im- 
portations, 26.73 per cent. From 1847 to 1857, 
including both years, the average was 26.03 on 
dutiable goods, and 22.88 per cent. on the whole 
importations, From 1857 to 1861, three and two 
thirds years, the average amount collected on the 
entire importation was 14} per cent., and about 
16 or 17 per cent. on the dutiable goods. I did not 
go into that calculation. 

That, sir, is our actual experience. The rates 
of duty upon the entire importation for forty years 
have ranged from about 144 to 38 per cent., some 
being more discriminating than others; and I say, 
notwithstanding what the newspapers write on 
the subject, that our present tariff act, with the 
addition proposed by the Committee on Finance, 
is a fair medium for the forty years. I have not 
ciphered it out, but I can tell pretty near by read- 
ing these figures over. The duties on the dutiable 
schedules under the tariff act of 1846, which lasted 
eleven years, averaged 303 per cent.; and upon the 
whole importations 27 per cent. That was the 
rate spr cified inthe schedules. We collected only 
22 per cent., but that was the provision of the law. 
There werea great many evasions underit. Then, 
under the act of 1857, the imposition was 17} per 
cent., on the dutiable goods, and 16 per cent. upon 
the whole importations. 

The tariff act now on the statute-book is com- 
posed of some specific duties, as well as ad valo- 
rems; and L will give a comparison of the rates, 
prefacing that the duties on brandies and spirits 
run in that bill from 334, up to perhaps 6637 per 
cent.—making an average of 50 percent. Thatis 
schedule A in the tariff. Then the wine duties are 
40 per cent. Thatis schedule B under the act we 
passed last session. 
30 per cent., embracing silks; another of 25 per 
cent.; another of 20, 15, 10,and 5 percent. The 


From the Ist of 


There is another schedule of 
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should be willing to imposs upon the consump- 
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per cent.; on the entire schedules, 21} per cent, 
‘That is the bill of last year, which is called a bij] 
of such dreadful duties. The committee propose 
to add on 10 per cent.—making 31} percent. The 
average rate of duty under the tariff bill of 1846, 
which was in operation foreleven yearsand agaist 
which there was no complaint, was 30 per cent 
and a fraction—1 per cent. less than this with the 
fractions. 

Now, the only purpose I have in making these 
explanations, is to show, byactual demonstration, 
that so far as rates of duty are concerned, this 
bill is a medium between the lowest pointand the 
hizhest point, the lowest point being between fif- 
teen and twenty, and the highest forty-four. Evi- 
dently, this is a fair medium, and yet, | suppose 
we shall be considered exceedingly extravagant 
in trying to replenish our Treasury. : 

I agree that that rate of duty is more than I 

: um] 
tion of the country for a series of years. It is not 
needed as an incidental benefit to any great lead- 
ing interest of the country. I think that was suf- 
ficiently provided for in the original bill that was 
intended to raise $65,000,000, and therefore there 
iS a provision in the second section of the substi- 
tute that, whenever the public exigencies shall 
justify it, this addition of ten per cent. shall be 


taken off by proclamation, so as to bringit down 


to where it is now, except the duty on tea and 
coffee, which I say will be permanent. I have 
no objection to taxing liquors as much as any gen- 
tleman suggests, and [ have no particular choice 
about this bill. It is subject to amendment, and 
I shall not cavil about any that is offered. I 
merely designed to explain what were our views; 
and as I believe I have possessed the Senate of 
the principal points in it, | do not know that I 
need weary their patience with any further ex- 
planation. 

Mr. HALE. How about works of art? 

Mr. SIMMONS. Ifa work of art is accom- 
panied by a certificate that the man who made it 
was an American, we allow it to come in free, if 
it is imported as a matter of taste, and not for 
sale. I tried to respect the feelings of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The exigencies that called upon t&e committee 
for this increase of indirect taxation are known 
to the country; and I believe the people will cheer- 
fully bear this imposition. I was going to make 
some allusion to what has transpired since we 
have been here, showing the additional necessity 
of providing this revenue without much delay. [| 
do not know what to call the sort of precipitate 
retreat from Centreville that some of our soldiers 
made the other night; but I believe it is gaing to 
make it much more difficult for us to negotiate 
loans than if they had stood their ground, which 
they would have done if they had not been or- 
dered peremptorily from the field. Soldiers mugt 


| obey orders, whatever their opinion may be of 


their propriety. I suppose I have done as all 
other Senators have done who had troops in the 
field from the States they represent. When the 
troops of Rhode Island returned, I repaired to 
the camp to inquire of their welfare; and the un- 


| varnished tale of the unlettered soldier was pre- 


cisely like the conversation of the scientific and 
accomplished officer. They all told the same 
story; and that was a story of valor and firmness 
and endurance that any men might be proud of. 
I have heard a great deal of criticism on this battle 
in the streets. I am not a military man; but if 
there is any parent mourning the loss of a child 
in the Rhode Island regiments, I shall say to them 
here, as at home: weep not, but rather rejoice 
that one who sprung from your loins has partici- 
pated in this confliet, which was waged in de- 
tense of the most beneficent Government our race 
ever knew, and was worthy of Rome in her Fa- 
bian age, or of Lacedsemon in the days of Leon- 
idas. It is to pay for services in such a cause 
that these exactions are made upon the people ot 
the country. They ought to be resolved upon 
by Senators. They certainly will be responded 
to by their constituents, 
We were told by nearly, if not quite all the 
press and the people of the country, before we 


| came here, that it was our duty to pass all neces- 


average of these duties on the dutiable goods is 24 |! 


sary laws, and go home ina week or ten days. l 
think that such a crisis as this demands of every 
patriot the study of every measure with the utmost 
attention. 
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There is not a man living on the face of. the 
globe who has any ex cperie nce in events of the 
magnitude we are considering; and I shall cheer- 
fully stay here till I spell every word in all these 
bills that I could understand if I read them; ack 
as I cannot, 1 will not read, but vote for upon the 
faith I have in those who examine them. Sir, 
this nation is entering upon a page of its history 
which, in my judgment, is destined to make it the 
most renowned the world has ever known. 

This imposes upon us all, as individuals, as 
well as upon the nation, responsibiliues among 


—_— 


- ° ] ¢ . F 
ourselves, as well as among the nations of the 
world, such as we have been unaccustomed 
and which no other circumstances would have 


Other nations will see with what 
alacrity three hundred thousand men have rushed 
to the defense of their flag. This may excite in 
rivals je alousy—possibly hostility. They will 
watch us with more eagle eyes, and look upon 
whatever we do with a sterner regard to our ad- 
vancement; but I believe posterity will see here 
the greatest nation the sun ever shone upon. Be- 
lieving this, lam ready to begin to provide for 
the obligation it will impose. When this is done, 
the Genius of Freedom will say to her votaries 
everywhere, in every country and in every clime, 
wherever our standard winnows the buxom air: 
** Be not afraid, it is I.”’ 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, 1am very glad 
to hear the remarks made by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island. I always listen to him 
with pleasure, and never with more pleasure than 
I have listened to him this morning. The hon- 
orable Senator took occasion to pay a just tribute 
to his fellow-citizens from Rhode Island who were 
engaged in the late battle. I think it was due to 
them, and I think it was handsomely done, as the 
Senator always does everything that he under- 
takes to do. But when such remarks are made— 
and I have no doubt they have all been made in 
a patriotic spirit—I think it is my duty to say a 
single word in reference to the only citizen of my 
State that commanded a regiment in the late con- 
test. So far as I can learn, whatever of censure 
may liens fallen upon anybody, none of it be- 
longs to him or to his corps. 1 refer to Colonel 
Marston, thgcolonel of the second regiment of 
New Hampshire, who is also entitled to a seatin 
the other House of Congress. I believe he did 
everything that the moste xperienced veteran sol- 
dier could do on thatoccasion. He was wounded, 
as Senators doubtlessare aware; hisarm was shat- 
tered so that he expected he must submit to am- 
putation. He was on fuot when he was wounded, 
but he would not be detained from the head of his 
regiment; he told the surgeon to splinter up his 
shattered right arm in the best way he could, 
called for his horse, and in that condition mounted, 
his horse being led by a servant; and he was in 
his saddle at the head of his regiment some two 
or three hours after it was thus shattered, expect- 
ing as soon as the battle was over that the arm 
would be amputated. I cannot sit still here, or 
anywhere else, and hear remarks made which 
might, by implication—I know they were not so 
inte nde d—reflect on a man who so nobly and gal- 
lantly performed his duty on that occasion; and 
I trust I shall not be out of place when I say, be- 
fore I sit down, that I am happy to be able to say 
that the wound, it is hoped, will not prove so dis- 
astrous as it was once supposed it would, and 
that he is in a fair way of recovery. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I must have been unfortu- 
nate if anybody supposed I intended to reflect on 
that gallant man. 


laid upon us. 


Mr. HALE. No. 
Mr. SIMMONS. I did not say anything about 


New Hampshire, because New Hampshire men 
can do it better than I can. 

Mr. HALE. I did not so understand you. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I did notsay anything about 
any of them. I merely said what they told me 
of the whole of them that fought at all. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I was desirous that this 
bill should be taken up this morning merely for 
the purpose of hearing the explanation to be made 
by the honorable Senator from Rhode Island , who 
drafted the proposed substitute, who is the suthor 
ofit, and who, therefore, understands it much bet- 
ter than any body else. It was not with the design 
of having it finally acted on to-day; because with 
regard to a bill of this i Importance, | am perfectly 
aware that, although it may be printed and laid 
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| knowledge of its necessity. 


il 
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upon our tables, it is not the custom of Ssiaaiiens 
to examine it very minutel¥ until it actually 
broucht before the Senate for consideration. Iam, 
therefore, perfectly willing, in ace rdance with a 
sSuggesuon made by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire in the first place, and in fact rather desirous, 
in order that gentlemen familiar with the subject 
may have an opportunity to examine the bill more 
at their leisure, if the y wish to do so, that the bill 
shall go over until to-morrow for further consid- 
ration. 

I will add, while saying this, that the bill was 
adopted by the committee as a substitute for that 
W hic] i was sent here by the House of Represent- 
atives, because it appeared to be quite simple in 
its provisions, easily understood, easily to be 
rcted upon, and becaus> we believed it would 
add very much more to the whole revenue of the 
country; and yet there are some points of it which 
need consideration. I take this occasion to s ay 
that I agree with the Senator from Rhode Island 
that we shall have to do yet more before we ad- 


is 


journ, in order to place the credit of this Govern- 


ment where it should be placed in order to meet 
the present exigency. In what exact form that 
will come has not yet been determined upon hy 
the committee. Iam free to say, however, from 
all the consideration that I have given to the sub- 
that Lam inclined very much to favor the 
idea of a tax upon incomes, for the reason eh 
taking both measures together, | believe the bur- 
dens will be more equalized on all classes of the 
community, more especially on those who are able 
to bear them. I am perfec tly aware that, if we 
should resort to a tax upon incomes instead of 
those which are proposed in the bill which is now 
being acted on in the House of Representatives, 
and if Congress should finally come to that con- 
clusion, the burden, if burden it is, will fall much 


the most heavily on the Atlantic and Middle States 


I am willing that it should be so, although I am 
an inhabitant of one of those States, for the simple 
reason that I believe, in money matters at the 
present time, they are much more able to bear it, 
and that that tax will be more lightly felt by the 


people generally; at all events, it would fall on 
those most able to bear it. 


I have not, however, come to any definite con- 
clusion; neither has the committee, for the matter 
has not yet been brought properly before us; we 
have no bill on the subject, and have not seen 
what the House of Representatives may choose 
to do, and therefore our minds 
viction. But I have mentioned the subject in 
order that it may be brought to the consideration 
of Senators, following up the line of remark which 


are open to con- 


| has been adopted by the Senator from Rhode Is!- 


and, in connection, also, with remarks by other 
Senators who think we should not talk about 
adjourning in a hurry. 

I said some days ago, that we were here at our 
own expense, and therefore we were doing ane 
people no injury by atte mpting to do their busi 
ness deliberately and well. There are ms any con- 
tingencies arising in this state of things, from day 
to day, that require not only the consideration of 
the executive government, but may require the 
consideration of Congress; and we should be ready 
to meet the issue and stay here just so long as our 
services can by any possibility, or in any prob- 
able event, be required in order to sustain the Gov- 
ernment. [am exceedingly anxious, as every one 
of the members of Congress undoubtedly is, to get 
through with my share of public duty and return 
home; but lam not so anxious to do that, as to 
be dispose d to forget for a single instant that it is 
a duty weare performing, and that we cannot per- 
form it in haste or in impatience. Patience is a 
great virtue, and one which, I fear, many of us 
have been recently inclined to forget. Now is the 
time to remember it, and to practice upon our 
Therefore, sir, al- 
though I believe that, with proper attention, we 
can finish the business now before Congress in 
the course of a part of next week, (perhaps it may 
take the whole of it,) | hope Senators will be dis- 
posed to consider this bill, and any other that may 
be brought before them with reference to obtain- 
ing the means to carry on this war, with deliber- 
ation and calmness, and with no disposition to 
pass over anything without giving * to it all the 
attention which the importance of the subject and 
the crisis demands. 


1 am not one of those who are disposed to find | 
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fault with anybody who is acting with me in this 
great crisis. We are made up di fferently,as we 
ought to be—men of different degrees, different 
courses, different inclinations, different judgments 
—and some of us, perh Aps, have more command 
over ours@ves than others. We must 


make al 
lowances for everybody. | believe all this nation 


is disposed to do its duty—the Congress, the Ex- 
ecutive, the members of the executive govern- 
ment, the Army, the Navy, the people. And, 


sir, if we keep on in that line, although we may 
make mistakes and commit errors 
of our duty,as human nature alw 
its imperfections; yet, bearing 
making proper allowances for each other, retain- 
ing the same spirit with which we began, IT hav 
no question that we shall come toa fortunate and 
successful issue; and that is all, that we can 
demand. Whether the time is near or distant, 
must be left for future events to determine. fam 
disposed to wait for them calmly and patiently, 
and not to find fault with others if they will not 
trouble themselves about me. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 1 suggest, if this bill is to 
go over, that there are a few alterations in pencil, 
and I should like to have it printed with those 
amendments inserted. 


and 
avs mus 


fall short 
Re from 
with each othe: 


Sli’, 


Mr. FESSENDEN. That can be made part 
of the motion. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I want youto make the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move that the bill be 


postponed until to-morrow, and printed with the 
amendments. 


‘The motion was agreed to. 


THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Eruerines, its Clerk, announced that the 
House insists upon its amendment to the bill of 
the Senate (No. 20) authorizing the appointment 
of an Assistant Secretary of the Navy, and for 
other purposes, disas rreed to by the Senate, asks 
a conference on the disagreeing votes of the 


MESSAGE FROM 


two 
Houses thereon, and appoints Mr. Cuarves B. 
Sepewick of New York, Mr. Avexanper H 


Rice of Massachusetts, and Mr 
Lisi of Connecticut, manage 
part. 

‘The message further announced that the House 


.James KE. Enc 


rs at the same onits 


Insists upon its amendments to the bill of the 
Senate (No. 31) to increase the medical corps of 
the Navy, and for other purposes, disagreed to 


by the Senate, asks a conference on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses thereon, and hasap- 
pointed Mr. Cuaries B. Sepewick of New York, 
Mr. ALexanver H. Rice of Massachusetts, and 
Mr. James E. Eneuisu of Connecticut, manag 
at the same on its part, 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the joint resolution of the Senate (No. 
9) relative to the exhibition of the industry of all 
nations to be held in London, in the year 1862, 
OF THE NAVY. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill 
of the Senate (No 20) authorizing the appoint- 
ment of an Assistant Secretary of the Navy, and 


ers 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY 


for other purposes, disagreed to by the Senate 
and insisted on by the House; and 
On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 


Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its dis 
to the amendment of the House of Representatives to the 
said bill, insisted on by the House, and to the confer 
asked by the Louse on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses thereon. 

On motion of Mr. HALE, the President pre 
tempore was authorized to appoint the committe 
of conference on the part of the Senate; and Mr. 
Hare, Mr. Grimes, and Mr. McDovcau_, were 
appointed. 


NAVAL MEDICAL CORPS. 


agreement 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the biil 
of the Senate (No. 31) to increase the nedical 
corps of the Navy, and for other purposes, dis 


arreed to by the Senate, and insisted on b y the 
House; and 
On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 


Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its disagreement 
to the amendment of the House of Representatives to the 
said bill, insisted on by the House, and agree to the confer 
ence asked by the House on the disagreeing votes of the 


| twu Houses thereon. 
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On motion of Mr. HALE, the President pro 
tempore was authorized to appoint the committee 
on the part of the S e; and Mr. Hare, Mr. 
Canim? : und Mr. McDoucatt, were appointed, 


LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


5 Try we fk , AT P . 

Mr. | ESSENDEN, irom th committee ol 
conference on the ahi reel r.VO i thr two 
Liou es on tie bill (EL. R. No. 5) maku r addi 
tronal appropi ations for the ve, exe i- 

, ' 

tive, and | udicial « per basse tt Croverniment toi 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1862, ani ap- 
propriations olarreal es forthe year ending 30th 
of June, 1861, submitted the following re port: 

The committee ¢ con ren on the di agreeing vote 
of the twe Llou on the bill (HL. R. No. 25) making addi 
tional appropriatic lor the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Gov ent tor the year ending 
the 30th of June, 12862, and appropriations of arrcarages tor 
the vear ending 30th of June, | l, having met, after full 
and tree conference have agreed to reccommend, and do 
recommend, to their respective llouses, as follow 

Mhat the House of Representatives recede trom their di 
agreementto the following amendmen {the Senate, and 
agi to the same: second, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, 
eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, four 
teenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth. 

That the Senate recede from their third amendment. 

Th the House recede trom their disagreement to the 
Senate’s first amendment, and agree to the same with the 


fol jowing ainendment: atter line twelve, insert: 
‘Por stationery, $4,600 
‘For pages and temporary mail boys, $4,840. 
‘Por laborers, $1,917 
“Tor furniture and repairs, and boxes for members, 
$4,000 
**Por reporting proceedings of the called session of the 
Thirty-Seventh Conere , at the rate per column fixed by 
law, $5,000: Provided, That the said proceedings shall be 
reported with, and bound in, the Congressional Globe and 
Appendix of the first regular session of the present Con 
ti . 
hat the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate's tifteenth amendment, and agi to the same with 


the following amendment: after line one hundred and fitly 
Uiree insert: 


* For salaries and commissions of registers of land of 


j ) 


fices and receivers of public moneys, $2,500. 


For incidental expenses of the several land offices, 
$2,000.”? 


W. P. FESSENDEN, 
JOHN SHERMAN, 
MIL'TON 8S. LATHAM, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
J. 3. MORRILL, 
ERASTUS CORNING, 
EDWARD McPHERSON, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 ask that the*report be 
adopted, [shall make any <« xplan ninvathet may 
be requir d by any member, but the matter is so 
simple » that il wil I] hardly require any. The other 
House, I belies e, have concurred in the report 
The report was concurred in. 


ARMORED SHIPS. 
Mr. GRIMES S. There is a bill on your table, 


sir, standing, | be lieve, upon a question of disa- 
greement be tween the two Houses: a bill making 
an appropriation for the construction of iron-clad 
vessels. The Senate refused to concur in the 
amendments of the House of Representatives; 
and then a motion was made by the Senatorfrom 
New Jersey [Mr. Tew Eycx] to reconsider that 
vote, and that motion was postponed until to-day. 
I move that it now be taken up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to the bill (S. No. 36) 
to provid for the construction of one or more 
armored ships and floating batteries, and for other 
purposes; the question pending being on the mo- 
tion of Mr. ‘Tren Eyck to reconsider the vote by 
which the House amendments were non-con- 
curred tn. 

Mr. ‘TEN EYCK. As lI understand, Mr. Pres- 
ident, the disagreement was to the introduction 
of the word ‘*completion”’ with respect to vessels 
of war and steam batteries. The striking out of 
the word ** comple ae inserted by the House 

f Representatives, restricts the operation of this 
bil ll exclusively to vessels or — ’s that are 


THE 


hereafter to be constructed. My object in moving 


the anne is, that the board of commis- 
sioners designed to be created by this bill may 
be authorized to examine not only the p ans and 
sper ‘ifications for the constructi of vessels of 
war and steam batteries, 
ized to examine the plans and specifications of 
vessels and batteries already partly constructed ; 
and I can see no earthly reason why that should 
not be done. If we have vessels and batteries 
partly constructed which will be of service at the 


but may nln be author- 


CONGRESSION 


present time, why should they not be examined 


ny thi board al d re ported on? Why should 


i 

they be restricted in their examination to the 
pl ins and specifications of vessels that have not 
been comment d? Many vessels and | itteriecs 
may be irly completed, and some of them may 
require a greater or a less appropriation to finis! 

irconstruction; ome alr idy nearly comp! ted 

1y be ready to pat in the service at the end of 
1 month or two months; and my belief and ex- 

tation is that the y may be re q lired, 


his bill furthermore authorizes an appropria- 
plied, under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Navy, to the construction and 
compl tion of vessels that may be re ported on 
favorably by the board pri vided for in the bill. 
I desire that the province and duties of this board 
shall be extended over the whole subjec t: and as 
thie y may report,so let the action of the Depart- 
ment be. 

Mr.GRIMES The bill, as it originally passed 
the Senate, appropriated a million and a half of 

Ce 


dollars for the construction of tron-clad ; hips of 


war, and batteries, ifa commission of scie “tific 
officers . hereafter to be oa d DY the Presi- 
dent or the Secretary of the ] Navy 9 shoul | decide 


that the public interest would be promoted by the 
expenditures of that amount of money for such 
purposes. Several years ago—twenty years ago 
—Congress appropriated, at the instance of Mr, 


Robert L. Stevens, alarge amount of money, over 


four hundred thousand dollars; which he at that 


ime said would be sufficient to complete a float- 
ing battery for the defense of New York harbor. 
We have been going on appropriating money from 
time to time up to the amount of $750,000, ‘which 
has already been expended, [ believe. | think that 
is the amount—certainly somewhere in that vi- 
cinity. It is now asked ‘that we shall ap] ropriate 
$812,000 more; and if should be used tn the com- 
pletion of that battery, and should be enough to 
complete it, (which l exceedingly doubt, and in- 
deed do not believe.) then more than half of the 
appropriation that is contained in this bill would 
be exhaused in the completion of one battery 
alone for the protection of one harbor. Now, 
sir, in Stevens’s battery the great expenditure is 
in the engmes. j 
sand horse power, I believe. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. Over eight. 

Mr. GRIMES. 
power. It is to be used as a ram—a machine 
which has been condemned by every naval officer 


They tell us it is to be six thou- | 


in England. Some few years ago the British Gov- | 


ernment undertook to build some of these steam 
rams. Some of them are now complete d, and 


others are in process of comple tion; but there is 


nota skillful and scientific officer in the whele 


service, according to the representations of the | 


United Service Journal, that does not condemn | 


them, and say it is s impossible for them to be of 
any service to the Navy. 

The Naval Committee are informed that for one 
hundred and forty or one hundred and sixty thou- 
sand dollars a steam battery can be comple ted for 
the defense of our harbors on the Atlantic, that 


will carry nearly, if not quite, as heavy an arm- | 


ament, and be as serviceable in defense of these 


harbors, as Stevens’s battery will be when it is | 


completed at an expense of $1,500, 000; therefore, 


the y do not propose, and do not desire, that this | 


whole amount of money should be throw naway 
upon this work, but that the money should be 
expended—if it is discovered that batteries are 
serviceable—in the construction of batteries for the 
various harbors on the Atlantic coast. They desire 
that Philadelphia shall be protected in the same 
way; that New York shall be protected with two 
batteries in place of one—one on the East river 
and one on the North river; that Boston shall be 
protected, and Portland, and Baltimore, and .the 
other cities of the Union, and not expend the 
whole or — the whole amount of money upon 
this one single battery. 

We have already authorized the orn 
of a commission by the Secretary of the Navy, 
to inquire into the condition of this battery. [am 
not authorized to state what I know in regard to 
t; but I know, and I will state it here, that one 
of the most skillful officers belonging to the 
American Navy, the Jast one who was in charge 


of it, Commodore Gregory, pronounced it utterly 


useless for all purposes connected with naval de- 
fense. As he stated it publicly, I may repeat it. 


Al, GLOBE. 


| sue their ordinary avocations. 


July 


We have authorized a commission to-examine 
into its condition and report to the next sessi mof 
Congress. It is practicable, I apprehend, to wait 


l 


until that session of Congress for us to act up 
it, and in the mean time let us go on, and if 
deemed «advisable by the proper ene t 


on 


t 


itis 


S Lu) 
construct these floatine batteries le t the mado it, 
but do not exhaust this 7 propri he $c by apply. 
ing itto Steve :’s battes ' r 


Mr. TEN EYCK. a the absence of my co] 
league, who is specially charged with this matter 
and who is now detained at his residence by j]] 
ness, | feel myself called upon to submit a few 
words, by way of reply to the Senator from lowa; 
and I trust 1 can do so in a perf clly calm man- 
ner, and without excitement. 

I have no interest in this question, exc pt the 
great interest which we all have in the protection 
of our commerce, and putting an end to this re- 
bellion and insurrection. Now, what is the mat- 
ter before the Senate? There is nothing like dis- 
tinctly understanding the point. All that this bill 
asks, as amended and passed by the Hou: - 
Representatives, is thata box: urd ofc ompetent o 
cers be appointed to examine the specific Sian 
and = ins, not only of vessels and batt teries here- 
after to be constructed, but of such as are now 
aie constructed, or in process of construction. 
if the Ys upon their examination of both classes 
of this. desc ripuion of vessels , should be of opinion 
that they are bene fie ial, the v will so re port. If 
they should be of opinion that both, or either 
class, or many of the kinds of vessels and batter- 
ies that may be submitted to their inspection, are 
worthless, they will so report. The board, I 
presume, wil be composed of honest, honorable 
men, who will not be subje ct toany il nproper in- 
fluences. I do not myself suspect them of such 


a thing. 


Mr. President, I am in favor of strengthening 
in the present exigency the naval arm of our pub- 
lic service. I believe it to be indispe nsably ne- 
cessary. I believe our safety as a nation depends 
on it. I am no soldier; [am not familiar with 
war, and the method of carrying on warfare; but 
it strikes me, as a common sense view, that many 


| of our effective and important operations are to 


be carried on by sea. We may organize two 


hundred regiments of as brave soldiers as ever 
|| stood before the cannon’s mouth; we may send 
Over eight thousand horse |! 


five hundred thousand men to storm the heights 
of Manassas Junction, and they may stand there 


in the face of a fire which, like the lightnings of 


Egypt, ran along the ground, and yet,sir, we may 
not be able to march apon Richmond; and if we are 
not able very soon to march upon Richmond, the 
season that is coming upon us will prevent our 
marching upon Richmond, or proceeding any 
further south, until the frost shall have rendered it 
safe and proper for ourarmies to gothere. In the 


mean time, what is to become of our vessels and of 
| our coasts and of our towns and of our commerce? 


My idea is to hold the Army of the center and its 
wings more or less stationary; to keep what we 
have, and move when we are ready; and, in the 
mean time, to prote ct the coast and the reve nue, 
and doit by strengthening the Navy in every suit- 


/able way that the Nav y is to be strengthened. 


We need a more effective blockade. There are 
two ports now open in North ee where, 
as I said yesterday, scoundrels North, as well as 
scoundrels South, are carrying on an unlawful 

trade in fraud of our revenue. We need to cap- 
ture piratesand sca-rovers, who, during the course 
of last week, seized se ven of our merchantmen 
and burned one up. We need to retake the har- 
bors and forts that have been seized by the strong 
hand of rebellion and taken from beneath the 
jurisdiction of the stars and stripes. We need to 
protect our commerce. Thousands of vessels are 
now idle, their owners not daring to send them to 
sea in the pursuit of their lawful ‘business. There 
are hundreds of them now lying on the coasts of 
New Jersey rotting at their docks, unable to pur- 
And, sir, we need 


| them for the defense of our hasbers—Ie w York, 


Boston, and other cities on the sea-coast. 

Let us look abroad. Suppose England, in her 
love for cotton, should forget the duties which 
she owes to mankind and attempt to breal k our 
blockade, and we should get into trouble with 
her: what is to become of our northern c ities — 
our cities upon the coast? I believe to-day tha 


the harbor of New York is defenseless sient 
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the navies of Great Britain, or of France either. 
{ shalgnake no unnecessary exposure, because 
[ am a friend of my country, and will not expose 
its weakness; but, at the same time, | waht to 
protect it and to preserve it in all its parts. I be- 
lieve, from what I have heard, that this same 
marine steam battery of Edwin A. Stevens is 
calculated, in a very great degree, to effect the 
purposes we desire at this time. It has overeight | 
thousand horse power, and it is calculated to run 
at a speed of twenty-one miles an hour. It is-a 
terrible engine of defense and attack. It is be- 
lieved that itcan run between the forts in Charles- 
ton harbor with perfect impunity, and, if neces- 
sary, destroy that town; itis believed that it can 
stand before New Orleans and hold it in subjec- 
tion; and thus bring these men to reason in the 
places and at the points where they are the most 
vulnerable, and where they can be assaulted and 
assailed and brought to reason. 

It has been pronounced to be unfit by scientific || 
men, itis said. I know that it has been exam- || 
ined by scientific men, and I know that they have || 
pronounced in favor of its character; and 1 know 
that the genius which designed and devised it, 
although now gone, will rest in the memory of 
scientific men forever. 

Another objection is, that $500,000 have already 
been expended upon it. Sir, that is a reason co- 
gentand strong to my mind why this board should 
examine it. If we have expended $500,000 upon 
this work, let us not abandon it without further 
inspection. Letus make the necessary additional 
appropriations ifitis desirable and worthy; if unfit, 
let it be entirely put an end to and abandoned on | 
the report ofa competent investigating committee. | 
Suppose it should prove to be valuable and desi- | 
rable, and should cost $800,000 to finish it. One | 
of your two or three hundred regiments alone 
costs $1,000,000 a year. After all, I ask, can it | 
do any harm to have this work examined by a 
competent board of officers? If it is unworthy 
they will condemn it, and no harm will come of 
it; if worthy, it is taking a step towards making a 
necessary defense of our coast, and perhaps of 
carrying ‘‘ the war into Africa.”’ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, the sim- 
ple question before the Senate is this: whether 
they will authorize a board of officers to spend 
nearly a million dollars on this old concern which 
was begun nearly twenty years ago. The Senate, | 
the other day, on denatiolaiien of the whole sub- 
ject, decided that they would not authorize any- 
body to spend any money on this battery before 
they knew something about its condition. They | 
were willing, on the suggestion of one of the Sen- 
ators from New Jersey, to have a commission | 
appointed to report on the subject. That they | 
agreed to, as it was urged; and that has passed | 
both Houses, I suppose. It passed this body | 
without any difficulty, and [ believe it passed the 
other. lam ready tostand to that. Leta board | 
be appointed to examine this work and report to 
Congress, and then let Congress have the power 
to say whether they will spend the money. 

Not satisfied with that, the friends of this work 
wish that the board we have appointed to exam- 
ine and spend money with regard to small steam- 
ers comparatively, shall have the power, if they 
see fit, to spend more than half of it in completing 
this vessel. I will give no such power to any- 
body on a work which was begun twenty years | 
ago, and has been abandoned almostas long. As | 
to the fact that we have spent $500,000, and there- | 
fore ought to complete it, itis an old rule that no 
wise man sends good money after bad; and if we 
have wasted $500,000, it is no reason why we || 
should now throw away $1,000,000 on this work. || 

Mr. TEN EYCK. Let us inquire. | 

Mr. FESSENDEN. [am willing to inquire, || 
but I want to inquire first, before expending any || 
more money. Now, what will be the object? 
What will be the result? These men have but 
a single duty to perform. They are to inquire 
whether we can build certain smaller classes of 
iron-clad steamers; an experiment that has been 
tried, I believe, and found feasible; and if so, to do || 
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it. That we have authorized; that I am willing to 
stand to; but if we confer this additional power 
on them, instead of having their attention con- 
fined to that single thing which we wish to have 
done as soon as possible, they will be beset and 
bedeviled by all the appliances that can be brought 
to bear on them by this twenty-years-old con- 
cern, Which nobody, who has a reasonable degree 
of judgment on the subject, has believed to be 
good for anything up to this time. Sir, lam op- 
posed to the whole thing. I never will agree to 
give any set of men the power to spend $1,000,000 
on a matter which has been condemned by pub- 
lic opinion and the voice of Congress for so many 
years. Let us have it, at any rate, before our- 
selves again before we proceed to action, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mf. Foster 
in the chair.) The question is on the motion to 
reconsider the vote disagreeing to the amendment 
of the House. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Ernerinesr, its Clerk, announced that the 


House insisted on its amendment to the bill of the || 
Senate (No. 3) providing for the better organiza- | r ; 
i; menced, I hope the Senate will reject the amend- 


tion of the military establishment, disagreed to by 


‘| the Senate, and asks a conference on the disagree- 
| ing votes of the two Houses thereon, and has - 


pointed Mr. Francis P. Bratr, jr., Mr. Joun 
CritTenpen, and Mr. Aprauam Bb. Oxin, man- 
agers of the same on the part of the House. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 41) sup- 
plementary to an act entitled ‘* An act to author- 
ize a national loan, and for other purposes,’’ with 


an amendment; in which the concurrence of the | 


Senate was requested. 
The message further announced that the House 
had agreed to the amendments of the Senate to 


| the bill (H. R. No. 76) to provide for the pay- 


1 
| 
| 
| 
| 


JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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forced upon the country by the disunionists of the south 
ern States now in revolt against the constitutional Govern: 
ment and in arms around the capital; that in this national 
emergency Congress, banishing all feeling of mere passion 


| Or resenunent, will recolleet only its duty to the whole 
| country; that this war is not prosecuted upon our part in 
| any spirit of oppression, nor for any purpose of conquest 


|} an amendment to it. 





ment of the police organized by the United States | 


The message further announced that the House 


| for the city of Baltimore, to enable the Mint to | 
| furnish small gold coins, and to provide for the 
| manufacture or purchase of field signals. 


or subjugation, nor for thé purpose of overthrowing or in 

terfering with the rights or established institutions of those 
States, but to defend and maintain the supremacy of the 
Constitution and all laws made in pursuance thereof, and 
to preserve the Union, with ail the dignity, equality, and 
rights of the several States unimpaired; that as soon as 
these objects are accomplished the war ought to cease. 


Mr. POLK. I indicated yesterday, on hearing 
the resolution read, that | would probably offer 
I now move to amend the 
resolution by striking out all after the word 


| **southern,’’ inthe second line, down to the word 


**capital,”’ inclusive in the third line, and to in- 
sert in lieu thereof the words, “ and the northern 
States;’’ so that it will read: 

“That the present deplorable civil war has been foreed 
upon the country by the disunionists of the southern and 
the northern States,”? &e. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I trust this 
amendment will not be adopted. The resolution 
does nothing but set forth a single fact particu- 
larly, as it has occurred since this contest com- 


| ment, and pass the resolution just as it is, 


had agreed to the report of the committee of con- || 


|| ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 


on the bill (H.R. No. 25) making additional ap- 


propriations for the legislative, exccutive, and ju- || 


rearages for the year ending June 30, 1861. 

The message further announced thatthe Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled bills; which 
thereupon received the signature of the President 
pro tempore: 

A bill (S. No. 14) for the better organization 
of the Marine Corps; 


A bill (S. No. 42) in addition to the ** Act to | 
authorize the employment of volunteers to aid in | 


enforcing the laws and protecting public prop- 
erty,’’ approved 22d July, 1861; and 
A bill (H. R. No. 53) relative to the Marine 


| Corps, to fix the compensation of the officers there- 
| of, and for other purposes. 


- 
BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


| dicial expenses of the Government for the year | 
| ending June 30, 1862, and appropriations of ar- 





A message from the President of the United | 
States, by Mr. Nicoray, his Private Secretary, | 


announced that the President had approved and 


| signed, on the 24th instant, the following bills: 


A bill (S. No. 21) for the relief of the widows 
and orphans of the officers, seamen, and marines 
of the United States sloop-of-war Levant, and for 
other purposes; and 

A bill (S. No. 32) to provide for a temporary 


| increase of the Navy. 


OBJECT OF THE WAR. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Terinessee. I move that 
the resolution which I introduced yesterday be 
now taken up, and considered by the Senate. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- | 


sumed the consideration of the following resolu- | 


} tion: 


Resolved, That the present deplorable civil warhas been | 


| any ground of belief. 


Mr. POLK. As the yeas and nays were or- 
dered on the resolution yesterday, I hope the Sen- 
ate will in@ulge me with the yeas and nays on 
thisamendment. I think it contains a truth that 
ought to be embodied in the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HALE. AsI want to vote understand- 
ingly, I would be obliged to the Senator from 
Missouri if he would tell us of any northern 
States in revolt against the constitutional Govern- 
ment; because, with hisamendment, it will read: 

“That the present deplorable civil war has be@n forced 
upon the country by the disunionists of the seuthern and 
northern States now in revolt against the constitutional 
Government, and in arms around the eapital.”’ 

Mr. POLK. No, sir; those words are pro- 
posed to be stricken out; so that it will read: 

“That the present deplorable civil war has been foreed 
upon the country by the disunionists of the southern and 
the northern States ; that in this national emergency,” &e, 

Mr. COLLAMER. I really desire to have the 
gentieman inform us whether he knows of the ex- 
istence ofany disunionistsin the North? I think we 


| ought not, impliedly even, to assert that of which 


there is no foundation of belief. Now, 1 do not 
know, and never heard of the existence of any 
disunionists in the northern States—in revolt, I 
mean. 

Mr. POLK. The Senator asks me if I know 
of any such persons, and then he asks if there is 
There is a difference be- 
twixt knowledge and a ground of belief. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Saeee in revolt. 

Mr. POLK. That part is not in the resolution 
at allas | purpose to amend it. If the Senator 


|| had paid attention to the amendment he would 


have seen that that is not init. I believe there are 


| disunionists in the North as well asin the South; 
; and I have seen what purport to be speeches made 
| in different places on the 4th of July, by gentle- 


men who were congratulating the country upon 
the fact that there was now to be a dissolution of 
the Union. I ask that the resolution, as it will 
read if the amendment be adopted, be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the present deplorable civil war has been 
forced upon the country by the disunionists of the southern 
and the northern States; that in this national emergency 
Congress, banishing all feeling of mere passion or resent- 
ment, will recollect only its duty to the whole country; 
that this war is not prosecuted upon our part in any spirit 
of oppression, nor for any purpose of conquest or subjuga 
tion, nor purpose of overthrowing or interfering with the 
rights or established institutions of those States, but to de 
fend and maintain the supremacy of the Constitution and 
all laws made in pursuance thereof, and to preserve the 
Union, with all the dignity, equality, and rights of the sev 
eral States unimpaired; that as soon as these objects are 
accouiplished the war ought to cease. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
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a? ; ’ 
Missouri, on which the yeas and nays have been }| rebel citizens must submit. That is the whole 
| 


ordered. 

The Secre tary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. RICE (when his name was called) said: 1 
ask the Senate to excuse me from voling for any 
measure that may be brought before the Senate 
that is not of a legislative character. 


The result was then announced—yeas 4, nays 


33: as follows: 

YEAS 
ana auisbury—4., 

NAY S—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Browning, Clark, 
Collamer, Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foster, 
Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Harris, Hawe, Johnson of Tennes 
see, King, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Latham, 


Messrs. Johnson of Missouri, Kennedy, Polk, 


|! am content with the resolution. 


Morrill, Nesmith, Pomeroy, Sherman, Simmons, Sumner, |} 


len Eyek, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, Willey, Wilmot, | 


and Wilson—33. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
now recurs on the resolution. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, there isa 
portion of the phraseology of this resolution which 


does not exactly meet my approbation. It now 
{ 


reads: 


The question 


"That the present deplorable civil war has heen forced 


upon the country by the disunionists of the southern States | 
now in revolt against the constitutional Government, aud | 


in arms around the capital.” 

Now, the persons who brought on this revolt 
are not in arms around the capital. I think the 
head and front of it was at Charleston, South Car- 
olina. Another thing: I do not care to put it on 
the records of the country thatanybody is in arms 
about the capital. [am sorry they are as near 
the capital as they are supposed to be. I think 
those words, ‘*and in arms around the capital’ 
had better be stricken out. 

‘There is another portion of the resolution which 
iloes not meet my approbation, whichgleclares: 

"That this war is not prosecuted on our part in any spirit 


of oppression, nor tor any purpose of conquest or subjuga 
tion.”? 


Now, sir, I trust this war is prosecuted for the 
purpose of subjugating all rebels and traitors who 
are in arms against the Government. What do 
you mean by ** subjugation?”’ 
sons in the southern States have sought to make 


|| gentlemen—I do not propose to argue it over—is, 
I know that per- | 


this a controversy between States and the Federal | 


Government,and have talked aboutcoercing States 


and subjugating States; but, sir, it has never been | 
proposed, so far as | know, on the part of the 


Union people of the United States, to subjugate 
States or coerce States. It is proposed, however, 
to subjugate citizens who are standing out in defi- 


ance of the laws of the Union, and to coerce them | 


into obedience to the laws of the Union. 
that word in this connection. 
sense | am opposed to it. If it means the war is 
not for the purpose of the subjugation of traitors 
and rebels into obedience to the laws, then I am 
opposed to it. 


I distfke | 


In its broadest | 


that very purpose. I move to strike eut the words | 


‘*and in arms around the capital,’’ and also the 
words * or subjugation.’’ 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Mr. President, 
I hope those words will not be stricken out. I 
think the resolution sets forth what is literally 


true. Are not these revolted States in arms around | 


the capital ? 
capital was within the sound of the roar of their 
cannon, Does not thatseem as if they were around 
the capital ? 


No longer ago than last Sunday the | 


The resolution simply states a fact, | 


and that the intention is to preserve the Consti- | 


tution, to enforce the laws, and to preserve the 
Government. ‘They are now in arms around the 
capital, and the roar of musketry and artillery is 
almost within our hearing, or has but scarcely 
ceased. It was heard no longer ago than last 
Sunday. 

The intention of the resolution was to state what 
is literally true. If the Constitution is supreme 
and is sustained, and the laws made in pursuance 
thereof are enforced, everybody must comply, and 
rebels will be made to know their places and to 
take their true position in the country. If you 
assert the supremacy of the Constitution and the 
laws made in pursuance thereof, of course all 
those in rebellion against them must submit, and 
they are subjugated. Of course, the resolution 
contemplates the enforcement of the laws and a 


submission of the rebels to the laws and the Con- | 


stitution. The resolution simply states that we 
are not waging a war for the subjugation of States. 


If the Constitution is maintained and the laws | 


carried out, the States take their places and all 


I trust the war is prosecuted for || 


| and now these quotations are wrested from their 


| pose of applying them to this form of Govern- 


| eatch-words. 


| tion of tlfe country, and another 


| against ** subjugation”? and against ** coercion,’’ 


of it. | 

Mr. COLLAMER. If it would be acceptable 
to the rentleman, | should like to strike out the 
words “and in arms around the capital,’’ and | 
insert ‘fin arms against the Government.’’ Ido 
not desire to have it understood that the war is to 
subdue those who are in arms around the capital. 

[ am for subduing them everywhere. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I accept your 
amendment. 

Mr. COLLAMER. With that amendment, I | 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
to substitute those words. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Mr. President, in regard 
to this word ** subjugation,’’? | know that words 
are frequently used in political parties as a sort of 
I can cite you a great many in- | 
stances in which words have a sort of technical | 


ee 
I am willing 


meaning in parties. Some of them have one mean- || 


ing with one party, and another with another | 
party; some of them have one meaning in one sec- 
} meaning in 
another section. ‘They are used for trick, and it 
is difficult to meet them, Gentlemen who talk 


have gota sortof technical meaning ef those words 


' on which they ring changes, and by which they 


| ordinarily attached to it. 
Now, sir, there are gentlemen who insist upon | 
it that you cannot subjugate a State; and if you || 


excite the community. 
that. 


You cannot get rid of 
We use the same word, with the meaning | 


£0 on to subjugating the people, do not you sub- | 
jugate the State? In one sense you do; and in 
another you do not. Youdo not meet it in its 
corporate capacity asa State, but you meet the 
people of the State. Now, if these words are 
stricken out—and yousay you do not mean sub- 
jugation—you do it to avoid getting into a false | 
meaning, which it is utterly impossible to avoid. 
You can never do it. The idea started by these | 





that you cannotmake war upon a State; and they 
undertake to argue that, by citing (and we have 
had it cited over and over again at the last and 
the present session of Congress) what was said 
by Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Madison, Mr. Elsworth, 


} and other distinguished gentlemen in the conven- 


wherein they used those expressions, ‘that a 


tion that formed the United States Constitution, 


State could not be subjugated,’*&c. Mr. Presi- | 
dent, I do not think any peoplein the world were 
ever more deluded with quotations than the peo- 
ple of this country have been with those quota- 
tions. Those expressions were used in this way: 
under the old confederation the General Govern- 
ment had no power to make a law at all; they 
could collect nothing in the form of money, ex- 
cept through the agencies of the States, and a 
part of them would do it, and a part of them 
would not; and when our fathers got together 


their form of government, the first question was, 
whether they could patch up an arrangement 
of those old Articles of Confederation, so as 
to make them effettive as a Government. The 
great question was, whether they were going to 
make a Government, or whether they were going 
to mend the one they had, such as it was. Mr. 
Hamilton, and these other distinguished men, 
used all the expressions which are now quoted, 
for the purpose of showing that you could not 
mend that confederation so as to*make it practi- 
cable. They said, so long as the General Gov- 
ernment had to use, and was dependent on, the 
agencies of the State, it would be, and must be, 
a failure. Can we, they asked, constrain these 
States to furnish their contributions? If you do 
constrain them, it must be by arms; and that is 
a civil war at onee, and will be the end of the 
very Government you are trying to carry into 
effect. All these quotations that are made from 
those men were used to persuade the convention 
to abandon the idea of sustaining and mending 
those Articles of Confederation; and to those alone 
are they applied. They did have their effect. 
Our fathers abandoned that idea. They made an 
independent Government, with power to make its 
own laws, and execute them upon individuals; 


places—perverted from their purposes for the pur- 
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} 


| ment, made 


July 25, 


to avoid that very contingency 
pe 7 , ; : : D ° 
lhere is the perversion in which they are used. 
They have nothing to do with the present form 
of Government. They were made to induce them 
to avoid the imperfect form of the old confedera- 
tion, and to form this one of an entirely different 
character. Our Government has nothing to do 


with the agencies of the States to carry out the 


decrees and laws. It earries them out, opegating 
upon the people through its own agencies, its 
own 8rgans. 

Now, when gentlemen cavil and talk about this 


||} word subjugation, they mean subjugation of 


States; they mean that their people shall thus un- 


|| derstand it, so that they can avail themselves of 


these perverted quotations. Mr. President, lam 
for subjugation, in the sense in which that word 
is ordinarily received. Ido not mean its classic 
meaning. I know its literal, classic meaning is 
to pass under the yoke, sub juga. I propose to 
pass nobody under the yoke; but in the ordinary 
and popular acceptation of that term, [ do use it; 
that is, that all the people of the United States 


||, shall submit to the laws and Constitution of the 


United States every where; not merely around this 
capital. 

Sir, we have come to this crisis under the idea 
that this Government can be frustrated by any 
State and every State, and this talk of secession. 
I am not going into that subject; but I merely 
wish to state one short view of it, which seems 
to me not to have been made sufficiently promi- 
nent. We know of but one way in which the 
people of this country—that is, the people of the 
States of this country—ever can act in relation to 
a Government, and that is by the alteration and 
change of their State constitution. There is no 
other way the people can act. Whenever they 
form their constisution of government, then the 
State acts through its organs, through its legis- 
lative and executive powers. That is the action 
of the State. The people of a State can act in no 
way but in the forming or changing of their con- 
stitution. Now, when we turn to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, we find it is provided 
that ** this Constitution, and the laws made in pur- 
suance thereof, shall be the supreme law of the 
land, anything in the constitution or laws of any 
State to the contrary notwithstanding.”’ In plain 
English, that is precisely this: the Constitution 
and the laws made in pursuance of it shall be the 


| supreme law of the land, notwithstanding any- 


thing the State Legislatures can do, and notwith- 
standing anything the people of the States can 


|| do. Those are almost the very words of it—not- 


withstanding anything in the laws of a State; that 


| is, the action of the Legislature; and notwithstand- 


| ing anything in the constitution of the State to the 





contrary. The plain, simple sense is, that neither 
the State Legislatures nor the people of the States 
themselves, separately, can do anything which 
would contravene the superior power—the Con- 


| stitution of the United States and the laws made 
in convention, to form a constitution, and revise |} 


under it. There is the end of the whole question 
of the right of secession, 

Mr. President, [ have been led to say this much, 
though Iam sorry to occupy the time of the Sen- 
ate on the subject at all, because of the use of this 
word * subjugation,’ and this idea of the subju- 
gation of the States which enters not at all into 
the subject. I am therefore content with the res- 
olution as it is, for | take that word in the resolu- 
tion with the context, the whole of it together, 
which clearly explains our purpose, and that is, 
that we are for carrying into effect that Constitu- 
tion and these laws everywhere within the United 
States. 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President, I am in favor 
of this resolution precisely as it is pe Each 
expression of it { think is apt and appropriate. 
It commences by declaring that we are ina de- 
plorable civil war. That is the fact stated. It 
»roceeds to state how we came into the war. It 
ae been * forced upon the country by the dis- 
unionists of the southern States now in revolt 
against the constitutional Government.’’ That I 
take to be true. We have the fact of a war, and 
we have it stated how we came into this war; that 
it is because of the “‘ disunionists of the southern 
States now in revolt against the constitutional 
Government, and now in arms around the cap!- 
tal.”? That is sufficiently true for my purpose; 
they ave in arms around the capital. 


Mr.COLLAMER. The Senator has amended 
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that, so as to say “‘in arms against the Govern- 
ment.”” Coes ‘ 

Mr. HARRIS. I am in favor of it just as it 
stands. The resolution proceeds to state certain 
facts: “ That in this national emergency Con- 
gress, banishing all feeling of mere passion or re- 
sentment, will recollect only its duty to the whole 
country.”? That is my desire. It then proceeds 
to state certain things negatively, very properly. 
‘* That this war is not prosecuted upon our part 
in any spirit of oppression”’—all will agree to 
that—*‘ nor for any purpose of conquest or sub- 
jugation.”’ I agree to that most heartily. It is 
not the purpose of this war to conquer or to sub- 
jugate. I hope it will be the result that these 
‘disunionists will be conquered and subjugated ; but 
itis not our purpose. If, as a consequence of this 
war, these men called in this resolution disunion- 
ists, are conquered and subjugated, I shall rejoice. 


The resolution proceeds further to state, nega- | 


tively, ‘‘nor purpose of overthrowing or interfer- 
ing with the rights or established institutions of 
those States.’’ Slavery is meant. If slavery 
shall be abolished, shall be overthrown as a con- 
sequence of this war, I shall not shed a tear over 


that result; but, sir, it is not the purpose of the | 


Government to prosecute this war for the purpose 
of overthrowing slavery. If it comes as a conse- 
quence, let it come; but it is not an end of the 
war. 


The resolution now proceeds to state, affirma- | 


tively, what is the purpose of this Government: 


** But to defend and maintain the supremacy of the Con- 
stitution and all Jaws made in pursuance thereof, and to 
preserve the Union, with all the dignity, equality, and rights 


of the several States unimpaired; that as soon as these | 


objects are accomplished the war ought to cease.” 


Now, I agree ‘to every word there is in this | 


resolution, as it stands — 
Mr. KENNEDY. 


this resolution may be divided? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question || 


is on the motion made by the Senator from Illi- 
nois, to amend the resolution by striking out cer- 
tain words. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I rise merely to say that, 
with the Senator from Illinois, { do not like the 
expression, come from where it will, “in arms 
around the capital;’? because it is calculated to 
convey a false impression. 

Mr. COLLAMER. That has been amended. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I understand it has; but 
I suggest to the Senator to change the phrascol- 
ogy from what is proposed, because I think it a 
better mode of expression: ‘* now in revolt, and 
in arms against the constitutional Government.’’ 
1 think that would be better than to say, ‘in 
revolt against the constitutional Government, and 
in arms around the capital.’”?’ The expression 
would be a little more to my taste, and would 
mean the same thing precisely. 

With regard to the other point, I agree entirely 
with my friend from Vermont. This word * sub- 
jugation’’ is used for the mere purpose of clap- 
trap, and will have, as it has had, its effect un- 
doubtedly in some of the States; but, sir, it has 
no sort of effect upon me. I know precisely what 
I mean, and [| am not afraid but what the people 
will understand what we mean. It simply says 
that we are not carrying on this war for the 
purpose of oppressing or subjugating anybody. 
That is notmy purpose; that lam perfectly will- 
ing to allow; and I am willing to use one word 
just as much asanother. An importance has been 
pe to the word “ subjugation,’’ to be sure, as 

said before, in some quarters; but it has no im- 
portance to me any further than it conveys an 
idea. Ido not want to carry on this war for the 
purpose of subjugating the people of any State in 
any shape or form; and itis a false idea gotten 
up by bad men for bad purposes that it ever has 
been the purpose of any portion of the people of 
this country. Lam willing therefore to meet them 
face to fuce and say I never had that purpose, and 
have it not now. But we say, notwithstanding 
we have not that purpose, and distinctly avow it, 
we have a purpose, and that is to defend the Con- 
stitution and the laws of the country, and to put 
down this revolt at whatever hazard; and it is for 
them to say whether it is necessary for us in the 
course of accomplishing a legitimate and proper 
object to subjugate them in order to doit. I hope 
not; and if itis necessary and we could do it, I 
should want to keep them subjugated no longer 


sitin order to ask that | 
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than was necessary to secure that purpose. That 
far it must go, and no further. To that it must 
go atalleventsand hazards. Asto the word, sir, 
1 would as soon take that as any other. It ex- 
yresses the idea clearly, and I am satisfied with it. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I beg to suggest that in 
stead of the word **around,’’ the word ** near’’ 
should be inserted, and it will then state precisely 
the facts as they exist. They are not in fact 
around the capital. They are not in arms in 
Maryland; but they are in arms near the capital. 
There is no doubt about that, and that will ex- 
press the precise fact; and if we are going to state 
facts, I hope we shall state them precisely as they 
exist. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 


the resolution stands now as the gentleman from 


| Tennessce has it; in what form it has his appro- 
| bation? 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I will frankly 


| state to the Senator, that I would prefer to have 


the resolution passed in its orginal words, It sim- 
ply incorporates a plain statement of facts; and I 
would prefer to have it in that way. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Then, in relation to this 
word ‘* subjugation,’’ I beg to say to my friend 
from Illinois, {Mr. TrumButt,] that, as the word 
stands here, the fair intendment of the resolution 
is this: we deny that it is our purpose to make a 
conquest or subjugation of those States. The 
whole resolution is speaking about States: 


“That this war is not prosecuted upon our part In any | 


spirit of oppression, nor for any purpose of conquest or sub- 
jugation, nor purpose of overthrowing or interfering with 


| the rights or established institutions of those States, but to 


defend and maintain the supremacy of the Constitution, 
and all laws made in pursuance thereof, and to preserve 


|| the Union, with all the dignity, equality, and rights of the 
several States unimpaired ; that as soon as these objects || 


> 


are accomplished the war ought to cease.”’ 


The whole resolution is speaking of the States; 
and this word * subjugation’’ being used in this 
connection, does not imply that it is not our pur- 


pose to compel the disunionists to submit to the 


| laws and the Constitution of the land, call it what 


| or hanging, if necessary. 


name you please—subjugation or capture, trial 


you get at the substance; and the substance of the 


whole resoMtion is, that we declare it to be our 


| purpose to defend and maintain the Constitution 


and the laws passed in pursuance thereof, and to 
preserve this Union, with the rights and dignity 
of the States all unimpaired, and to defend it by | 
| every power and all the energies of this Govern- 


ment and this people. 


| Mr. President, in my humble judgment, while 

| thisis the duty of every patriotin the land, if that 
duty rests more solemnly upon any one class of 
men than upon another, it rests upon the Repub- 
lican party, with which the honorable Senater and 
myself have acted; for in its very organization, 
in the very first resolution and address which it 
ever published to the American people, it used 
precisely those words, that it was our purpose, 
and we had no other purpose, to defend and main- 

|| tain the Constitution and its supremacy, and all 

| laws passed in pursuance thereof. 

| almost precisely the very words published in its 


first address 


Mr. President, I said the other day, and I re- 
peat it now, 1 am for deeds rather than for words. 
I regard this resolution as an act not altogether 
legislative in iis character, but as a declaration of 
It is a deed, in || 
| that sense, which is to have its effect upon the | 
American people; and I desire that it shall be 
passed in the language in which it has been pre- 
sented, with that slight modification in relation to 
I do not think they are in arms around 
the capital, unless you use the word “ around”’ 
as @kind of figure of speech; but they are very 
I under- 
stand, however, that that portion of it has been 
proposed to be amended in some form which is 


the purpose of this Government. 


the fact. 


near it, within thirty miles I suppose. 


| not unacceptable to the mover of the resolution, 


Mr. WILLEY. 


to misconstruction. 


out of it. 


We desire to know how 


Names are nothing if 


Those are 


Mr. President, [ hope the 
Senate will indulge me but for a moment. I fear, 
if this amendment passes, that it will be subject 
With the explanations of | 
honorable Senators, I could see but little difference || 
between the resolution, as it now stands, and the 

resolution with the word ‘ subjugation” stricken || 
But, sir, there is great sensitiveness in 
the State which I have the honor, in part, to rep- 
| resent, in respect to this very matter. There isa 
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\| fear among many, there is a prejudice wide ex- 

| tended in the public sentiment of Virginia, that 
the design of this war is subjugation; that the 
design of this war is to reduce the Old Dominion 
into a province; that the design of this war, lit 
ally, in the language of the honorable Senator 
from Vermont, 1s to pass our people under the 
yoke. 

Sir, [do not understand such to be the purpose 

of this war. The Legislature of the State which 
I represent does not understand such to be t! 
purpose of this war. My constituency are for 
the preservation of the Union, the vindication of 
the Constitution, and the execution of the laws, 
We believe that in the success of this war, in 
carrying out these legitimate purposes, is involved 
the great question of constitutional liberty itself 
| now and forever among our people, and among 
| all people; and I here, from the Old Dominion, as 
an humble member on this floor, am instructed 
| by my Legislature, and am prepared to vote for 
| every necessary measure, and for every necessary 
man, without stint, let, or hinderance, to carry on 
i} the war until all resistance to lawful authority is 
put down; until the Constitution is vindicated, 
and restored to all its legitimate supremacy; and 
| until the Union is reéstablished on a basis never 
to be overthrown. 

But, sir, candor constrains me to say, that if 
any different purpose shall be avowed, if it shal 
ever be intimated or declared that this is to be « 
war upon the domestic institutions of the South, 
and upon the rights of private property, every 
loyal arm on the soil of the Old Dominion will be 
instantly paralyzed. Sir, pass this resolution in 

| the language in which it is printed, and you give 
muscle and vigor to every loyal arm in the Old 
Dominion, and you will multiply the friends of 
li the Union by thousands whenever our people 
| are disimbued of the prejudices that exist in their 
minds. We are acting upon the understandti 
| that this is not a war of subjugation; and actir 
upon that understanding, leyal men of the section 
of the State that I represent are freely mingling 
| their blood with the noble sons of Indiana and 
Ohio who have come to our rescue all over our 
green hills and around our fire-sides. Sir, lt trust 
that there will be no amendment made to the reso- 
lution, but that it Will go to our people in the 
precise language in which it is reported. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, [ cannot 
vote for the resolution in the shape in which it is 
yresented, and [ trust it may not pass in that form 
rhe very fact that there is such a persistency in 
the use of these terms shows that those who per 
sist in it have an object. Now,sir, itis not true 
| in pointof fuct that the persons who initiated this 
civil war are in arms around the capital. | do 
not wish such a record to be made for posterity 
I do not wish it to go dewn upon the annals of 
the country that this capital is surrounded by the 
| men who initiated this procedure. It was initi 
ated at a distance of hundreds of miles from here 
by disunionists in the South, who are hot the men 
who are in arms, even near the capital, as my 
friend from Wisconsin states. Virginia herself 
went into itata later day. The war was forced 
{|} upon the country by whom? Not by the Siates 
s—thatis not the resolution; by the disunionists 
of the southern States; and then when you come 
to the word * subjugation,’’ what does tt 
reference to? It has reference to the disunionists, 
That is the literal grammatical construction of the 
resolution, and it can have no other. 
The Senator from Wisconsin says that if you 
take the subsequent portions of the resolution 
you will find that the word * subjugation”’ has 
application to States. Not so. The very form 
of the sentence, its grammatical construction, 
| shows that the word * subjugation’’ applies to 
the disunionists, and not to the States. ‘The lan- 
guage is, that the war is not prosecuted for any 
purpose of subjugation; and then it proceeds to 
|| say, **nor purpose of overthrowing or interter- 
} ing with the rights or established insututions of 
those States.’’ It is not for the purpose of inter- 
fering with the established institutions in the 
southern States, nor is it for any purpose of sub- 
jugation. It is as strong as language can make it. 

Now, sir, I think it would be much better to 
strike out those words, ** and in arms around the 
|| eapital,’’ and insert the words suggested by the 
| Senator from Maine, after the world ‘ revolt,”’ or 

insert the modification suggested by the Senator 


~ 


have 
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from Vermont; but, as the resolution now is, it 
cannot receive my support, 

Mr. HALE. Iam willing to vote for the res- 
olution ag itis. I think it will be impossible to 
frame a resolution that would suit the tastes and 
the discrimination of every mind in the body; but 
[ look at the general scope of it, and I am will- 
ing to indorse it; and while I am up J want to say 
a word on this subject. 

I think there has, ever since I first came into 
Congress, been a great deal of misapprehension 
and misunderstanding upon this subject; some of 
it honest and some of it willful. 1 remember, 
during the first time I was a member of the other 
House, some eighteen years ago, I was called upon 
by a friend of mine, then a Representative from 
the State of North Carolina, who asked me with 


a serious face, if the anti-slavery men, or Aboli- | 


tionists of the North, as he was pleased to call 
them, really intended to interfere with slavery in 
the States by Congress. I told him no, of course 
not. Hesaid he would be obliged to me if I would 
take an occasion on the floor to make that decla- 
ration. I told him I would not do it, for I had no 
idea of rendering myself ridiculous at home; and 
that the people who sent me there would set me 
down for a fool if | thought it was necessary to 
avow any indisposition on their part to interfere 
with slavery in the States. 

Sir, from the earliest organization of anti-slavery 
societies in the eastern States, even of the most 
radical of them, as long ago as 1835, when they 
first started, twenty-six years ago, some of their 


first resolutions were to declare, in the strongest | 


language they could command, their indisposi- || 


tion, and their want of power to interfere with | 


slavery in the States. 


‘hey disclaimed it, and | 


have constantly done so from the first, even the | 


most radical Abolitionists. I, for one, have re- 
veatedly, here and elsewhere, certainly as long as 

have been in Congress, and before that, avowed 
my sentiments to be that the Government had no 
more right, no more legal or constitutional au- 
thority to interfere with slavery in the States than 
they had to interfere with the condition of the 
serfs in Russia, or with the rights and wrongs of 
the laboring classes in England. 
[ acted—I was going to say with the party out of 
power; but when | acted out of power, without 
a party—when Lacted as the soldier did, fighting 
upon his own hook. That has always been my 
sentiment. Ihave always proclaimed it, when- 
ever I had occasion to speak upon it; and acting 
with the party that is in power to-day, I am will- 
ing to stand by the profession that 1 made when 
1 was out of power. I believe that the General 


I said that when | 


Government have no power upon this subject at | 
all, and that they cannot have under the Consti- | 


tution. 
There may be something in the suggestion that 
was made by the late Mr. Adams, of Massachu- 


setts, on the floor of the House of Representatives | 


many years ago—his speech is printed, and gen- 
tlemen can read it if they see fit—that there might 
be, incidental to the war power belonging to any 
Government, some control over this subjectof sla- 
very. He did not gather it or infer it from any 
grant of the Constitution, but he gathered it as 
one of the incidents that belonged to the war- 
making power. 

Now, sir, I think it is due to our friends who 
are situated as the Senator from Virginia is, if 
these are our sentiments—and they are mine; I 
have not altered my views upon the subject at all 
—that we have no right, no constitutions! power 
to touch this subject of slavery, I think we ought 
to say 80, particularly if it will ease the fears 


and quiet the apprehensions of those who are act- | 
ing with us. If 1 were going to draw up the res- | 


olution, I do not know that | should draw it pre- 
cisely inthis way. Probably I should not; because 


I do not think it is incumbent upon us to say | 


what our object is in prosecuting this war. Sir, 
we did not commence the war. It is not an ag- 
gressive war with us, It is a war that is made 


upon us, and we are prosecuting it because we | 


cannot help it. 
urpose; and I think the criticism of the honora- 
le Senator from Illinois loses something of its 
point when it comes to the concluding sentence 


We must prosecute it for some | 


of the resolution. The resolution goes on to say | 


what the war is not prosecuted for, and then it 
goes on affirmatively to say what it is for; and I 
think the affirmative should prevail over the ne- 


— 
—— 2s. 


gation. The affirmative of what the war is car- 
ried on for is that itis **to defend and maintain 
the supremacy of the Constitution.’’ Well, sir, 
I trust we all believe that. The resolution con- 
tinues: ** and all laws made in pursuance of it.” 
Well, sir, by the Constitution itself, laws made 
in pursuance of the Constitution are as obligatory 
and binding as the Constitution itself. ‘* And to 
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almost in it. Weare pretty near having some in 

the capital who are in arms against it; almost in 
this Chamber. 

Mr. CLARK. I intend to support this resolu- 

tion as itis; L intend to oppose any amendment 


+ to this resolution, not because I like its phrase- 


preserve the Union with all the dignity, equality, | 


and rights of the several States unimpaired.”’ 
Now, sir, Lapprehend that there is not a solitary 
gentleman on this floor belonging to any party 


who will not agree with the affirmative part of | 
this declaration, that the war is carried on for the 


purposes there enumerated—for the maintenance | 


| 


of the Constitution and the supremacy of the | 
laws enacted in pursuance of it, and the preser- | 


vation of the Union, and the maintenance of the 


| rights of all the States, with their dignity, equal- 


ity, and rights unimpaired. If that suits every- 


body, it seems to me it is hardly wise to find | 


fault with these mere negations. 


found fault with the phraseology of this resolu- 


| tion, that it is utterly impossible to frame a res- 


+, 


olution that shall pana express the views and || 
| sentiments of every in 


ividual mind; but if, in 


\ ‘re neg Let me say to | 
my friend from Illinois, and to others who have | 


its general tenor and import, it does set forth, | 
with distinctness and clearness, what we do in- | 


tend, I trust that we shall not be prevented from 


| voting what we do intend, because the negations 


| plorable war. 


are not expressed in exactly the manner we would 
have them. 


For these reasons I shall vote for the resolu- | 
It is not for me to advise others | 
how they shall vote; but for myself, 1 think I || 


tion as it stands. 


shall best discharge my duty in this emergency 
by voting for the resolution as it is presented. 
Mr. KENNEDY. The only objection I have 
to voting for this resolution is, that, in my judg- 
ment, it does not state fully the causes of this de- 
I indicated by my vote a few min- 
utes ago that my opinion is that this deplorable 


| civil war has been forced on the country by the 


disunionists of the southern and northern States. 
I wanted to go no further, but merely to express 
thatidea. lam not prepared to admit that it was 
brought on exclusively by the southern States; 
because it will be very well recollected by gentle- 
men here that there were propositions of peace 
offered at the last session of Congress, in the very 


| closing days of that session, which, if they had 


been accepted at that time by the majority party 
in the Senate, would have avoided the war which 
is upon us to-day. 

I do not care to go into the discussion as to the 
causes of this very deplorable state of things, fur- 
ther than to indieate my own view of those causes. 
It was the refusal in part of the majority party to 
accept of measures of conciliation and peace be- 
fore Congress adjourned last spring. It is also 


perfectly true thatif the members of the southern | 


States who vacated these seats long before Con- 
gress adjourned, had remained here, there would 
not have been war. I believe that if the majority 
party had pursued a different course before Con- 
gress adjourned than the one that they elected in 
rejecting every overture and every proposition for 
peace, we should have been to-day without the 
sad calamity that has befallen us. 

I did vote the other day, in substance, for the 
latter part of this resolution, when I sustained 


| the proposition offered by the honorable Senator 


from Kentucky, [Mr. Poweu1;] and if I cannot 


| get a division of the question, so as to have a vote 


on the proposition declaring that this deplorable 
civil war has been brought upon the country by 
the disunionists of the southern and the northern 
States, I will vote for the resolution as a whole, 
with my protest against its simple declaratieg as 
to the cause of this deplorable civil war, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) The words which it is proposed 
by the mover of the amendment to strike out, 
are ‘*and in arms around the capital.”’ 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I hope the 
Senate will pass the resolution in the words in 
which it has been presented. The amendmentis 
amere play upon terms. The assertion of the 
resolution is literally true. ‘* Near the capital”’ 
or “‘around the capital,’’? conveys the idea that 
arms are raised against the Government near the 
capital and around the capital. It is not only 


on one side of it, but on more than one side, and 








a 


| ology, nor because I would have drawn it pre- 
‘cisely as it is, but because it has been drawn by 
| the honorable Senator from Tennessee in a way 
| and manner and shape that suits him and suits 
the region from which he comes. That honorable 
Senator has to contend with difficulties of which 
we know nothing. The honorable Senators from 
Virginia have to contend with those difficulties; 
and when they come in here and oer this reso- 
lution as the resolution with which they will con- 
tend with these difficulties, I will not mar it or 
alter it, but will let them have it, and bid them 
God-speed to contend with these difficulties as 
they may. 

I will say that it is necessary in prosecuting this 
war that we should use all the means which have 
| been put into our power to compel the rebels to 
submit to thisGovernment. Iam ready to do it, 
but I am willing to pass this resolution as it is 
withoutamendment. I have no captiousiness about 
it, but will let these gentlemen and that region 
have it in a way which shall suit them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Senate 
ready for the question on the proposed amend- 
ment to strike out the words *‘ and in arms around 
the capital?” 

The amendment was rejected. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next 
amendment proposed is to strike out the words 
** or subjugation.”” 

The amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
is on the resolution. 

Mr. HOWE. lam very well satisfied that my 
own purposes, individually, in the prosecution of 
this war, do not differ at all from the purposes of 
the Senator from Tennessee; and therefore when 
he gives adequate expression to his own purpose, 
he will hit the expression of my own. i will not 
submit a motion to amend this resolution, but I[ 
will ask the Scnator from Tennessee if he has the 
slightest objection to inserting the words ** of the 
United States,” after the word ‘* Constitution,”’ 
near the close of the resolution, so that it will 
read: *‘ the supremacy of the Constitution of the 
United States?”’ 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
any objection to that. 

Mr. FESSENDEN., . It cannot mean anything 
| else now. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. That is what 
it means now. 

Mr. HOWE. It is precisely what we all mean 
by it, undoubtedly. 

Mr. POLK. I should like to know if the res- 
olution is not capable of division. It strikes me 
that itis. The first part of the resolution, closing 
with the word ‘‘capital,’’ 1 cannot vote for; be- 
cause, as was indicated by an amendment which 
I offered, I do not think that it goes the whole 
length of the truth in the case. The last part of 
itl am for. I think the resolution is capable of 
division; and if so, l ask that it may be divided, 
and the vote taken separately on each branch. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator indicate the point at which he wants a di- 
vision? 

Mr. POLK. The first branch of the resolu- 
tion is, ** that the present deplorable civil war has 
been forced upon the country by the disunionists 
of the southern States now in revolt against the 
constitutional Government and in arms around 
the capital.’’ I think that is a proposition which 
is capable of being divided from the proposition 
that succeeds it in the resolution. I ask, there- 
fore, that the question on that proposition may be 
taken separately. On that, I shall be compelled 
to vote in the negative. On the last part of the 
resolution, I shall be compelled to vote in the 
affirmative. ie 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Chair will 
submit the question to the Senate. The Senator 
from Missouri asks that this resolution may be 
divided, and that the question may be taken first 
on the first clause, stopping at the word ‘ cap- 
ital,’’ and then on the residue of the resolution by 
itself, 





The question 


I do not see 
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divide the resolution. 


qt 


The question being put, the Senate refused to | 


y 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Mr. President, Ido | 


not propose to detain the Senate for more than a 
few minutes. I cannot vote for this resolution, 
because I do not agree with the statement of facts 
contained in it. Ido not propose to argue it at 
any length, nor to interfere with the purposes of 
the Senate in the passage of the resolution. 

The first statement of fact is, that ** the present 
deplorable civil war has been forced upon the | 
country by the disunionists of the southern States 
now in revolt against the constitutional Govern- 
ment, and in arms around the capital.’”? [donot 


IE CONGRES 


On the day before yesterday, I think, sir, an 
amendment offered-by the Senator from Illinois 
[Mr..'TRumBv.t] to one of the general bills before 
the Senate received the vote of an overwhelming 
majority of this body, which declared that any 
person held to service or labor who should be em- 
ployed to aid the rebellion in any form should be 
discharged from service and labor. These were 
the general vague terms of that proposition. I 
think Lhavethe very words. Now what have the 
President of the United States, and the Secretary 


|| of the Treasury, and his other advisers, construed 
to mean aiding and promoting? The furnishing || 


|| of provisions and raising of supplies they construe | 


intend to go into the antecedents of this unhappy || 


difficulty. My own opinion is, that there have 
been errors upon both sides; my own opinion Is, 
that these sectional Federal difficulties might have 


been settled last winter; my opinion is, that the | 


present condition of affairs is due principally to | 


the absolute refusal of the majority in this Cham- || 


ber to agree to any proposition of adjustment, as 


I have taken occasion to state, and tried to show |) 
heretofore; and I think to that persistent and ob- | 


stinate refusal, more than to — other cause, is 
due the present condition of public affairs. 
I do not consider that the rupture which took 


place in the harbor of Charleston, the firing upon | 


the Star ofthe West,and thecollision at FortSum- | 
ter, justified the proceedings which tookplace upon | 


the part of the President of the United States, that | 


have made one blaze of war from the Atlantic to | 
I do not | 


the western borders of the Republic. 
believe that he had aright to take that step which 
produced this war, and to’ call, under executive 
authority alone, the largest armies into the field 
ever assembled on the continent, and the largest 
fleet ever collected in American harbors. I be- 
lieve that after that difficulty, which was then a 
local one, there was still an opportunity for con- 
siderate and thoughtful men, who desired to pre- 
serve the Constitution and Union of their coun- 
try, in the border slaveholding States, and in the 
conservative portion of the northern States, to 
mediate and produce a settlement; and it might 
have been done, bug for the proceedings of the 
President of the United States and his constitu- 
tional advisers. 

I believe, therefore, that, first, the gentlemen 
who represented the majority in this Chamber and 
the House of Representatives were responsible for 
the failure to produce a just and reasonable settle- 
ment; and secondly, the President of the United 
States is chiefly responsible for the broad, general 

yar that is uponus. The resolution proceeds: 


“That in this national emergency, Congress, banishing | 
all feeling of mere passion and resentment, will recollect | 


only its duty to the whole country.”’ 


I do not think the Congress of the United States 
has recollected oniy its duty to the whole country. 





———— 


I think the Congress of the United States—per- | 
haps, sir, | have no right to speak of the other | 


House in my place here; but I believe that the 


Senate of the United States is influenced to a con- | 


siderable degree by those considerations which do | 


not touch the interests of the whole country, and 


that to some extent it is influenced by passion | 


and resentment. 


“That this war is not prosecuted upon our part in any 


spirit of oppression, nor for any purpose of conquest or sub- 
jugation, nor forthe purpose of overthrowing or interter- 
ing with the rights and established institutions of those 


States””— 

_ I think, sir, that this war is prosecuted, accord- 
ing to the purposes of a majority of those who 
are managing the legislation that leads to its pros- 
ecution, for objects of subjugation. I believe that, 
unless those States which have seceded from the 
Federal Union lay down their arms and surrender 
at discretion, the majority in Congress will hear 
to no terms of settlement, and that those who may 
attempt to mediate will speak to the winds. | 
believe, therefore, that the war, in the sense and 
spirit entertained by these gentlemen, is a war of 
subjugation. The eminent Senator from Ohio, 
{Mr. Suerman,] not less conservative than a ma- 
jority of the organization with which he is con- 
nected, went so far, in the warmth of his feelings, 
the other day, as to declare that, unless the peo- 
ple of certain States in the South yielded willing 
obedience, he would depopulate them and people 
them over again. That 
subjugation, but a war of extermination. 


‘nor for the purpose of overthrowing or interfering wi 
ith 
the rights or established institutions of those States” 


| 


call not only a war of | 


to be aiding and promoting. ‘They have even cut 


off from the Union people of the southern States | 
Quinine for the sick, | 


the very necessaries of life. 
medical stores for women and for children, the old 
and feeble and the young have been cut off from 


those States by an act of executive usurpation. | 


A cordon has been drawn around them; they have 
been environed, blockaded, and even the neces- 
saries of life and those medical necessaries which 
are essential to the sick cut off, alike from the | 
Unionists and disunionists, from all; and that be- 


| cause they would be used in an indirect way for 


aiding and promoting this resistance to the Federal 
Government. 


I consider that amendment passed by a vote of || 


the Senate, so far as the vote of this Senate can 
go, a general act of emancipation. 1 should like 
to know if those held to service or labor who are 
employed as agricultural laborers in the South in 
raising cotton, in raising corn and other products, 
which are used by the mass of the population, 
cannot readily be considered by a rampant and 
fanatic spirit as being employed in aiding the re- 
bellion. Certainly as readily as every means of 
subsistence can be cut off from that whole coun- 
try by the act of the Executive, approved by the 
legislative department of the Government. 
The resolution proceeds: 


stitution, and all laws made in pursuance thereof’— 
The conduct of the war up to this time has not 
been characterized by any purpose to maintain 
the supremacy of the Constitution; on the con- 
trary, it has been deliberately trampled under 
foot in every step of the procedure. I have un- 


dertaken to show, and other gentlemen have un- | 
dertaken to show, that the Constitution has been | 


deliberately, frequently, and flagrantly violated. 
We have heard violent, denunciatory, stirring 
speeches made in opposition; but we have heard 


no arguments to meet those we have had the | 


honor to adduce before the Senate. 


While they 


stand unanswered, I maintain that the war, in its | 


inception and in its progress, is not to maintain 
the Constitution, but is in derogation of that in- 
strument. 
been violated in the first instance by others. The 
adhering States of this Union have the right to 
demand that the Constitution shall be the measure 
of Federal action; and the violation of the Con- 
stitution (conceding the point) by any number of 


It is not enough to tell me that it has | 
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opinions. Lam responsible for them in my place, 
and under the Constitution of my country have a 
right to utter them in my place. I know that the 
rampant spirit of passion is abroad over the land, 
and I know there are many here and elsewhere 
who have staked their all upon inflaming it, and 
keeping it inflamed to the frenzy point. ‘The day 
is not yet, but it draws nigh, when a terrible ac- 
countability will be rendered by those who are 
plunging their country into the vortex of ruin, 
under the pretense of maintaining the Constitution 
Peace, sir, peace is what we want 
for the restoration of the Federal Union and the 
preservation of constitutional liberty. 

1 will not, however, be drawn into a further dis- 
cussion of the resolution, I simply rose to ex- 
press, in brief, the reason why I cannot vote for it, 


Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, the extraor- 


| dinary remarks made by the honorable Senator 


| of Kentucky stand side by side. 


| mies. 
|| the Senator from Kentucky do not meeta response 


individuals, or any number of States, does not | 


justify the Federal Government, in opposition to 


| the rights of loyal and adhering States, in violat- 
| ing that instrument, which is the bond of their 
connection with the Federal Government and the | 


measure of their allegiance to it. Then, sir, in 


} 


my opinion, it is not to defend and maintain the | 


Constitution. 
‘Sand to preserve the Union, with all the dignity, equal- 
ity, and rights of the several States unimpaired.” 

I believe, sir, in point of fact, that if this war 
continues, the equality and dignity and rights of 
the several States will not be preserved unim- 
paired, either of those which have withdrawn or 
of those that remain. J believe the prosecution 


from Kentucky, 1 know, will excuse even the 
youngest Senator on this floor for saying a few 
words in reply. The State of Ohio and the State 
They have al- 
ways been friends. In the early stages of our 
history, from the earliest settlements to this hour, 
they have been friends—in most cases casting 
their electoral vote together. But if the Senator 
from Kentucky speaks the voice of Kentucky, 
then Kentucky and Ohio will, I fear, soon be ene 
I feel confident the views now spoken by 


from the people of his own State. I feel author- 
ized, from the latest voice heard from Kentucky, 
to say that he does not speak the sentiments of 
her patriotic citizens, 

He says that the President of the United States 
has brought on this war—that by issuing the proc- 
lamation of April last he commenced and inan- 
gurated this war. I ask the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky who fired upon our flag at Charles- 
ton? Was not that an act of war? Would a 


|| brave son of Kentucky submit to it without re- 
*< But to defend and maintain the supremacy of the Con- 


senting it? Who assaulted our fort at Sumter? 
Who fired upon one of Kentucky’s distinguished 
citizens, sad even fired upon him after he had 
raised a flag of truce—fired upon him when the 
buildings were burning around his head? Was 
this no act of war? Who stole the mint with the 
money of your Government at New Orleans? 
Who captured your army in Texas? Who be- 
trayed his country there? General Twiggs, now 
made a hero! Whoattacked your soldiers on the 
plains of Texas? Who did act after act of war 
upon this country? Who organized, in plain 
| violation of the Constitution, a new government, 
| denying the authority of the old, and subverting 
| the old by physical force? And yet nothing is 
said by the Senator from Kentucky of all this. 
The distinguished citizen who had the honor of 
beating him for the highest station before the poo- 
| ple of this country, is the man who he says brought 
all these evils upon us, when, according to my 
| judgment, no other with his authority ever fore- 
bore so long. 
| The truth is, the people of these States have 
| forborne with the disunionists of the southern 
| States too much and too long. The honorable 
| Senator says that we refused to grant them terms 
of compromise. Our fathers, yours and mine, 
made a compromise that we are now willing to 
stand upon, and you are not. We do not propose 
to change the compromise of the Constitution. 
There is not a line, a syllable, a provision, that 
| we here do not now religiously obey; and you 


|| have no right to demand any other compromise. 


of this war for twelve months, if waged success- | 


fully, will be the grave of constitutional liberty 
upon tis continent. That is my humble judg- 
ment. I believe itis no remedy for the present 
difficulties. 1 believe, when you array ten or 
twelve million people on one side, and some 


eighteen or nineteen million people on the other, | 


and when you put aside the Constitution of your 
country, and they wage war like two nations, it 
is a war of subjugation, and it will terminate in 
the conquest of one or the other; and however it 
may terminate, be equally disastrous to both, 

Iam quite aware, sir, that [ stand here, in utter- 
They are my 


ing these opinions, almost alone. 





| The Constitution is the bond of our Union, and it 
| is you who seek to change it by amendments or 
to subvert it by force. No man from the free 
States denies its authority or demands its alter- 
| ation. 

The Senator from Kentucky and the disunion- 
ists of the southern States have no right to come 
to me and say ** you have involved your country 
in civil war because you would not do as we 
wanted you to do.” Because we would not change 
the Constitution, because we would not ingraft 
new provisions in it that were unknown to it; 
especially because we will not disregard the pop- 
ular voice at the last election, we are charged with 
involving our country in civil war! It is idle to 
answer this kind of argument. 

Mr. President, the disunionists of the southern 
States are traitors to their country; they must, and 
il IT repeat they will, be subdued. This war is pros- 
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ecuted for the purpose of subduing those men, and 
compelling them to obey the laws, just as you, 
sir, and I, are bound to do; to make them just 
such loyal subjectsas you and I noware. Because 


this purpose isannounced and declared by the res- 
olution introduced by the honorable Senator from 
‘Tennessee, we are to have clamor about subju- 


vation, 


[am a subject; you are a subject; there 


is Nola Senator within the sound of my voice who | 


is not a subject. The Lieutenant General is a 
subject; the President of the United States is a 
subject, just precisely in the same sense that we 
intend to make all these people in the southern 
States subjects to the Constitution, All thisclap- 
trap about subjugation, it seems to me, ought to 
he dismissed from the Senate. These men must 
be subjugated to obedience to the Censtitutien; 
and when that is accomplished, then this resolu- 
tion declares our purpose to be to give them all 
the rights conferred upon them by the Constitu- 


tion, and that the very moment the object is ac- | 


complished the war shall cease. 

Now, Mr. President, in regard to the technical 
criticisms upon the language of this resolution, I 
have only this to say: that there is no single ex- 


pression, no single word in it, but what is liter- | 


ally true. Therefore, I can vote for it with the 
greatest pleasure, This war wasnevercommenced, 
it was never prosecuted, with any idea of inter- 
fering with the domestic relations of the southern 
States, 


Certainly if it were so prosecuted, it | 


would not have my assent. It is presecuted sim- 


ply for the purpose of maintaining the Govern- 


ment; and no Governmentcan survive and endure | 


that which the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
now substantially justifies; because, if I under- 
tand him correctly, he justified and defended these 


very disunionists—these very traitors who now | 


seek to subvert this Government. Perhaps the 
torce of his language was stronger than he in- 
fended; but that was the effect of it. He justified 
them, and charged the majority of the Senate and 


the President of the United States with subvert- | 


ing the Government and commencing acivil war. 

{n regard to the proposition offered by the Sen- 
ator from Illinois, [Mr. Trumsuty,] I have but 
this to say: if aslave is used by his master in 


the actual prosecution of this war, that slave 


ought to be freed; the master ought to forfeit all 
right to him. Does the Senator deny this? Ifa 
slave is used by his master to accomplish the work 
of treason—I mean actively, according to the lan- 
ruage of that bill—ought that master still to own 
the labor of that slave? Certainly not; aud yet 
il seems to me, in declaring this principle we do 
not interfere at all in the slightest degree with the 


relations of master and slave, except where the | 


master uses that slave as an instrument to erect 
barricades—to accomplish treason. As a matter 


of course, then, he ought to lose his right to the | 


slave—all claim, ownership, or control over him. 
‘There is no objection to this doctrine. The peo- 
ple that the Senator now defends have their pi- 
rates, declared so by the law of the United States, 
upon the high seas; and they burn ships, they 
capture white men, and I am told by the news- 
papers, | do not know whether it be true or not, 


that they actually make prisoners of war labor as | 


slaves at their fortifications. We say to these 
inen, the owners of slaves, “ if you use the slaves, 
yourchattels, to prosecute this unholy war against 
the Union, they shall be forfeited, and you shall 


exercise no further ownership over them.” This | 


is upon the same prénciple that arms, horses, and || 


all munitions of war are forfeited to the captors, 
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may go off by themselves; and then this noble 
country of ours will be broken up, and all the 
hopes of civilization, all the hopes which induced | 
our fathers to wage the war of the Revolution, 
will be scattered and dissipated. All this evil has 
been brought about by men who, because they 
could not rule, are determined to ruin; by dis- 
unionists who, because they cannot change the 
Constitution to suit their will and their whim, are 
now determined to subvert all in onecommon ruin. 
I say we have been forbearing long enough. I, 
for one, am for this war; for its active, vigilant, 


| and determined prosecution. Whether I may live 


| anything, all shall be given freely for the purpose | 


or die, whether my property may go or not, makes | 
no difference. It is better for mankind that ever 
man now living on this continent, you and I, 


sir, should fall victims to this war, rather than || 
that this noble country of ours, this great and glo- || 


rious Union should be divided and broken up into | 
hostile factions, warring with each other in all 
time to come, For one, while my health and my 
voice last, while my life lasts and while I have 


of maintaining the Union, and carrying out in 


| good faith and in good spirit the purport of this | 
| resolution. 


| when I was up just now; he did propose to an- 


| he ought to be seized and taken. 


| and his constitutional advisers have construed the | 


| medical attendance to the people of those States 
| —loyal and disunionists alike—to be aiding and 
| promoting in such manner as that he will confis- 


| that measure can bear, because your executive | 


| tion; because all that agricultural labor of the 
|| South which is done by slaves—in raising corn, 


and may be employed against the former owners, || 


or disposed of as the captor sees fit. 


One word further, in reply to a personal allu- | 


sion to myself. I did say, and I will now repeat, 
that I believe the very safety of thisGovernment, 


the very existence of civil liberty and of civiliza- | 


tion itself, depends upon the result of this war. 


I believe that if the southern States were able now | 


to draw a line across this continent, we should 
have for a time two hostile eonfederacies warring 
with each other, as Anglo-Saxons always have 
warred with each other, bitiesly and with determ- 
ination. I believe that everything depends upon 
subduing the disunionists in the mode and for the 
purpose pointed out in this resolution. If we 
divide into two sections now, soon we shall be 
divided into three, or four, or five. If the North 
is divided from the South now, the East may be 
divided from the West, aad Oregon and California 


| they represent their constituents or not, 


| ceedings are in conflict with it; and instead of | 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. A single word, sir, | 
in reply to one or two of the observations which | 
fell from the Senator from Ohio. The Senator | 
did not see fit to undertake to answer most of the | 
remarks I had the honor to offer to the Senate 


swer one or two. Among them was the criticism 
I made upon the amendment of the Senator from 
Illinois in reference to the employment of persons 
held to service or labor in aid of or to promote 
the rebellion. The Senator does not meet it with | 
his accustomed accuracy and logic. The Senator | 
says that if aslave is employed to make intrench- | 
ments, or to point guns atthe United States forces, 
That is not the 
question; far fromit. Ichoose to putit upon the 
broader and stronger ground of the proposition 
as it was adopted. The language of that proposi- 
tion is, that any person held to service or labor 
employed in any way to aid or promote the so- 
called rebellion shall be discharged from service 
orlabor. I say the President of the United States 


raising of crops, the furnishing of provisions, ay, 
even the furnishing of the necessaries of life and 


cate them. Now, that is the construction which | 
Government, I suppose, is to execute it. I con- 
tend that, under its language and the construction 
given by Senators on this floor and by the exec- | 
utive Government, it is a general act of emancipa- 





cotton, and other staples which go to the suste- 
nance of human life and sustaining the resources 
of the southern people in every way—will be 
construed as giving aid and comfort to that move- 
ment. I tell you, sir, that amendment is a gen- 
eral act of emancipation. 

The Senator says he has stood where he has 
ever done; and the gentlemen whom he repre- 
sents stand where they have ever done, in sup- 
port of the Constitution. That, sir, is the ques- 
tion. I profess to stand on that instrument as 
steadily, as firmly, and as loyally as that Sena- 
tor. I have tried to show here that I stand upon 
it; I have tried to show that many of these pro- 


being answered by reason, I have been answered 
by rhetoric and declamation alone. The gauntlet 
thrown down has not been taken up on the other 
side of the Chamber, and there has been no 
studied, clear, manly attempt to defend, upon | 
constitutional grounds, the proceedings that are 
being enacted around us every day, and I venture 
to say there will be none. 

One other word, and only one other. Iam not 
in the habit of undertaking to instruct Senators 
as to their duty, or in the habit of forming or ex- 
pressing any opinions on this floor as to whether 
The 
Senator from Ohio undertakes to say that, in op- 
posing this resolution, and in my general course 

ere In Opposition to the war, [ am not represent- 
ing the people of Kentucky. Sir, I think I am. 





|| Kentucky which require a reply. 
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I am representing my own convictions, and, as I 


|| believe, theirs. To that tribunal, however, | will 


submit the question; and if, indeed, it be true that 
the people of Kentucky shall believe that the 
| prosperity and peace of this country can be best 
| promoted by an unnetural, fratricidal, and horri- 
ble war, and they shall determine to throw their 
| energies into this struggle, not for the preserva- 
tion of the Constitution and the principles of lib- 
erty, but, in my opinion, for the destruction of 
| both, | will acquiesce, in sadness and in tears, in 
her decision; but I will no longer be her repre- 
sentative upon the floor of the American Senate. 
The Senator from Ohio is for this war, and he 
closes by saying so. Sir, I close by saying that, 
as a friend of the Constitution, as a friend of my 
country, asa Senator from the State of Kentucky, 
and as a philanthropist, I am against this war. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, some ob- 
servations have just fallen from the Senator from 
The Senator 
charges upon the majority, or those representing 
the majority upon this floor, the responsibility of 
involving the country in civil war. He charges 
that last winter, if the majority had yielded to the 
| demands of the minority, the country would now 
be at peace. Sir, what were those demands made 
| by the minority? Not to support the Constitu- 
tion; not to stand by the Constitution as it is; but 
to make a new Constitution; and a new Consti- 
tution by the provisions of which the institution 
of slavery should be carried into all the Territo- 
ries we now have south of 36° 30’, and all the 
Territories we can ever acquire, even to Cape 
Horn. Sir, not only did they make the demand 
| of anew Constitution, but they demanded it with 
arms in their hands. Do you suppose, when a 
demand like this was made, with arms in the 
hands of a minority, threatening to overturn the 
Government, that such a demand would be ac- 
quiesced in by the representatives of a majority 
of the American people? 

Does that honorable Senator, who was himself 
a candidate for the presidential office, when de- 
feated in the election, suppose that the majority, 
under the Constitution, woulg yield to the minor- 
ity who were already in arms to prevent the in- 
auguration of their candidate? That because the 
majority refused to submit to this humiliating 
demand of a minority, as a condition precedent, 
the majority are responsible for this war? Behold 
those gentle advocates of peace seizing our forts, 
firing upon our flag, at the mouths of their cannon 
demanding a new Constitution, or that the old one 
should be overthrown! Worse than all, Mr. 
President, when the question was put to the rep- 
| resentatives of this minority in the peace con- 
gress, “if we yicld to your demand, if we now 
agree that the Constitution shall be changed so 
that the institution of slavery, by virtue of the 
Constitution, shall be carried into all the Territo- 
ries we now have south of 36° 30’, and all we 
may ever acquire in Mexico, Central and South- 
ern America, will you then give up your doctrine 
of secession and stand by the Union?” the an- 
swer was, *‘notatall.’’ Sir, we could have no 
Union worth having on any terms whatever. It 
was always a Union with the right insisted upon, 
with arms in their hands, at any time to with- 
draw—a miserable, contemptible sham. In one 
| word, it was a defeated minority, with arms in 
their hands, demanding not only a new Consti- 
tution of the majority, but demanding us to ac- 
knowledge and acquiesce in this asserted right of 
secession—in short, the destruction of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. POLK. Will the Senator allow me to ask 
him what proposition he refers to when he says 
that? I do not wnderstand the facts to be that 
way atall. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Those are facts of history, 
known toall the world. I will go further, as lam 
now on the floor. I charge upon the friends of 
the Senator from Kentucky himself that their 
design in the breaking up of the Democratic con- 
vention in Charleston long before the election, 
was to force on this very issue, and break up the 
Government. For proof, I refer to the declarations 
of his own friends in that convention, and in the 
secession convention of South Carolina, as pub- 
lished at the time throughout the United States. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Will the Senator 








allow me to interrupt him for a moment, for a 
single sentence only? Time and again, since the 
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. 
commencement of this session of the Senate, kin- || than it has ever yet attained; and that the time is 
dred personal allusions have been made to myself. coming when the States of this Union that have 
Although they are not unparliamentary, I think |) been diseased and corrupted by disunionism will, | 
them both ungenerous and unjust. I ask, sir, one after another, State after State, take their 
that the views L take of constitutional duty, and | position side by side with the loyal States of the 
the arruments by which I maintain them, may be || Union, and be as loyal—ay, more loyal—than 
met with courtesy and candor; and it adds not to || they have been for the last fifteen years. I re- 
a creat cause to undertake té’make it turn upon || member very well that a late Senator from Vir- 
a personal point, level. d against an individual. ginia, (Mr. Hunter,) last winter, gave us a new | 
{ add one word more, sir. Doubtless the Sen- || word. These words are sometimes fearful things. 
ator from Wisconsin believes that what he has || Lane, of Oregon, gave us ‘‘ coercion;’’ some other 
said is true. Las firmly believe ittot to be true; || Senator ‘* subjugation;’’ but Hunter gave us * re- 
and that it was not true was proved by subse- || construction.’’ ‘The Union is broken,’’ said 
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States, and the Administration; and, sir, for 
| what?) He charges upon them that they have in 
augurated and are now prosecuting a fratricidal 
| and horrible war, and that in violation of every 
principle of the Constitution... Throughout al! 
his denunciation of the President and the Admin- 
istration, I have heard no word, no single word of 
condemnation of the atrocious conduct of the 
States that are in rebellion against this Govern- 
ment. 
| For the first time in our country’s history our 
country’s flag was subjected to the indignity of 
an assault at the hands of American citizens; an 


quent conduct after the result of the presidential || Mr. Hunter; “ how can it be reconstructed ?’’ || infamous, an unprovoked, a causeless assault 


election was known, when persistent, patriotic, Ay, reconstruction; we thank him for that word. 


Our forts were seized upon—as I have before 


long continued, earnest efforts were made here || What has transpired in this body already has || said—ourarmories and our arsenals were robbed ; 


upon the part of some of those, and a large por- || shown how reconstruction may go on. That 


| our custom-houses were despoiled; a system of 


tion of those whom he now stigmatizes, to adjust || reconstruction, let me tell the Senator from Ken- || stupendous plunder and thievery was inaugurated 


this question, and when the adjustment was re- || tucky, is not a reconstruction of the Constitution, 
fused by those who coéperate with the Senator. || but a reconstruction upon the Constitution. Vir- 
In regard to myself, those who know me best || ginia is reconstructing herself. Her recreant Sen- 
know that never, from the moment I knew what 


| all over the States that have seceded and with 
drawn, or attempted to withdraw, from the just 
|| authority of thisGovernment. Yet, sir, notwith 


ators, that have proved traitors to the Government || standing all this I have heard no single word ut- 


a Constitution or a country was, did I ever utter || of the United States, are banished from these || tered by the Senator from Kentucky in denuncia- 


one word, or cherish one thought, that was false || Halls; and Virginia, reconstructing, redeeming, 
to the Constitution and Union of my country. || regenerating herself, is taking her position once 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, the state- || more upon the Constitution; 1s again represented 
ment which the honorable Senator has made that |) in this Hall, speaking once more the language of 
there were many individuals who desired and || her Washington, her Jefferson, and her Madison. 
hoped that, by some compromise last winter, this || ‘Tennessee will soon do the same. Her recreant 
difficulty might be prevented or deferred, I shall |! Senator will learn that the loyal people of Ten- 
not deny; but what I charge is that the leaders || nessee, aided by the loyal people of the other 
among the disunionists, and many of the leaders || States, still represented as she is by her heroic 
among those who were here undertaking to press || Senator, will take her position as strongly here 
these terms upon the majority, designed to make || as any other State in the Union; as loyal as that 
it the pretext for carrying out their disunion and || hero whose sacred remains still rest in her soil. 


treasonable designs. ‘They knew that they were || And I say to the Senator from Kentucky, I do || 


demanding, and intended to demand, what never || not believe that his State will ever prove disloyal 
could be conceded; and they made the demand on || to the flag of the Union. When Virginia and 
purpose to be refused, with the very purpose of || Tennessee and ‘Texas shgll reconstruct themselves 
carrying their States and their people out of the || upon the Constitution, the time will soon come 
Union. when reconstruction will begin even in the Gulf 

The Senator talks a great deal about the tramp- || States. The way for this reconstruction is plain 
ling on the Constitution of the United States by || and simple. Itis not by undertaking to overthrow 


the President in calling on the military power of || the Constitution, but by maintaining the Consti- | 


the country to defend the capital. Sir, [shall not || tution. The loyal people of those States will 
go into a discussion of this question now; | will, || rally to the Constitution, and plant themselves 


however, make one remark. Everybody knows || upon the Constitution; and we will raliy by their | 


that any private individual, even without any || side. 

warrant whatever, has a right to arrest another Let me say to the honorable Senator from Ken- 
individual when he is in the very act of committing || tucky there is a clause in the Constitution of the 
a felony, and to use all the force necessary to make || United States which he seems to have overlooked; 
the arrest. I therefore undertake to say, that if || and that clause is, that the United States shall 


there were ten thousand men in arms in Virginia |) guaranty to every State a republican form of gov- | 


to-day, actually waging war against the Govern- || ernment; and when a military despotism has 
ment of the United States, engaged in actual trea- 
son against it with arms in their hands, I, asa || and Louisiana, and crushed out all republican 
private individual, without being President, with- || form of government under its iron heel, and has 
out being clothed with any official authority what- || attempted to seize Virginia and Tennessee, what 
ever, have a right to ask one hundred thousand || is the duty of this Government but to rally to 


of my fellow-citizens to volunteer with me, and || their support; to guaranty to the people of those || 
with arms in our hands to go and take possession || States a republican form of government? It isin 


of these ten thousand men in arms against the || the exercise of that power that we are sworn to 
Government, and to do every act which is neces- || stand, and will stand, by those people. I say to 
sary to accomplish it, even to the taking of their || the Senator from Kentucky, that the loyal people 
lives. And now, in this Capitol, within hearing || of these United States have sworn by Him that 
of the cannon of traitors, men stand up here, day || liveth forever and ever, that, whatever shall stand 
after day, splitting hairs, talking about the Con- || in the way of the supremacy of the Constitution 
stitution of the United States being trampled under |! of the United States, and the laws made under it, 
foot by the President, for doing what I, as a pri- || they will, by God’s help, tramplein pieces. There 
vate individual, might do against these men now || is no mistaking the purjose of this people; it is 
actually engaged in the commission of the crime || not to overthrow the Constitution, but to sustain 
of treason against the United States. What a |) it and maintain it; and they will do it whatever it 
private individual might do, certainly the Presi- || may cost of blood and treasure. 
dent of the United States may do, who is charged I shall sustain this resolution of the Senator 
by the Constitution with the express duty of ex- || from Tennessee. 
ecuting the laws; and, by the acts of Congress, is Mr. BROWNING. Mr. President, I should 
clothed with the power to call the Army and || have been content to vote for the resolution 
Navy and the whole militia of the country,evenifit || without troubling the Senate, or consuming its 
were a million men, to arms, to come around him || time, by submitting any remark whatever on it. 
to defend the capital and to enforce the laws: || Although I confess that the resolution does not 
Surely, what a private individual without warrant || precisely meet my wishes, I should still, all 
might do, the President may do under the powers || things considered, have adopted it and given a 
with which he is clothed by the Constitution and || silent vote for it, had it not been for the course 
laws. || of remark indulged in by the Senator from Ken- 
That Senator ventures to predict that if this war || tucky, and which, for one, | am not content shall 


is to be prosecuted until the rebellion is putdown, || go to the country without a very few words of | 


or for twelve months, it is to be the grave of the || response. 


American Republic, and the grave of liberty on || ‘The Senator from Kentucky has been indulged 
this continent. Mr. President, I do not so read || during this session in the largest possible liberty 


the future. I believe that the Government of the |! of speech, and he has availed himself freely of the | 


United Stes is to-day stronger, and will be more || privilege; and on every occasion—with no excep- 
enduring, than any other Government on the face || tion, so far as | know—when he has addressed 
of the earth. I believe, too, that from this time || the Senate, he has assailed vehemently, if [ may 
onward it will rise in its career to a point higher || not say vindictively, the Pesident of the United 


seized South Carolinaand Alabama and Georgia | 


|| tion of it, in indignant denunciation, as it should 
|| have. received at his hands, as at the hands of 
|| every other loyal American citizen, 
Now, sir, [ desire to ask, and to ask respect- 
|| fully, of the Senator from Kentucky, whom I 
| have always been proud to call my friend—and I 
|| desire the question to be answered—does he ap- 
|| prove of the conduct of South Carolina in with 

| drawing, or attempting to withdraw, from this 

| Government, rending asunder the Confederacy, 
|| breaking up the Union, and assailing our flag both 
upon land and sea? I desire to know whether that 
| actof South Carolina meets with his approval and 
\| his indorsement? I desire further to know if he 
| approves of the acts of the States that have fol- 
| lowed the treasonable lead of South Carolina? Is 
he here upon this floor to vindicate them, and to 
hurl unceasing denunciations upon a President 
| who was never surpassed by any man who ruled 
a people on earth, tn all that constitutes patriot- 
ism, honor, integrity, and devotion to the great 
cause of human rights? 

Sir, I deny, and deny in the most emphatic 

| manner in which denial can be made, that it is 


| 
| 


| 


| true that the President or the Administration is, 
|| to any extent, responsible for the unhappy con 

| dition in which this country noW finds herself 
\| placed. I desire further to ask of the Senator 
|| from Kentucky, what, in his judgment, the Pres- 
| ident and the Administration should have done 
| when the flag was fired upon, when Fort Sumter 
wasassaulted, whenasufferingand starving hand- 
| ful of loyal men in the discharge of their rightful 
|| duties were fired upon, and their very lives as- 
|| sailed; what, I desire to know, in the judgment 
| of the Senator from Kentucky, should the Pres- 
ident and the Administration of this Government 
have done? He has not informed us. No one 
of those who have participated in these assaults 
upon the Administration has informed us; they 
|| have not condescended to inform either us or the 
country what, in their judgment, the Government 
should have done. Should it have humbled itself 
|| before treason? Should it have bowed abjectly to 
|| the demands of traitors, and have said, ‘* because 
|| you demand it, we assent to a disruption of this 
Government, an overthrow of the Constitution, a 
dismemberment of the Union; we submit to your 
behests, and we will never venture for ourselves 
to think or act until we have first had your per- 
mission to do so???’ Wasthat what he thinks we 
ought to have done? If not submit to it, what 
other course was there open but the very cours: 

that was adopted and pursued? The alternative 
was either abject; survile, diagahactil submission, 
or manly, constitutional, heroic resistance to th 

infamie@that had been committed against us. 
| Which course does the Senator think should have 
been adopted ? 

|| I call attention again to the fact that these gen- 
tlemen have not ventured to say, either to the 
| Senate or to the country, what they think should 
have been done. They content themselves with 
assailing and denouncing the Administration, and 
| they give the country no intimation of what, in 
their opinion, it was proper the country should 
have done, in that hour of her peril, for her own 
| self-defense. Mr. President/on the part of the 
|| Administration, on the part of the country, on 
|} the part of every loyal citizen in the country, this 
| is as strictly and literally a war of self-defense as 














* 
: 


264 


ever a people were compelled on earth to prose- 
cute. Whenever an individual is assailed, he has 
an inherent and inalienable right of self-defense 
that stops to consult no constitution and no law, 
save alone the law of necessity, which overrides all 
others; and he has a right, as sacred and inalien- 
able as any right with which the almighty Archi- 
tect of the-U niverse ever endowed a creature of his 
creation. He has not only the inalienable right 
of self-defense in the tracks where he stands when 
assailed, but to push the war of self-defense to the 
uttermostextremity, until hisenemy iscompletely 
disabled and incapable, deprived of the power of 
the renewal of the assault, and further prosecution 
of the war; and that, sir, is what we intend to do 
here. Itis a war of self-defense, and strictly a 
war of self-defense; and it is nothing else. 

Here let me say, and I say it with no passion, 
Mr. President, that all the griefs of my life con- 
centrated into one have not equaled the over- 
whelming sorrow that crushed me for the condi- 
tion of my country when this atrocious thing first 
came upon us. say it with no passion, Mr. | 
President, when I do say—and I trust that I say 
it for the entire country—that any man orany set 
of men, here or elsewhere, who delude themselves | 
with the idea that there is to be now, or at any 
time hereafter, any sort, kind, or character of 
compromise patched up with treason, by which 
this war is to be brought to a close, are fatally 
deceiving themselves. Mr. President, no terms 
can be made now or hereafter. Let the conse- 
quences of this war be what they may, no terms, 
now or in any other time hereafter to come, can 
be made with treason and rebeliion. There are 
but two alternatives. One is that this Govern- 
ment shall be overthrown, and that the hopes of 
the world for constitutional government shall go 
down in hopeless night forever; and the other is 
that rebellion shall be subdued, shall be subju- 
gated, that treason shall be punished and con- 
dignly punished, and this Government shall be 
Ranked upon a rock—firmer, faster than it has | 
ever heretofore been—and upon which hereafter | 
all the tempests of insurrection and domestic dis- | 
content may beat, but beat in vain. 

Mr. President, I have already detained the Sen- 
ate longer than | intended; but there are one or 
two other things to which I must advert, and I | 
should feel that I had not half fulfilled my duty | 
were I to take my seat without adverting tothem. | 
"The Senator from Kentucky, if I understood him | 
correctly, says that the measures of legislation 
which have received our sanction, which we have 
adopted, contemplate, and in their consequences 
will accomplish the universal emancipation of the 
slaves of America. If it shall be so, if this war 
results in any such consequence, the responsi- 
bility of itis notupon us. I said all I desire to 
say on this subject the other day. 

But the feature of the matter to which I desire 
to call the attention of the Senate, yea, sir, of the 
country, is this: we have occasionally been de- 
hounced for (as it is charged upon us) an inten- 
tion of inciting to servile insurrection, and placing 
arms in the hands of the servile race to be used 
against their present owners. Mr. President, it 
has been one of the chivalric boasts of southern 
treason since this warcommencced, thattheir slaves 
and their emancipated negroes were coming for- | 
ward and voluntarily arming, and they were as- | 
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sisting them toarm. Forthat purpose? To aid | 
them in the overthrow of this Government, and | 
in cutting the throats of the free citizens of the | 
northern States. Let me tell them they may teach | 
us. The lesson that they are now teaching us is 
one of deep significance. It has been their boast | 
that these things were so; and yet whenever it is 
intimated that by any possibility of necessity the | 
yeople of Massachusetts, or of any oer yew | 
Reslend State, may choose to arm a regiment of | 
her black citizens to aid in the defense of the best, 

the most glorious, and beneficent Government | 
thatthe world ever saw, to aid in the prosecution 
of the holiest cause that ever enlisted man’s sym- 
pathies and energies, a howl deep and dismal as | 
that which would burst from the regions of per- 
dition itself is heard all over this land in denun- 
ciation of the northern barbarians who may pos- 
sibly contemplate at some time or other putting 
arms in the hands ef their colored freemen, citi- 
zens; and at the very moment they boast, they | 
seem to glory in the thought, that not only free | 
negroes in the South but slaves of the South are | 


if 
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to be armed for the prosecution of a nefarious 
war upon this glorious Government. 

Now, Mr. President, just let them put that in 
practice; just let them carry their threats into 


execution, and for one I willassail the institution | 


of slavery wherever it exists, through every ave- 
nue by which it can be reached, and with every 
weapon by which Ican strike at it. Let them 
persist in it, and I, for one, if the necessity is 
forced upon us, will not only be,as I have before 
said, for sweeping the last vestige of the institu- 
tion from the continent; but if need be to uphold 
this Government, to reinstate this Union where 
she was, to give to the world same hope that there 
may yet be sucha thing as a blessed constitutional 


Government for the protection of us now, and for | 
, 


all who are to come after us in all time, I, for one, 
when they arm their servile race to cut the throats 
of the free men and free women and children of 
the North, will urge upon the President (and his 
power I do not doubt in such an emergency) to 
proclaim universal emancipation, and to arm them 
all to repel the assaults that they would make 
upon us with arms in the hands of their slaves. 
Let them beware, sir, what lessons they teach 
us. Ido not wish to be misunderstood. 
no such thing to come. I desire that this war 
shail be prosecuted without any reference to the 
aggravation of its horrors and its desolations. 


, God knows they are enough under the most fa- 


vorable circumstances; but when they undertake 
to prosecute the war with all the evidences of 
atrocity and barbarity that would characterize the 


| war of savages, let them beware that they do not 


| duties would permit that to be done; but they will | 


| Kentucky is standing here to defend. 


teach us a lesson that may be visited upon their 
own head in terrible retribution. 

One thing more, and I think I shall have done. 
I should be exceedingly glad if our duties at this 
time permitted a close, analytical, and logical re- 
ply to all that has been said by Senators on this 


floor who have denounced the Administration; I | 


should be exceedingly glad if our time and our 


not. The Senator from Kentucky says that what 
we need—and it is the only intimation he has 
given us of what we do need—is peace to preserve 
the Constitution. And how is the peace to come? 
Who broke the peace? Wasitthe Administration? 
Was it the loyal citizens of America? No, sir. 
It was those that I will not say the Senator from 
I will not 


| assert it, because he has not asserted it himself. 


[ will not do him injustice. I will not assert that 


| he appears upon this floor as the champion of 


their systematic treason. But | will say to him 
that if peace is what is wanted, and all that is 
wanted, to save the Constitution and the coun- 


| try, there is no easier achievement on this earth 


than to give us peace. But, sir, how does the 
Senator from Kentucky expect it to come? He 
does not tell us; and I desire to know from him 
whether his wish, whether his opinion as a Sen- 
ator is that peace should come? It has to- come 
by the subjugation of one party or the other; I 


|-do not mince the word; I rather like it. Is it his 


| grievance, the redress of which she as 





|| the cit 


| opinion that it should come by the subjugation 


of the Government? He thinks it ought not to 
come by the subjugation of the rebels. Does he 
think it ought to come by the subjugation of the 
Government? If so, I for one do now and ever 
will differ from him, as far as the loyalty of the 
free States differs from the treason of the rebel 
States. 
4d omitted, Mr. President, to call atiention to one 
single suggestion. There are a thousand of them 
that [I should like to reply to, but I willnot. This 
war and all its consequences are chargeable, as 
the Senator from Kentucky says, upon the party 
who are sustaining the Administration of this 
Government, because they refused to make just 
and proper concessions at the last session of Con- 
gress. Atthe last session of Congress I had not 
the honor of a seat upon this floor; I was not in 
of Washington; I am not very well in- 
formed as to what was done; but I desire to ask 
the Senator, did South Carolina, before she with- 
drew herself, or attempted to withdraw herself 
from the jurisdiction of the Constitution, present 
to this body, or to this Government, any specific 
i ,as a 
loyal State should have asked? Does the Sena- 
tor pretend to say that she did? Does the Senator 
pretend to say that she alleged that she had any 


| grievance that needed redress? Did any one of 


I desire | 
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the seceding States bring before the Congress of 


the nation a specification of their grievances, and 
ask their redress? No man has asserted it, and 
I venture to say no Senator will assert it. Let 
me ask, sir, what concessions, in the judgment of 
Senators who attack the Administration, should 
have been made? and should they have been made 
to rebels in arms. aainst the Government, and at 
ithe point of the bayonet? Do they hold that it 
was the duty of the Government to submit to 
that coercion; and under that coercion to make 
concessions that were not asked for, and which 
were so vague and indefinite that we do not now 
know what they were that they desired? Will 
Senators tell us whether this is one of the views 
they take of the duties of this Government? 
but, sir, when peace comes, how does the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky think it ought tocome? Shall 
it be by a reunion of all the States by the reasser- 


| tion of the authority of the Constitution over every 


| golden sands of the Pacific? 





inch of our territory? Shall it come by seeing the 
flag of our fathers again floating over every foot 
of land from the shores of the Atlantic to the 
Is it thus to come, 
or is it,in the judgment of the Senator and accord- 
ing to his wishes, to come to a divided and dis- 
severed people, to little, petty confederacies, or 
monarchies, or democracies, or whatever form 
chance or power may choose to give them? Does 
he desire that peace shall come to our country in 
that condition ? 

Mr. President, in my judgment, no greater 
error was ever indulged in, no more fatal delusion 
was ever hugged to the heart of an American cit- 
izen than the delusion that two Governments, two 
Republics, can exist in the region of country 
which constitutes the United States of America. 
If the people of the free States and the people of 
the slave States, before a rebel hand had ever 
been elevated in hostility to the Government, had 
peacefully agreed to divide the Confederacy, and 
make a slaveholding confederacy in the South and 
a glorious confederacy of freemen in the North, 
all the Powers of the earth could not have pre- 
served the peace between us for six months. 

There are natural causes that man’s power can- 


| not control, and — which I do not propose now 


to enter, that would before the lapse of six months 
from the formation of two such confederacies 
have involved them in inevitable war, the circle 
of which would have continued to widen and sep- 
arate until it embraced the entire confederacies, 
and which would have continued until one or the 
other was subjugated or exterminated. There 
is no power in man, ph ysical, or mental, or moral, 
or all combined, to keep from us just that condi- 
tion of things, even if the States had chosen peace- 
fully to separate. And, sir, if the war with all 
its horrors—and gentlemen have depicted them 
to us in glowing terms—if the war with all its 
ten thousand unimaginable horrors had to come 
upon us, it is better, a thousand times better, for 
us to meet it now, to meet it when it comes in 
the form of rebellion and treason, and put itdown 
forever, than to undertake to meet it when we 
were fighting what we had acknowledged to bea 
free and independent republic. The war, sir, 
will be less fierce; it will be less desolating; it will 
be less enduring in every section; it will be less 
afflicting, than the war that would have been upon 
us as the necessary and inevitable result of peace- 
ful separation. 

Mr. President, I do not know that such is the 
fact, but when it is said no concessions were or 
would be made, I say I have always understoed 
the fact to be—and if I am in error, I desire to be 
corrected—that what was known popularly as a 
peace convention, consisting of delegates from the 
border States, assembled in this city during the 
close of the last session of Congress, I under- 
stand, and have always understood, that thas 
peace conference agreed upon measures of con- 
cession which were acceptable to the represent- 
atives of the State from which the Senator comes. 
I understand further, that when the peaceful re- 
sults of the deliberations of the best men the 
country contained were laid before this body, they 
were fiercely and terribly denounced by the Sen- 
ators from Virginia, and it was proclaimed that no 
concession or no compromise would be accepted, 
but that the separation was final afl forever. 
That, sir, I have always understood to be the 
truth. How can the Senator, then, in the very 
teeth of these facts, come here and proclaim in 
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this Chamber that all concession was refused that 
was asked by the people of the South, when his 
own State, if [ understand it, brought forward the 
propositions, and the free States accepted it? 

Mr. KENNEDY. They were voted down. 

Mr. BROWNING. I understand they were 
voted down. They were accepted in the conven- 
tion, and were voted down because they were not 
enough. If 1 am mistaken, I shall be obliged to 
my friend from Maryland if he will correct me. 
I do not wish to misstate anything, or misrepre- 
sent anybody; but I find that they w&e denounced 
upon this floor by southern Senators in terms 
fiercer than any that [ have the power or capacity 
to use. 


Mr. KENNEDY. 


If the Senator will allow 


me to interrupt him—I am sure he will not regard | 


it as an intrusion—I will say one word. 

Mr. BROWNING. Certainly not. 
with pleasure. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I can only say, as a mem- 
ber of the last Congress, that the propositions 
were voted down on the very last night of the 
session—on Sunday night. A vote was taken 
seriatim on every one, and every one was yoted 
down by a majority of the Senate. 

Mr. BROWNING. I make no point upon that. 


I yield 


The point I make is, that the proposition of com- | 
promise was denounced on this floor by southern | 
Senators, and especially by the Senators from | 


Virginia; and if | am in error in that, I shall be 
happy to be corrected. I think I am not. 

“he Senator from Kentucky speaks for his own 
people. He, and not I, is their organ upon this 


floor; but I must be permitted to say that I cannot | 


bring myself to believe that the people of Ken- 
tucky, that | love as my native State with a fer- 
vency and devotion of affection which yields only 
to that which I bear to the noble State of my 
adoption—I say, sir, I cannot bring myself to be- 
lieve that the hearts of the people of that gallant 
State, whose history covers some of the brightest 
pages in our nation’s chronicles, who have won 
renown upon every stricken field in defense of 
this Government, from the time she became a 
member of the Confederacy, are disloyal to the 
flag that floated over their fathers, and under 
whose folds this entire country was first conse- 
crated to the great cause of liberty. No, sir; I 
cannot and I will not believe that the hearts of the 


people of Kentucky, whatever the hearts of her | 


authorities may be—I will not insinuate that the 
heart of the Senator is or can be disloyal to his 


country’s flag—however disloyal her organized | 


government may be, will ever consent to contrib- 
ute their means and their valor to the dishonor of 
our flag, to the overthrow of our Goverment, and 
to the crushing down of the hopes, not only of 
America, but of all the devotees of liberty over 
the face of the earth. 

I ought to apologize, Mr. President, to the Sen- 


ate for the length of time 1 have consumed. [ | 


have occupied a great deal more than | intended 
when i rose. 


a: BRECKINRIDGE. 
tit as the Senate does not seem disposed to con- 
tinue the discussion on this resolution, I will not, 
as I had intended, make a short reply to the Sen- 
ator from Illinois. Perhaps I may do so, or may 
not, on some future occasion, upon some bill, 


before the close of the session. I will notinterfere, | 


however, with the vote upon the pending resolu- 
tion. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I ask for the 
yeas and nays on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. LATHAM, 
ready. They were ordered yesterday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
does not show that the yeas and nays have been 
ordered, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. KENNEDY (when his name was called) 
said: With the objection I have stated to the first 
part of this resolution, I will vote ‘* yea.”’ 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called) 
said: As the only legitimate purposes for which 
this war can be prosecuted are those disclosed in 


what purpose those in geeee may prosecute it, 
I shall votdgin favor of the resolution. I vote 
ea. 


The Secretary concluded the calling of the roll. 


I rise only to say, 


They have been ordered al- | 


The record | 


il 





' 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
inform the Senate that there is no quorum voting. 


*Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 


] 
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There were many | 


Senators here a few moments ago who are not | 


now in the Chamber. I trust the vote will not 
be prematurely announced, as the Senators, I 
suppose, will be in in a moment. 

Mr. LATHAM, (after a pause.) As there is 
no quorum, I presume it will be in order to move 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. CLARK. There will be a quorum pres- 
ently. Senators have been sent for. 

Mr. LATHAM. Very well. I will not make 
the motion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, (after a pause.) I wasin 
hopes that the question would be taken on this 
resolution this evening, because I am apprehens- 
ive, if itgoes over, we may have further debate 
upon it. It seems, however,ghere is nota quorum 
to vote on the subject. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is a 
quorum now present. (Mr. Trumsuui having 
appeared in the Chamber.] 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ifthere is a quorum pres- 


| ent, I will not make the motion I was about to 


| stand, is on the adoption of the resolution of the || 


| true, that this capital is surrounded by armed men | 


submit. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The question, I under- 


Senator from Tennessee. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Yes, sir. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. As that resolution con- 


tains a statement which, in my opinion, is un- 


| who started this revolt, I cannot vote for it. I 


shall vote *‘ nay.”’ 

I wish to add one word. The revolt was occa- 
sioned, in my opinion, by people who are not 
here or in this vicinity. It was started in South 


Carolina. I think the res@ution limits it toa class 


of persons who were not the originators of this 
rebellion. 


Mr.POWELL. Before the result is announced, | 


I desire to say that I also vote against the resolu- 
~~ 


| tion because I believe it to contain statements that 


are untrue. 

The result was then announced—yeas 30, nays 
5; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Browning, Chandler, Clark, 


Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, 
Harlan, Harris, Howe, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 


| King, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Latham, Morrill, 


Nesmith, Pomeroy, Saulsbury, Sherman, Ten Eyck, Wade, | 


Wilkinson, Willey, and Wilson—30. 
NAYS—Messrs. Breckinridge, Johnson of Mlssouri, 
Polk, Powell, and Trumbull—5. 


So the resolution was adopted. 
ORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 


| ment of the House of Representatives to the bill 
_of the Senate (No. 3) providing for the better 


organization of the military establishment, dis- 
agreed to by the Senate and insisted on by the 
Hlouse of Representatives; and 

On motion of Mr. WILSON, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate insist on its disagreement to 
the amendment ot the House of Representatives to the 
said bill, insisted on by the House, and agree to the con- 
ference asked by the House on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses thereon. 

On motion of Mr. WILSON, the President pro 
tempore was authorized to appoint the committee 
of conference on the part of the Senate; and Mr. 
Witson, Mr. Grimes, and Mr. Rice, were ap- 
pointed. 

THE NATIONAL LOAN. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the bill 
of the Senate (No. 41) supplementary to an act 
entitled ** An act to authorize a national loan, and 
for other purposes;”’ and 

On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, it was 


Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Finance. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 


| ness on the table, 1 move that the Senate proceed 





to the consideration of executive business. Some 


. : || messages have been received which can be dis- 
the resolution, without attempting to know for 


posed of in a moment. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


If there is no other busi- | 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, July 25, 1861. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. ‘Tuomas H. Stockton. 
The Journalof yesterday was read and approved, 


MESSAGE FROM TIE SENATS. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 


| Mr. Patron, one of its clerks, notifying the 





| House that the Senate had passed the bil! of this 


House providing for the payment of the police 
organized by the United States in the city of Bal 
timore, with amendments, in which he was di- 
rected to ask the concurrence of the House. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask the unanimous 


consent of the House to make a brief personal 
oo 
There was no objection. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I have 


| been assured by some of my friends, to whose 


opinions I defer, that in the course of some re- 
marks which I made yesterday, | probably, in 
the heat of debate, went a little too far. I have 
arisen this morning for the purpose of saying that 
my remarks of yesterday were entirely without 
premeditation. tr, in the heat of debate, I have 
wounded the feelings of any gentleman, I regret 
it. If l have offended the dignity of this House, 


| I make an humble apology for having done so. 


Mr. Speaker, this apology is made in justice to 
my own feelings, and prompted by no other mo- 
tive. I have had a seat in this House for many 
years; and during all that time yesterday was the 
only occasion that Ihave been borne into per- 
sonal conflict. It may be, as Iam assured by my 
friends, that I was borne further than I intended 
to go; and therefore | make my apology for it to 


| the House. 





INDUSTRY OF ALL NATIONS. 

Mr. HUTCHINS, from the Committee on 
Manufactures, reported back without amend- 
ment, and with a recommendation that it do pass, 
the joint resolution (S. No. 9) relative to the ex- 
hibition of the industry of all nations, to be held 
in London in May next. 

The joint resolution was read. It authorizes 
the President to take such measures as shall to 
him seem best to facilitate the proper represent- 
ation of the industrial interest of the United States 
at the exhibition of the industry of all nations to 
be held at London in the year 1362; and it ap- 
propriates $2,000 for the incidental expenses 
thereof. 

The joint resolution was read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. HUTCHINS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


NEBRASKA CONTESTED ELECTION. 
Mr. DAWES, from the Committee of Elec- 


| tions, made a report on the memorial of J. Ster- 


ling Morton, asking to be declared the sitting 

> ’ D y 
Delegate for the Territory of Nebraska, instead 
of Hon. Samvext G. Dairy, pending his contest 
of the right to represent said Territory, accom- 
panied with the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial of J. Ster 
ling Morton, presented to the House on the 12th instant, 
asking that he may be declared the sitting Delegate for 
the ‘l'erritory of Nebraska, instead of Hon. Samvet G. 
Datty, pending his contest for the right to represent said 
Territory, and that the same do lie on the table; and this 
without prejudice to the right of said Morton to prosecute 
said contest_on its merits. 

Mr. D ES. I desire to move that the papers 
be printed, and that the resolution be agreed to. 

3efore making that motion, however, I wish to 
state to state to the House in substance what is 
contained in the report, so that the House may 
fully understand that this is not a resolution whieh 
affects in any degree the merits of the case. It 
does not in any degree decide which of these two 
gentlemen is the rightful Delegate to represent the 
Territory of Nebraska in this House. It simply 
states that the action of the House, had heretofore, 
has simply decided which of these gentleman shall 
occupy the seat pending the contest on the merits 
of the question. ‘The gentleman whose memorial 
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has been presented to the committee feels that the 
Liouse has done wrong and made a mistake, and |! 
that it should have declared, on the certificates 
presented to the House, that he, instead of Mr. 
Daily, should be declared the sitting member dur- 


ing the pendency of the contest. His memorial 
is, not that the Committee of Elections shall look 
into and examine the merits of the case, to see 


which of them has got a majority of the votes, | 


but that the House shall, at this time, undo what 
was done on the second day of the session, and 
declare that he, Mr. Morton, shall occupy the 
seat which it declared, on full discussion, should 
be occupied by Mr. Daily. 
before the House, on that occasion, that if Mr. 
Daily should be declared the sitting Delegate, and 
he left to contest the seat on the merits, he, not 
having complied with the law of 1851 requiring 
notice of contest to be given in a specified time, 


would be without an opportunity to contest. The | 


House, therefore, on a subsequent day, author- 
ized and required the committee to examine Into 


the merits of the case, and determine which had | 


the actual majority of votes, without regard to 
the provisions of the law of 1851. 
Mr. Morton were thereupon referred to the com- 
mittee. 

On calling these gentlemen before the commit- 
tec to enter on the investigation of the question, 
Mr. Morton makes this special memorial, asking 
that during the pendency of the contest he may 
be declared the sitting Delegate and Mr. Daily 
declared the contestant. But the committee con- 
sidered that the action of the House on the second 
day of the session,in declaring Mr. Daily the 
sitting Delegate, precluded them from entering on 
that question. 
the resolution that they be discharged from the 


further consideration of this particular memorial; | 


but in order to guard Mr. Morton’s rights fully, 
they provide in the resolution that all this shall 
be done without prejudice to his rights in the fur- 
ther contest now pending before the committee. 
I think the House fully understands it, and I 
therefore call the previous question. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Lask the gentleman to 
withdraw the demand for the previous question ? 

Mr. DAWES. For what purpose? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I propose to make a few 
remarks upon this question. 

Mr. DAWES. If the gentleman will renew the 
demand for the previous question, I will with- 
draw it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I prefer not to move the 


previous question unless the gentleman insists | 


upon it, 
Mr. DAWES. I do not wish to open an un- 
limited debate upon this question, Itiscommon 


law in this House that the previous question must | 


be called upon anything that anybody expects 
ever to get a vote upon. If I can get any just and 
reasonable terms from the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, | most certainly shall give him the floor. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Lam bound to accede 
to the gentleman’s terms, for he has the matter in 
hisown hands. I accept his terms, whatever they 
may be. 

Mr. DAWES. Icould not fix any time within 
which the gentleman from Illinois shall confine 
himself, because I could not deprive myself of the 


: ; 
pleasure of hearing him as long as he chooses to 


speak. I am not willing, however, to open the 
door to everybody, for there are few gentlemen in 
the ELouse to whom I am as willing to listen as to 
the gentleman from Illinois. I say, therefore, that 
I will withdraw the demand for the previous ques- 
tion if the gentleman will renew it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I-will renew the de- 
mapd, provided the gentleman is not sagisfied after 
he has heard me that further considera#ton should 
be given to the matter. 

Mr. DAWES. I will withdraw the demand. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have risen for the pur- 
pose of making a motion that shall bring this 
matter properly before the House. I thinka great 
wrong has been done by the action of the House 
on the second day of the present session. 

I am not here to-day, Mr. Speaker, for the pur- 
pose of entering upon any discussion of the merits 


of the contest between these two gentleman from | 


Nebraska. The ascertained right of Mr. Morton 
to hold the seat during the pendency of the con- 
test is established by the law of the land, he hold- 


| that question. 


The papers of 


ir 


‘The committee therefore report | 











THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. " Suly 25, 


ing the certificate of election, according to law. 
What the merits of the contest may be I do not 


| know; and 1 will not peril my reputation by stat- 
ing what the result of that contest will be, for I | 


know nothing about it. But I have to say—and 


I desire the attention of the gentleman from Mas- | 


sachusetts—that I shall move to amend the report 


| of the committee by declaring that Mr. Morton | 
be admitted to the seat for the present; and I de- |) 


sire further that Mr. Morton may be heard upon 
When he shall have been heard, 
I will then be as ready as the gentleman from 


| Massachusetts to move the previous question. I 
It was urged by him | 


think he ought to be heard; he understands this 
matter betterthanany of us; and I think the House 


| ought to give its consent to hear him in explana- 


tion of his own case. I believe, if they will, they 
will adopt the amendment which I offer. 

Mr. DAWES. Lgthink it is perfectly right that 
both these gentlemen should be heard upon the 
merits of this case; and if | considered this in the 
least a question affecting the merits of the case, I 
could not say a word against it. But the condi- 


| tion of the case will remain precisely the same. 
_Itis only a question which of these gentlemen 
shall occupy the seat here in the meantime. The | 
question whether a majority of the people of the || 
Pacvitery of Nebraska have sent Mr. Daily or 
Mr. Morton here, does not come up now In any || 
That question is still back in the com- | 
| mittee, and still to be determined by them, under 
the instructions of the House to disregard the law, | 
/and go back to the simple question, who had a 
| majority of votes. 


shape. 


| The question here is solely 
which of the gentlemen has so far such a paper 
title as to permit him, during the contest, to oc- 
cupy the position of sitting Delegate; and that 
question the House, on the second day of the ses- 


| sion, decided so far as#@o permit Mr. Daily to be 


sworn in and occupy the seat, for the time being. 
That question was then discussed. My Jearned 
friend from I}linois was heard fully and ably on 
the subject. He made thé motion then which he 
proposes to make to-day. 
Kansas proposed that Mr. Daily be sworn in. 
The gentleman from Illinois moved to amend that 
motion by striking out the name of Mr. Daily and 
inserting that of Mr. Morton. The subject was 


continued under consideration a great portion of 


the day, until everybody had been heard who 
desired to be heard upon it, and everybody voted 
who desired to vote upon the gentleman’s amend- 
ment, by yeas and nays. The House then de- 
cided between the paper title presented by Mr. 
Daily and the paper title presented by Mr. Mor- 
ton, and gave to Mr. Daily the benefit of its judg- 
ment, that Mr. Daily’s paper title was the best, 
and that he should occupy the seat while the con- 
test was going on. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, when the merits of the case 
come before the House for our consideration, it 


has already been decided that both gentlemen 


shall be heard; but I repeat that there is no matter | 


affecting the merits of the case in the question now 
under consideration. ‘That contest is now going 
on. There is no advantage to be taken before the 
committee. The testimony is taken by both sides, 
and nothing is to be gained or lost by either party, 
whether the motion the gentleman from I}linois 
now makes is adopted or rejected. The question 
before the Committee of Elections, in connection 


| with this subject, is simply who received the 


majority of votes, and not who is plaintiff or 
defendant. 
Now, sir, the House having spent nearly the 


| whole of the second day of the session in discuss- 


ing and determining this preliminary question, 


| and having reiterated its decision by laying on the 


table the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
Mr. Daily was directed to be sworn in, I do not 
know by what power it is that that action of the 
House is now sought to be undone. 

I have no objection to the amendment of the 
gentleman from Illinois being submitted to the 
House. It matters not to me in what shape the 
matter comes before us for decision; and I am sat- 
isfied that, if the House understands what it is 
doing, it will not do so singular an act, to say the 
least of it, as to declare one man to be the sitting 
Delegate for the space of a fortnight, and then 
declare another the sitting Delegate for another 
fortnight; the contest all the time going on be- 
fore the Committee of Elections as to which gen- 


|| tleman is entitled, bya mage of the votes given, 


| mittee. 


| committees. 
The gentleman from || 


| previous jury had decided thus and so. 
| sir, great respect for the Committee of Elections. 
| I have a particular a for the gentleman from 


| committee. 
| great pleasure, assert his views in reference to the 











to be here as Delegate. 1 say 1 am not particular 
about the gentleman’s motion; but I hope the 
time of the House will not be consumed by a fur- 
ther discussion of the case. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to reply par- 
ticularly to the gentleman from Massachusetts. [ 
have great regard for that gentleman—very great 
regard. But, sir, why is it, if the Committee of 
Elections have perfect power over this entire sub - 
ject, that that committee have reported it back 
here again upon the petition of the gentleman who 
ought to be the sitting Delegate? If you have 
— power already, what object is to be gained 

y getting another vote upon it in the House? 
What is the object? I ask the question. 

Mr DAWES. I will tell the gentleman. The 
rule which governs me in this House is this: if 
any individual, however humble he may be, how- 
ever high he may be, however respectable he may 
be, comes to this House with a petition, couched 
in proper terms, he shall be heard by me before 
the committee; I will report upon his memorial, 


| and the House shall have an opportunity to vote 


upon it. Mr. Morton in this case presented a me- 
morial, which was referred to the Committee of 
Elections; and 1, as a member of that committee, 
have heard him upon that memorial, and reported 
uponit. It was the opinion of the committee that 
he asked of us a matter upon which he was pre- 
cluded by a vote of the House. Nevertheless, as 
well in accordance with our own ideas, and what 
was right, as in accordance with his own special 
request, we brought this matter before the House 
to see whether the House agreed with the com- 
If the House do not agree with the com- 
mittee they will unseat the member they seated 
here a fortnight ago, while we are determining as 
to the right to the seat; that is all. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, it is to 
that I object. Iam not here for the purpose of 
making complaint of the rulings of any of the 
Iam not here to-day for the pur- 
pose of discussing questions thatare decided some- 
times in our courts upon pleas. | understand.that 
under our Government the great question to be 
decided is, what is the will of the people as to who 
shall represent them upon this floor? I discard 
allform. I discard all quibbling. I enter upon 
this question as I would upon that of the right of 
petition. I agree to what the gentleman has said, 


_ and said so well, about the right of petition. The 


petition in this particular case was for the pur- 
pose merely of bringing to the attention of the 
committee a legal question, and a legal question 


| alone. The committce report back that the House 


has done thus and so. Now, sir, in our courts of 
justice, where new trials are granted, the attorney 
of the victorious side is not allowed, in an honest 
court, at least, to allude to the finding of a previ- 
ous jury. Itis for that reason the verdict is set 
aside. It is that the law may be vindicated and 
established, that you have these new trials. __ 
What is this report? Why, Mr. Speaker, itis 


| this: that a previous jury has decided thus - 


so; not what the law of the case is, but that a 
I have, 


Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes,] chairman of the 


I have heard him, and with very 


law. I respect his views, because I think they 
are always prompted not only by high intellect, 
but a pure heart. After I have said this much, 
the gentleman from Massachusetts must permit 
me to say, and it is not meant unkindly, or to be 
offensive—the Committee of Elections will per- 
mit me to say that I think their report is not 
marked by that dignity of deliberation that ought 
to characterize the Representatives of the Amer- 
ican people. The question is not what have we 
done. It is not that, sir; but itis, what is the law? 
It is a question of law—of right. That is what 
it is, and that is all itis. We have no report on 
that question; and hence it is that | move my 


amendment, in order to bring the subject before 
another jury. 

I say to the gentleman from Massachusetts; I 
say to the House; and I say to you, Mr. Speaker, 
that in the discussion the other @y, while | 
thought I saw the line of law and plain duty be- 
fore me, yet I did not feel able to impress the 
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1861. 
Hovse with my own convictions. I did not be- 
lieve that the House would have decided so hast- 
ily. I believed thatasimple statement of the case 
was sufficient at thattime. Sir, 1 was mistaken. 
Therefore, I have desired that the contestant 
might be permitted to present his own case. I 
know him. I will say of him that, of all the 
young men in the country, and | am familiar with 
a very great many of them, he has the greatest 
intellect and the most future. I pass this com- 
pliment upon him. 
and I have watched him well. Beyond the Ohio 
river there is nota brighter intellect. Gentlemen, 
you will hear of him hereafter; mark my words. 


And I will say of Mr. Daily—and I say it with || 


pleasure—that he is a clever gentleman. He was 
a member of the Legislative Assembly when I 
was Governor of Nebraska Territory. I found 
him ready to support me at all times in the vin- 
dication of the law, and in everything calculated 
to contribute to the welfare and prosperity of the 
country. I am not here, Mr. Speaker, to say 
one word offensive to him. But I do think that 


the American House of Representatives have || 


committed an outrage in permitting the Governor 
of the Territory, in violation of his oath, in vio- 


elation of his duty, and in violation of every trust | 


reposed in him, to unseat a Delegate as has been 
done in this case. 

I have said all 1 desire to say. I have moved 
to substitute the name of Mr. Morton, and to 
vermit him to be heard. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts says that he wants to be heard on 
the merits. I have but one word of reply. This 
is the merit of the case. Mr. Morton came here, 
Mr. Daily contesting hisseat. He only took evi- 
dence enough for the purpose of rebutting what 
Mr. Daily alleged. He has taken no depositions 
for the purpose of unseating Mr. Daily. 
Daily recognized the fact that Mr. Morton was 
elected. Mr. Morton recognized it. Everybody 
recognized it. 


Mr. DAWES. That my friend may not labor | 


under any misapprehension, I will state to him, 
and to the House, that when he says that Mr. 
Morton only took testimony enough to meet the 


case made out by Mr. Daily, he ought also to || 


state that the committee distinctly informed Mr. 
Morton that, under the instructions of the House, 
they were bound to say to him that between now 
and the sitting of the House in December, he was 


at liberty to take all the testimony hechose. Mr. | 


Daily informed the committee that he would not 
object to any testimony taken by Mr. Morton be- 


tween now and the sitting of Congress in De- | 


cember. ‘There has been no obstruction thrown 


in the way of this conteston the part of the House, | 


on the part of the committee, or on the part of 
the contestant or sitting member. 
approached it with the idea that the only duty 
incumbent upon them was to ascertain who had 
the majority of legal votes cast on the day of elec- 
tion for a delegate to Congress. It is due to the 


committee to say that every member of it is actu- | 


ated solely by a desire to ascertain that fact, and 
that fact only. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I have no doubt of it. 
Mr. DAWES. When my friend says that we 
have hardly done justice to the memorial, let me 


say to him, that it was only a question whether | 


we should bring it before the House in the way 
we have, or to keep it in committee until we had 
decided the merits. If we had kept it in com- 


mittee until we had decided the merits, then Mr. | 


Daily would have occupied the seat, and Mr. 
Morton would have been the contestant. We fee! 
it due to Mr. Morton, as a matter of justice, to 
bring it before the House in the way we have, at 
the same time, stating to the House our opinion 
as a matter of law, if my friend pleases to call it 
so, that this is a judgment of the House already 


entered up; and that, while it continues as ajudg- | 


ment of the House, it is not in our power, by a 
hearing upon the memorial before the committee, 
to reverse that judgment. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to say, once for | 


all, to the gentleman from Massachusetts, that I 
have expressed my confidence in his judgment 
because I feel it. 
I do not impygn the committee at all. 
they have we 

proper. 
gentleman from Massachusetts to another point. 
He thinks I have done him injustice by saying 


I believe 
e what they believed to be right and 


I have known him for years, || 


Mr. || 


They have all 


If I did not, I would not say so. | 


But I desire to call the attention of the | 


that Mr. Morton was not in the condition of a 
| contestant... He said that the committee and Mr. 
DA&ily had agreed thus and so. Whatof it? Does 
the Committee of Elections pass laws? What 
right, either by the consent of Daily or of the 
Committee of Elections, has Morton to contest 
the seat under a law passed by both Houses? 
Mr. DAWES. According to the argument of 
the gentleman from Illinois, there has been no law 
| up to 1851 for contesting a seat here. According 
| to his argument, all the cases since that time which 
have been decided upon testimony taken outside 
| of that law, have been decided without law, which 
| can hardly be the case. 


a command, but only a direction. 


selves of an early day to prepare their case; but 
each House is, by the Constitution, clothed with 


|| authority beyond this law, and it was not in the 


power of the two Houses and of the President, in 
1851, to prescribe a law for this House. This 
House alone, touching the right of each member 
to his seat, is a law unto itself; and the House de- 
cided by a vote, on the second day of the session, 


the 5th day of this month, that this contest shall | 


| be carried on without regard to the law of 1851. 
Now, | hope my friend will call the previous 
question. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 


word further. 


| and qualification of its members; but there is 
| another thing which the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts is too good a lawyer to deny—that the 


which testimony shall be taken. They have the 
power to do that; and under that power gentlemen 


have been cut off for not taking testimony accord- | 


ing to law. 
every 
shall and what shall not be evidence, how it shall 
be taken, and what notice shall be given. Now 
I say that where the law prescribes the mode in 
which testimony shall be taken, if the testimony 
is not taken in accordance with that law neither 
acourt nor Congress has the right to hear the 
testimony. 
stances. 
Mr. DAWES. I have only to say that the 
whole course of precedents of this House, from 
the foundation of the Government, is in the face 
of the gentleman’s statement; that every House 


Now, sir, we.pass laws in our States 


will, and what particular testimony they will not, 
receive, touching the right of any member to a 
seat upon this floor. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I regret very much to 
| make an issue with my friend from Massachu- 
setts. I suppose he is a better lawyer than Iam. 
I concede it. But I say to the gentleman that he 


taking testimony, if it is hot t#ken in that mode 
it will not be received. 

I move to amend the resolution reported by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, by striking out 
all after the word ‘ resolved,’’ and inserting: 


That J. Sterling Morton be declared the sitting Delegate 


G. Daily, pending the contest of the right to represent said 
| ‘Territory. 


I move the previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 
ject upon the table. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. 
amendment to the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. he previous question has 
|| been called, and an amendment is not now in 
order. 





way to settle the question. If the House refuse 
to lay the matter upon the table, my colleague 
will have a chance to offer his amendment. 

The motion to lay upon the table was agreed to. 


reconsider on the table. . 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


| ‘The question was then put upon the motion to 


print; and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 


The law of 1851 is not | 
j It only pro- | 
vided a method by which parties may avail them- | 


Mr. WASHBURNE. My motion is the easiest 


I desire to ask the 
ii Chaira single question. Does the vote just taken, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I desire to say a single | 
I agree with the gentleman as to | 
|| the power of this House, touching the election 


House and Senate can prescribe the means by | 


It is excluded, under such circum- | 


has determined for itself, without regard to any | 
law back of it, what particular testimony they | 


has misapprehended the point I made, which is, | 
that after Congress has prescribed the mode of 


I desire to offer an | 


267 


to lay on the table, carry the whole question with 
it? ° 

The SPEAKER. It carries to the table simply 
the report made by the committee; leaving the 
committee to investigate the whole question. 


NATIONAL LOAN BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, reported 
back, with an amendment, an act (S, No, 41) sup- 
plementa! to an act entitled ** Anact to authorize 
a national loan, and for other purposes.”’ 

No objection being made, the bill and amend? 
ment were taken up for consideration, 

The amendment reported by the committee was 
read, as follows: 

Strike out all after the first section, and inset the fol 
lowing: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Treasury 
notes, under the provisions of the said act to authorize a 
national loan and for other purposes, or of any other act 
now in foree, authorizing the issue of such notes, shail be 
signed by the ‘Treasurer of the United States, or by some 
officer of the Treasury Department, designated by the See 
retary of the Treasury, for said ‘Treasurer, and counter 
signed by the Register of the Treasury, or by some officer 
of the ‘Treasury Department, designated by the Secretary 
oft the Treasury, tor said Register; and no ‘Treasury notes, 
issued under said act, shall require the seal of the ‘Treasury 
Department. 

Sec. 3. ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury may fix the denominations of the ‘Treasury 
notes below fifty dollars; and, if he shall deem itexpedient, 
may issue, in exchange for coin, or in paywnent of public 
dues, Treasury notes bearing interest not exceeding nine 
per cent., payable semi-annually, at the office of the As 


| sistant ‘l'reasurer at New York, anything in said act tothe 


| bonds and ‘Treasury notes issued shatl no 


contrary notwithstanding; but the aggregate amount ot all 
exceed the ag- 


| gregate of $250,000,000, limited by said act 


from the Territory of Nebraska, instead of Hon. Samuel | 


I move to lay the sub- | 


| cally pledges the duties of impost on tea, coffee, 
day, for the purpose of determining what || 


| and which cannot well be negotiated now. 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, Vhat for the full and 
punctual paymentot the loan authorized by the act entitled 
“An act to authorize a national loan, and for other pur 
poses,” approved July 17, L861, the United States specifi- 
sugar, 
xcise and other 
received into the 


spices, Wines, and liquors, and also such « 
internal duties and taxes as nay be 
‘Treasury. 

Mr. NOBLE. I move to amend the third sec- 
tion by striking out ‘*nine’’ and inserting ‘*six.”” 

Mr. CURTIS. .« I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out **six’’ and inserting ** three.’”” 

Mr. COX. I wish to propound a question to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. Ido not un- 
derstand the full tenor of this section which has 


| been proposed by the committee, and | ask the 


gentleman whether the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 


| under that section, has, at his discretion, the right 


to issue notes in denominations under fifty dollars? 
Mr. STEVENS. ‘That is so. 
Mr. COX. Then I think we ought to havea 
vote upon that proposition by yeas and nays, 
Mr. STEVENS. The limitation in the ori- 
ginal bill was ten dollars. The section which the 
committee have proposed removes that restriction, 


| and leaves it to the discretion of the Secretary of 


the Treasury to issue ‘Treasury notes below ten 
dollars. It goes further, and allows that officer 
to increase the interest upon those notes to nine 
per cent., if he deems it necessary in order to 
negotiate them. Itis thought that a very large 
amount of notes, in denomination below ten dol- 
lars, may be passed off in the payment of dues, 
It is 
believed, also, that it will be found impossible to 


| negotiate enough of Treasury notes, at the pres- 


ent rate of interest, to meet the present pressing 
demand of the Treasury. The Secretary of the 
| Treasury thinks that, by raising the interest to 
nine per cent., he can negotiate them to an extent 
sufficient to meet the present demand. Under the 





| calamity which has befallen us, it is found impos- 
sible to negotiate the loan with sufficient prompt- 
ness to meet the demand of the Treasury. It must 
be recollected that the demand is well nigh a mil- 
lion dollag a day; and, unless there 1s some 
| such means as this adopted, itis not perceived by 
the Department how the means can be raised. [| 
move the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 


|| main question ordered to be put; and, under the 


Mr. WASHBURNE moved to reconsider the | 


| last vote; and also moved to lay the motion to | 


operation thereof, the amendment to the amend- 
ment was not agreed to. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Nosie, 

Mr. NOBLE called the yeas anderfiys. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The question recurred upgn the amendment re- 
ported by the Committee on Ways and Means. 


: 
, ; 
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Mr. COX demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, 
The Clerk again read the amendment. 





Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Itwasthe amend- 
ment in relation to the Government shinplasters 
that we asked the yeas and nays on. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. ‘The Clerk read 
three or four amendments. 

The SPEAKER. 
ment, . 
¢ The question was taken, and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 61, nays 60; as follows: 

YERAS=—Measrs. Alley, Arnold, Babbitt, Joseph Baily, 


Baker, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Samuel 8. Blair, Camp- | 
bell, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Covode, | 


It was one entire amend- | 


{| 
i 
1} 
' 
| 
| 


Mr. STEVENS. I call the previous question. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I make the point 


of order that the appropriations contained in these 


| amendments have not been considered in the Com- 


Orisheld, Curtis, Cutler, Davis, Dawes, Delano, Dunn, | 


Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Fenton, Fessenden, Franchot, 
Frank, Gooch, Granger, Hale, Harrison, Horton, Hutchins, 


Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Lansing, Loomis, || 


Lovejoy, McKean, McKnight, MePherson, Mitchell, Pom- 
eroy, Potter, Alexander H. Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Rol- 
lins, Sedgwick, Shanks, Sheffield, Shellabarger, Sherman, 


Sioan, Spaulding, Stevens, Stratton, Train, Verree, E. P. |} 


Waiton, Albert 8. White, and Windom—6l. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ancona, Ashley, Goldsmith Ps || 


Bailey, Baxter, Beaman, Blake, George H. Browne, Buffin- | 


ton, Burnett, Chamberlain, Cobb, Cooper, Corning, Cox, 


Cravens, Diven, Dunlap, English, Fouke, Grider, Haight, | 


Harding, Holman, Jackson, Johnson, Law, Leary, Logan, 
MecClernand, Mallory, Moorhead, Justin 8. Morrill, Morris, 
Noble, Norton, Nugen, Odell, George I. Pendleton, Perry, 


John H. Rice, James 8S. Rollins, Smith, John B. Steele, | 


William G. Steele, Trowbridge, Vallandigham, Vandever, 


Van Valkenburgh, Vibbard, Wadsworth, Wall, Charles | 


W. Walton, Washburne, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, 
Wickliffe, Woodruff, Worcester, and Wright—60. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, stated that his 
colleague, Mr. AppLeron, was detained from his 
seat by indisposition. 


Mr. STRATTON stated that Mr. Nixon was |! 


unavoidably absent from the city. 


Mr. CAMPBELL stated that Mr. Hickman | 


was detained at home by illness. 
Mr. COVODE announced that Mr. Parton 


was still indisposed, and he understood he had 
> 


left the city. 

Mr. MOORHEAD, when his name was called, 
said: ‘The rate of interest being too high, I vote 
no,” 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 


The result of the vote having been announced 


as above recorded, the bill was ordered to a third | 


reading; and it was accordingly read the third 
time, and passed, 


MESSAGE FROM TIE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, | 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate insisted | 
upon its disagreement to the amendments of the | 

Saunas to the bill of the Senate No. 20, authorizing | 
the appointment of an Assistant a of the | 
0 


Navy, fixing the Salary of the same, and for other 
purposes. Also, that the Senate insisted upon their 
disagreement to the amendments of the House to 
Senate bill No. 31, to increase the medical corps 


of the Navy, and for other purposes; and had | 


agreed to the conferences asked by the House on 


the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the | 
amendments to said bills, and had appointed | 


Messrs. Harte, Grimes, and McDovea.t mana- 


gers of said conferences on the part of the Senate. | 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- | 
roiled Bills, reported as truly enrolled, bills of the | 


following tides; when the Speaker signed the 
same: 

An act for the better organization of the Marine 
Corps; j 

An act in addition to the act to authorize the 
employment of volunteers to aid in qgforcing the 
laws and protecting the public property, approved 
July 22, 1861; and 

An act relative to the revenue marine, to fix the 
compensation of the officers thereof, and for other 
purposes. 

PAY OF BALTIMORE POLICE, 
Mr. STEVENS. I ask the unanimous consent 


of the House that House bill No. 76, to provide | 
for the pees of the police organized by the | 


United State8 for the city of Baltimore, be taken 

from the Speaker’s table, in order that the amend- 

ments of the Senate thereto may be agreed to. 
No objection was made. 


The amendments of the Senate were read. 





mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The SPEAKER. The amendments were taken 
up by unanimous consent to be considered. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I was waiting to 
hear the amendments read to make the objection; 


, and I beg that the Chair will not hereafter, unless 


there is a distinct understanding, waive a point 
of order by unanimous consent. I was waiting 
to hear the amendments read, and did not give 
consent, 

The SPEAKER. Underthat statement ofthe 
gentleman from Ohio, the Chair thinks the point 
of order is in time, and sustains it. The amend- 
ments are referred to the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union. 
INCREASED REVENUE BILL. 


Mr.STEVENS. I aminstructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to report back the 
bill (H. R. No. 71) in relation to increased reve- 


| nue, yesterday recommitted to that committee, 


with the following report: 


The Committee of Ways and Means, to whom House 
bill No. 71 was recommitted, respectfully report, that they 
are unable to devise any provision that will be constitu- 
tional, and carry into effect the instructions of the House. 


PAY OF BALTIMORE POLICE, ETC. 


Mr. STEVENS. I now move that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, for the purpose of consid- 
ering House bill No. 76, with the amendments of 
the Senate thereto, and that it be made the spe- 
cial order. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I object to that. 
It is not in order to make it a special order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is in 
order. The rule provides especially that appro- 
priation bills may be made the special order by 
a majority of the House. 

The motion to make the bill a special order was 
agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS. I now move that the debate 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union on the special order shall close in five 
minutes. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The question was then taken on the motion to 
go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union; and it was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole onthe state of the Union, 
(Mr. Kexroae, of Illinois, in the chair,) and pro- 
ceeded to consider the special order, being House 
bill No. 76, to provide for the payment of the 
police organized by the United States for the city 
of Baltimore, with the amendments of the Senate 
thereto. 

The amendmepts of the Senate were read, as 
follows: 

At the end of the House bill add, as follows: 

Sec. 3. and be it further enacted, That there be, and 
hereby is, further appropriated, out of any money in the 
‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the following sums: 

To enable the Mint to furnish such small gold coin as may 
be required for the public service, $40,000, or so much there- 
of as may be necessary. 

For the manufacture or purchase of apparatus and equip- 
ment for field signals, $5,000. 

Amend the title, so that it wiil read: 

An act to provide for the payment of the police organ- 
ized by the United States-for the city of Baltimore ; and to 
enable the Mint to furnish small gold coin; and to provide 
for the manufacture or purchase of field signals. 


Mr. WRIGHT. I wish to inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
whether that bill authorizes the issuing of gold 
coins of less denomination than one dollar? 

Mr. STEVENS. It does not make any change 
at all. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. [I raised the point 
of order because the previous question was moved, 
and debate cut off. I raised it to enable the gen- 
tleman from Maryland [Mr. May] to address the 
committee to-day, he having expressed an earnest 
desire agg! publicly, and to-day privately, 
to speak. He is not, however, in his seat. Iam 
opposed to the bill; but I have no discussion to 
engage in in respect to it, That is the explana- 
tion which I desired to make to the committee. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 
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Mr. STEVENS. I move that the Lill be laid 
aside, to be reported to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr.STEVENS. I now move to take up House 
bifl No. 71. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thatbillis not before the 
committee. 

Mr. STEVENS. Then I move that the com- 
mittee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. Binc- 
HAM having taken the chair as Speaker pro tem- 
pore, Mr. Kexxoace, of Illinois, reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had had under consideration the Union generally, 
and particularly the Senate amendments to House 
bill No. 76, to provide for the payment of the 
police organized by the United States for the city 
of Baltimore; and had instructed him to report the 


same back, with a recommendation that they be 
concurred in. 


Mr. STEVENS demanded the previous ques- 
tion on the amendments. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation 
the amendments were concurred in. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Parton, one of its clerks, notifying the 
House that the Senate had passed, without amend- 


| ment, a billof the House to indemnify States for 


expenses incurred by them in the defense of the 
United States. 

Also, that the Senate had agreed to the report 
of the committee of conference on the bill (H.R. 
No. 25) making additional appropriations for the 
legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the 
Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1862; and appropriations of arrearages for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1861. 


MILITARY ESTABLISILMENT. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. ILask that the House 
take up Senate bill No. 3, to provide for the better 
organization of the military establishment. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken up. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The Senate has 
disagreed to the House amendment. I move that 
the House insist on its amendment, and ask for 
a committee of conference. 

It was so ordered. 

The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Buatr of 
Missouri, Matiory, and Onin, such committee 
of conference on the part of the House. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, made the follow- 
ing report: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. KR. No. 25) 
making additional appropriations for the legislative, execu- 
tive, and judicial expenses of the Government for the year 
ending June 30, 1862, and appropriations of arfearages for 
the year ending June 30, 1861, having met, after full and 
free conference, have agreed to recommend, and do reggin- 
mend, to their respective Houses as follows: 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
following amendments of the Senate, and agree to the same, 
viz: second, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, 
tenth, eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, sixteenth, 
seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth. 

That the Senate recede trom their third amendment. 
That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s first amendment, and agree tu the same with the 
following : after line twelve insert: 

* For stationery, $4,600. 

“For pages and temporary mail-boys, $4,840. 

* For laborers, $1,917. 

‘For furniture and repairs, and boxes for members, 
$5,000. 

** For reporting proceedings of the called session of the 
Thirty-Seventh Congress at the rates per coluinn fixed by 
Jaw, $8,000: Provided, That the said proceedings shall be 
reported with and bound in the Congressional Globe and 
Appendix of the first reguiar session of the present Con- 
ress.”? 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
Senate’s fifteenth amendment, and agree to the same with 
the following: after line one hundred and fifty-three, insert: 
‘“¢ Forsalaries and commissions of registers of land offices, 
and receivers of public moneys, $2,250. 

‘For incidental expenses of the several land offices, 
$2,000.”? W. P. FESSENDEN, 
JOHN SHERMAN, 
MILTON 8. LATHAM, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
J. 8. MORRI a, 
ERASTUS CORNING, 
EDWARD McPHERSON, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Unless same 
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explanation be desired, | demand the previous || 


question. ; 
The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered; and under its operation | 


the report was agreed to. 
ADDITIONAL REVENUE BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move to refer House bill 
No. 71, to provide additional revenues for defray- 
ing the expenses of Governmentand maintaining 


the public credit, by the assessment and collection | 


of a direct tax and internal duties, to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and to make it a special order. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I ask the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to yield to me, to take up 
Senate bill No. 38, to provide for the arming of 
loyal citizens in the disloyal States. It is im- 
portant, and will occupy but little time. 

Mr. STEVENS. That does not interfere with 
the motion I have already made. 

Mr. Srevens’s motion was agreed to, 


ARMING LOYAL CITIZENS. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I ask leave to take 
up Senate bill No. 38, and put it on its passage. 
Mr. BURNETT. LI object. We will pursue 


. the regular order with this bill. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Then I move that 
the House proceed to the consideration of the 
business on the Speaker’s table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

A bill (S. No. 38) making an appropriation to 
pay the expenses of transporting and delivering 
arms and munitions of war to the loyal citizens 
of the States the inhabitants of which now are, or 
hereafter may be, in rebellion against the Govern- 
ment of the United States, and to provide for the 
expense of organizing them into companies, bat- 
talions, regiments, or otherwise, for their own 
protection against domestic violence, insurrection, 
invasion, or rebellion, was taken from the Speak- 
er’s table, read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


DISTRICT AND CIRCUIT COURTS. 
An act (S. No. 39) to provide for holding the 


district and circuit courts in judicial districts, 
during a temporary vacancy in the judgeship, was 
taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

REGIMENTAL BANDS. 


An act (S. No. 24) authorizing the secretary of 
War to reimburse volunteers, the expenses in- 
curred in employing regimental and other bands, 
was taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

ADDITIONAL REVENUE BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, for the purpose of taking up House bill 
No, 71. And Fae that all debate on the bill 
terMfinate in ten minutes. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I mowe toamend by making 
it five minutes. 

Mr. STEVENS. [I accept the amendment. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion to go into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and it was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Cotrax 
in the chair,) and proceeded to the consideration, 
as a special order, of House bill No. 71, to provide 
additional revenues for defraying the expenses 
of the Government and maintaining the public 
credit, by the assessment and collection of a direct 
tax and internal duties. : 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill by sections 
for amendment, commencing at the sixth section, 
where the reading was left off yesterday. 

_ Mr. STEVENS. I move to amend’by insert- 
ing, after the word “ dwelling-houses,’’ the words 
**and slaves;’’ so as to make it read: 

That the said direct tax laid by this act shall be assessed 
and laid on the value of all lands and lots of ground, with 
their improvements, and dwelling-houses, and slaves. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I propose to amend the 
amendment, by inserting after the words “ which 
several articles,’’ the words ** and slaves.’’ 








Mr. STEVENS. I accept the amendment. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. 


do not understand why the chairman of the Com- | 


mittee of Ways and Means should propose such || who would be held ree each for the pay- 


an amendment. I found the word ‘‘slaves”’ in 


the eighth section also, with a good deal of sur- 
prise. I did not suppose that the General Govern- 
ment was to recognize human beings as property, 
and to tax them as such. We have never done 


| so, and I am utterly opposed to doing so. 











wae 


Mr. STEVENS. We do not recognize them 


| as property. Thisisa a sy hg tax. The Con- 
| stitution expressly provi 
tion tax on that class of people, when you lay a | 


es for laying a capita- 


direct tax. We treat it as a capitation tax. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Then why will not the term 
**all others’’ include them? 1 do not still see the 
propriety of enumerating slaves with articles of 
property. Itseems to me that if we tax themas 


| property, among dwelling-houses and horses, we | 


are bound to protect them as property. I cer- 
tainly cannot vote for the amendment, and I hope 
it will not pass. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
7ass,. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
the amendment. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting the words “ and slaves,’’ after 
the word ‘* articles,’’ so as to make the section 
consistent with the Constitution all the way 
through. 

Mr. Chairman, I am in favor of this section of 
the bill. 
States wherein they are held; and I am in fayor 
of it, for the reason that a capitation tax is ex- 
pressly provided for and named in the Constitu- 
tion—provided for as a direct tax. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Will the gentleman permit 
me to say this? 

Mr. BINGHAM. 


I hope the amendment will 


Debate is exhausted on 


No, sir; I have but five 


minutes and I cannotyield. I wish to say further, | 
| that if this amendment be not adopted, if this pro- 


vision is excluded from the bill, you exclude from 
taxation more than half the means of raising rev- 
enue in all the rebel States. Take away slaves 


| from the list of taxable property or persons, and 


you exclude from the list in the rebel States more 


| than one half their means on which you can im- 
It was properly stated by the chair- | 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means that | 


pose taxes. 


by this amendment slaves are recognized as per- 
sons, and not as property. 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to say to the Chair 
that I really cannot hear what is going on. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair cannot possi- 
bly make the voice of the gentleman any louder. 
[Laughter.] He will, however, endeavor to keep 
as perfect order as possible. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I was going on to say that 


we are not without a precedent for this proceed- | 


ing. In 1813, during the second war of our in- 
dependence, a tax bill was passed containing the 
very words of this section; andgt never occurred 
to th 

slaves, they were taxing them as property, and 
not as persons. The gentleman has said that if 
they are to be taxed as persons, why not tax all 
persons? Because that would be unequal. Under 
the provisions of this bill, the proportion of the 
amount proposed to be raised, assigned to the 
rebel States, is but $10,000,000 out of $50,000,000. 


And if slaves are to be excluded, almost the en- | 


I oppose the amendment. I | 


Iam in favor of taxing slaves in the | 


ose whoenacted that measure that, in taxing | 
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tire amount will be assessed upon the loyal States; | 


and the rebel States will be made to pay far less || 


than their proportion. I know thatif thisamend- | 


ment be adopted some changes in the phraseology | 


of other sections will have to be made, but that 
is no valid objection. I say that the bill in terms 
discriminates between property and slaves, and 
that is sufficient to meet the objection of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Lovesoy. 
amendment be adopted, the clause will then read: 

All lands and lots of ground, with their improvements, 
and dwelling-houses, and slaves, which several articles 


subject to taxation, and slaves, shall be enumerated and 
valued by the respective assessors, kc. 


Gentlemen will see thata discrimination is made. 


But gentlemen may say that a valuation is pro- | 
| vided for slaves. 


I donotcare for that. That is 
the fault of the States in which slavery exists. It 
grows out of the nature of the institution. The 
slave States have fixed a valuation; they have 
chosen to make the distinction. If the tax were 


If the | 
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to be levied, however, upon all persons, the dif- 
ference is that you would be laying the tax upon 
free persons, and not upon slaves—upon persons 


ment of his own capitationWex, without respect 
to his property or his meansof income. I am in 
favor of the bill with the amendment, and against 
the bill without it. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I certainly cannot approve 
the reasoning of the gentleman from Ohio. This 
is nota personal tax. It is on the valuation of 
these items of property; and if slaves are included 
among these items, they are included as property, 
and not as persons. The taxation of slaves, as 
they are provided forin this amendment, is in no 
proper sense a per capita tax; and, I repeat, that 
it does distinctly recognize these slaves as prop- 
erty. The distinction is made between real and 
personal property. But, sir, | am utterly aston- 
ished that gentlemen like the gentleman from Ohio 
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania, should in- 
troduce here and advocate a proposition that al- 
lows or tolerates for a moment the recognition of 
slaves as property, to be taxed—not as persons— 
but according to their valuation; just as horses 
or any other species of property is taxed. 

Mr. STEVENS. The gentleman will allow 
me to say that the amendment which I have pro- 
posed, and that proposed by the gentleman from 
Ohio, make a clear distinction between property 
and slaves. The amendment proposed to the 
eighth line will make the clause read ‘ that all 
property of whatever kind, and slaves,’’ making 
a clear distinction between property and slaves. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Suppose it had said * all 
other property and horses:’’ would that have made 
horsesianything else than property? 

Mr. STEVENS. It is hardly to be supposed 
that any man of sense would include horses in a 
general enumeration of property, and then add 
**and horses.”’ 

Mr. LOVEJOY. The natural interpretation 
would be that slaves are especially mentioned for 
the purpose of including them as property. There 
are two clauses here which speak of all kinds of 
property; but here is a distinct enumeration of 
certain classes of property, and slaves are added 
as one of the speciesenumerated. In other words, 


| the only inference that can be drawn from the 


amendment is that the enumeration did not cover 
all kinds of property, and slaves are therefore 
included qs a distinct species of property, and 
one which the General Government never has ac- 
knowledged as property, and which it never will 
with my consent acknowledge. If we agree by 
this bill to tax slaves as a species of property, I 
say that we are in honor bound to protect them 
as property. 

Mr. BURNETT. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Illinois whether he proposes to tax slaves 
at all; and if so, how does he propose to tax 
them? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. If all other persons are to be 
taxed per capita, I have no objection to slaves 
being included as persons. 

Mr. BURNETT. Lunderstand the gentleman 


| to deny that slaves are property, and that there- 


fore they cannot be taxed by this bill as property. 
Do L understand him, then, that they are to be 


| placed on an equality with other persons, so far 


as the action of this Government is concerned ? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. If they are to be taxed at all. 
I deny distinctly that they are property. I do 
not deny that persons hold them as property; but 
I deny that they are property, and that = are 
to be protected bythe Government as such. I 
know there are sebhiey and murder and all other 
species of crime as well as slaveholding, as a 
matter of fact; but | do not want the General Gov- 
ernment to have complicity with these crimes by 
protecting them. 

Mr. BURNETT. As the gentleman denies that 
they are property, then I ask him if they are en- 
titled to representation here ? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. There is nothing said in the 
Constitution about slaves. They are represented 
in one place as “all other persons,’’ and in an- 
other as ‘* persons held to service or labor,’’ and 
as such are a basis of representation in this House. 
Wherever they are mentioned in the Constitution 
it is as persons and not as property. 

{Here the hammer fell.} 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move thatthe 
committee rise, for the purpose of going into the 
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House and terminating all debate upon this sec- 
tion. : 
The motion was disagreed to. 


The amendment the amendment was dis- 


agreed to. 


Mr. SHEFFIELD. I move to amend as fol- 
lows: 

Strike out, in the third line, the words “ all lands and lots 
of ground with their improvements, and dwelling- houses, 
which several articles,’ and insert in lieu thereof the words, 
“all property and estates properly ;”’ so that the clause will 
read : 

Shall be assessed and taid on the value of all property and 
estates properly subject to taxation, &e. 


Mr. Chairman, it was remarked yesterday, | 


when this subject was up for consideration, that 
Rhode Island would have an unjust advantage in 
the raising of this direct tax if the provisions of 
the bill were left as they have been reported. I 
should be ashamed to return to my constituents 


if I had in any way attempted to avoid any por- || 


tion of the responsibility which peoreey devolves 
upon them in suppressing the wickec 


by the Federal Government for the purpose of 
speedily and effectually putting down that rebei- 
lion. ‘They are willing, if necessary, to furnish 
the last squad of men in the State, and the last 
dollar of their money to that noble end. But while 
that is their determination, they say that they 
want a Government. 

I felt, Mr. Chairman, the force of the objection 
which was made yesterday by members from dif- 
ferent States of the Union. I was exceedingly 


embarrassed by the suggestions made by the chair- | 


man of the Committee on the Judiciary, [Mr. 


sincuam.] On a very cursory examination of | 
the matter, I have come to the conclusion that the | 
proposition he then stated has not been adjudi- | 


cated, but that he merely stated his own impres- 
sions. They have not even the force of dicta. 


Nevertheless, the inclination of Jearned jurists | 


has been in that direction. But, sir, it seems to 
me at this time that we should proceed with great 
caution. We should be careful that every step 
we take shall be upon solid ground. This is not 


the time, sir, in my judgment, to try new experi- | 


ments. In this, 1 am sure, the committee will 
arree with me. 


tor the purpose of obviating the objettion made | 


by the gentleman that the bill as it stands would 


operate unfairly, and for the purpose of fixing a | 
common ground upon which we all could meet, I | 


have offered the pending amendment for the ac- 


tion of the committee. It seems to me that, if it | 


be adopted, then the loyal States will pay the 


tax out of their several treasuries, and afterwards | 


assess it in their own way upon their own peo- 


ple. Iam aware of the answer which may be | 
made, but it will be time enough for me to meet |! 
the objection when it is suggested. There is one || produced by a wid and fanatical discussion and 
|| agitation of that very question. 

\irty-ninth sec- || 


d 
thing we cannot doubt. Ifthe people, as they 
will under the provisions of the i 
tion of this bill, can receive fifteen per cent. on 
the advance of their assessment, they will not per- 
mit the tax to be assessed and collected by the 
officers of the Federal Government, but they will 
pay it out of their treasury and then assess it, in 
accordance with their own laws, in their own way, 
or create a State debt in one way or the other. 
So much for that point. 

Mr. Chairman, while I have the floor, I will 
Say that it seems to me that the large amounts 
which have been advanced by the States, in the 


way of expenses in sending off troops, might be || 


set off in some way or other. | 
A Memsper. That is provided for already. 
Mr. SHEFFIELD. Thatis now provided for, | 
Iam told. If that be the case, then to that ex- | 
tent the tax will not be levied upon the people, | 
because the States have already provided for those | 


have submitted is a proper one, and ought to be | 
udopted. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I hope that | 
the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Rhode Island will not be adopted; and I hope that | 
it will not be adopted for the reason given by the | 
gentleman himself, that this is not the time to 
make any new experiments. IT undertake to say | 


| vision of the Constitution requiring an appor- 


rebellion | 
which has lifted its head in the South against this | 
free Government. The people of Rhode Island || 
are willing to assume any responsibility which | 
may be properly and justly imposed upon them | 


| wealth of Rhode Island and the taxable wealth of 


| to the discussion of the details of the pending bill. 


| are now hurrying through a bill for direct tax- 
ation with lightning speed. No time is afforded 
for necessary discussion. But lam most amused, 


| justified in different clauses of that instrument. 


| where the privilege is exercised. Let us come 


chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means. 


_sylvania when he proposes that this bill shall 
| take effect? 


| bill which provides that the officers shall not be 
| appointed until after the next meeting of, Con- 


| nation. If, when that time arrives, it s 


| 
| 
|| ject, the most difficult and delicate, can be framed, 
expenses. It seems to me that the amendment I || 
| 


| the measure now, for it is unnecessary; and it 


American Government to enact a section into law | 
which provides that direct taxes shall be assessed ; 
and then, at the same time, provides that they 
shall be assessed upon all property in the States 
properly taxable. There is no precedent for it 
in the legislation of any State. ‘The gentleman’s 
amendment makes the bill an absolute nullity. If 
you strike out the lines indicated and insert those 
which have been read, it destroys the object 
sought to be accomplished. What is the rule of 
taxation? 

Mr. SHEFFIELD. The Constitution is the 
rule. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have already stated that 
the Constitution limits our powers, and I say it 
again. I hope the amendment will not be adopted 
for another reason, which grows out of the pro- 


tionment according to the ratio of representation. 
The gentleman does not cure the difficulty at all 
by his amendment. It is no matter what the rel- 
ative disproportion may be between the taxable 
} 
the State of Kansas. There stands the irrevocable 
limitation of the Constitution that all direct taxa- 
tion shall be apportioned among the several States; 
not according to their weal, but according to 
their representation and population. So the gen- 
tleman’s amendment will not cure the difficulty, 
and I hope that it will not be adopted. 

The question was taken on Mr. Suerrrevp’s 
amendment to the amendment;and it was rejected. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I move,proforma, to strike 
out the last two words of the amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I have been amused in listening 


We know that in quiet times it would require the 
deliberation of the House of Representatives for 
at least two weeks to mature an equitable system 
of direct taxation. Yet, sir, while that is so, we 


sir, at the fastidiousness of some gentlemen on the 
other side, as to the propriety of using the word 
**slave.’’ Let me tell those gentlemen that if they 
will turn to the statute-books of the United States 
of the days of Washington, Adams, Monroe, and 
Madison, they will find that whenever a system 
of direct taxation has been necessarily resorted to, 
Congress has imposed a tax upon slaves, using 
the word **slaves.’’ It is one of the compromises 
of the Constitution, that it provides for the repre- 
sentation of slaves. ‘Theexpression ‘ slaves”? is 


It has again and again been urged that if this tax 
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Let me tell this House that you must revise your 


| tariff. Your tariff now is an exclusive one; but 





is to be imposed, let the burden equally be borne 


square up to this question, whether there exists 
slave property in the southwestern States or not. 
It is time enough to discuss the slavery question 
when we have settled the great trouble thatis now 
upon us, and which has, toa great extent, been 


Now, sir, allow me to say a single word to the 


The gentleman does not design that this bill shall 
take effect, if I understand it, until after the Ist 
of January. I have not been able to obtaina copy 
of the bill; and I ask the gentleman from Penn- 


Mr. STEVENS. There is a provision in the 





ress. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. If you are to have no 
Officers to collect the tax until that time, why pro- 
pose to provide for the tax now? Leave the mat- 
ter to the next Congress, when a bill on this sub- 


which shall do equal justice to all parts of the 

Pall be found 
necessary to resort to the system of direct taxa- 
tion, let it be done. Butl hope it will not be ne- 
cessary; for I hope that our difficulties will be 


| brought to an end before we meet again. But if | 
| direct taxation must come, let us take sufficient | 


time to properly mature a bill, and not take up 





will require at least two weeks to mature a satis- 
factory bill. I perceive thatif this controversy | 


that it is a new experiment in the history of the || goes on, there must be an increase of taxation. 


if you will regulate it so as to make it a revenue 
one, you can get more money than you can col- 
lect under this system of direct taxation. Take 
up this subject next session, but notnow. You 
have a tariff bill, as | understand it, that is pro- 
hibitory upon articles which almost the entire 
country consume. In a time of war, like the 
present, you cannot get people to enter into the 
consumption of the luxurtes of life. They will do 
without them. If we want to raise a revenue, you 
must resort to atax upon the necessaries of life; 
and from that source you can get a larger rey- 
enue than can be derived from direct taxes. We 
may, by a proper revision of the tariff, entirely 
supersede the necessity of passing a direct tax 
bill at all. It has not been so revised as to sub- 
ject to taxation articles which were free; and every 
gentleman knows that if the bill is properly re- 
vised, you will get more money than by direct 
taxation, after having paid the expenses of the 
collection. Lam old enough to remember the op- 
erations of two direct tax bills. Thesystem is an 
odious and oppressive one, and Jess profitable 
than any system of taxation that you can adopt. 
| Under it more frauds will be committed than you 
| will find even in your custom-houses. 

[Here the hammer fell.) 

Mr. BURNETT obtained the floor. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Has my time expired? 

The CHAIRMAN. It has. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Well, then, I yield to my 
colleague, who has had no chance this session. 

Mr. BURNETT. My colleague takes occa- 
sion to say that I have had no chance to speak 
this session. In response to that, [ will say that 
my colleague has hada great many chances which, 
as old as he is, he may have occasion to regret 
years before he is called to his final home. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE, The gentleman is not my 
confessor. 

Mr. BURNETT. I should be sorry to be the 
confessor of an old man who has so many polit- 
ical sins to answer for. 

My colleague says he is afraid that the system 
of direct taxation must be resorted to. Is there 
aman here who does not know that it must be 
resorted to? Is there a man who has watched the 
proceedings of this House, who dees not know 
the necessity for it? Why isit? The chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means proposed, 
in a bill, this morning, to raise the interest upon 
Treasury notes to nine percent. The nation must 
pay it. You cannot negotiate this $250,000,000 





” 


in the market, unless you raise the rate of interest. 
These notes may go far below par, and it may be 
impossible to bring them into the currency of the 
country. That is one of the modes proposed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means for the pur- 
pose of increasing the credit of the nation to en- 
able it to meet these heavy liabilities. Pennsyl- 
| vania does not intend to follow out the wise 
suggestion of my venerable colleague [Mr. Wick- 
LIFFE] to revise the Morfill tariff, and make ita 
revenue measure, because that State mean to 
stand tothe price stipulgted for its allegiance to the 
Republican party last Bit—that the tariff should 
be revised for the benefit of Pennsylvania. The 
contract has been complied with on her part, and 
she means that the bond shall be stood up to. 
When the tariff was revised, it was intended that 
the duty upon iron should be prohibitory, when 
we know that, if the duty had been diminished, 
| our revenue would be very considerably increased. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I rise toa point 





of order. The gentleman is not discussing, pro 
or con, the amendment pending before the com- 
mittee, 
Mr. BURNETT. It is very singular that the 
gentleman did not make that point upon my col- 
league. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. This bill has been made a special 
| order; and, under the rules, debate must be con- 
fined to the amendment before the committee. 
| Mr. WICKLIFFE. I beg pardon if I was 
| out of order. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would have 
| arrested the remarks of the senior member from 
Kentucky if the point of order had been made 
upon him. 
Mr. BURNETT. My venerable colleague 
seemed to think I had not had a chance to say 
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anything; and he now sees that I have no fair 
chance. But let that pass. I will now confine 
my remarks to the horses of my colleague. [A 
voice. Withdrawn.] No, sir; I reckon he will 
wait until | get through betore he takes them off 
the track. 

If we are to have direct taxation to meet the 
heavy liabilities of this Government, let it come 
now. You cannot sustain the credit of the Gov- 
ernment unless you provide the means of paying 
the interest on the public debt; and you must pro- 
vide those means before you can negotiate the 
bonds of the Government. Hence I say, that || 
though Lam opposed to this bill and shall vote |! 
against it, if we are to have direct taxation—if it 
is inevitable and unaveidable—by passing this bill | 
you insure the capitalists of the country that the 
interest upon this enormous debt of hundreds of 
millions of dollars will be met. And it is abso- 
lutely necessary that you should provide these 
means; otherwise your credit will be gone. 

The only thing which astonishes me Is, that men 
who have been voting these enormous expendi- 
tures are so touchy when they are called upon to 
provide the means of meeting the interest upon 
this debt. If I had voted for these measures, I 
assure you I have nerve enough, and backbone 
enough, to vote for measures to provide the means 
of paying the interest. Men stand up here and 
proclaim their love of country; that they are Union | 
men; that they mean to prosecute this war to a 
speedy termination; and yet, when it comes to 

@he matter of providing the means to pay the in- 
terest upon the public debt, they become tender- 
footed, and dare not take the requisite steps. 

{Elere the hammer fell.] 

‘The amendment to the amendment was not 
acreed to. ° | 
Mr. EDWARDS. I move toamend the amend- 
ment by adding thereto, after the word ** slaves,”’ 
the words * stocks in manufacturing corpora- 

tions.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, I have not exactly offered the 
amendment for the purpose of making a speech, 
but rather to indicate what I believe would be the 
wisest course to adopt. The committee propose | 
to add, after the word ** buildings,’’ the words | 
‘fand slaves.’? Now I suppose that amendment 


THE 


| for such a purpose. 
|| there is.a great deal of unemployed capital in this 
country which can be induced to take the bonds | 
Lam in | 
favor of issuing Treasury notes at such a rate of | 
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Island—that it be assessed upon all the taxable 
property in the country according to the laws reg- 
ulating taxation in the several States. 

| Llere the hammer fell.} 

Mr. DUNN. } 
pose the amendment of the gentleman from New 
Hampshire, but I oppose the whole policy of this 
bill. I donot think the necessities of the country 
require the adoption of this measure. I agree in 
the view of this subject taken by the distinguished 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Wick wirre,] 


that we should not undertake to impose a system | 


of direct taxation upon the people without having 
the subject more fully and maturely considered. 
If I thought it was necessary, in order to sustain 
the Government in its present efforts, that we 
should resort to direct taxation, no member of 
this House would more cheerfully give his vote 
for that measure; and I am satisfied no member 


| has a constituency who would more cheerfully 


respond to any taxation that might be necessary 
But, sir, I am satisfied that 
or Treasury notes of the Government. 


interest as will cafe them to be taken and held 
by the people as a popular loan. Let us appeal 


| to the people to sustain the Government with 


money as wellas men. If you put those notes 


| at low rates of interest, they go at once to the 


| thereby absorbed. 


custom-liouse, and the revenue of the country is 


the policy of issuing notes bearing a good rate of 
interest. Lam not afraid but that we can getalong 


|| in some way until the next session of Congress 


| without a resort to direct taxation. 


is seriously proposed, because it comes from the || 
Committee of Ways and Means, and therefore it || 


is entitled to consideration. I think that perhaps 
they have proposed that amendment on the ground 
that it is necessary under the Constitution. Ido 
not so understand it; andif Lam mistaken, I shall 
be very glad to be corrected, because I believe it 
is unwise to insert those words, unless it be a con- 
sututional necessity. ‘The Constitution requires 
that all direct taxes shall be apportioned among 
the several States according to representation— 
that is, upon the whole number of free persons 
and three fifths of all persons held to service—not | 
meaning to be precisely correct in my statement. 
Well, sir, when we have by this bill proposed 
to raise a direct tax,and have apportioned itamong 
the States according to that rule, I think that that 
provision of the Constitution is satisfied. [believe, 
sir, from the little consideration that | have been 
able to give to this subjectat this time—for Lagree | 
with the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Wicx- 
LiFFE] that we are travelling post haste where our 
road is not perfectly clear—I say, from the little 
consideration I have been able to give to the sub- | 
ject at this ime, I believe that when that provis- | 
ion of the Constitution has been satisfied by ap- 
portioning the whole sum to be raised among the 
States, on the principle which the Constitation 
lays down, this Congress may then assess that 
tax upon whatever property they shall think | 
proper within the limits of the United States. I 
believe they are not limited to real estate or to any 
articular species of personal estate, but that they 
have the power—and I see no limitation upon it 
in the Constitution—to assess it upon such prop- 
erty as they shall think the public good requires. | 
Now, sir, if that is so, then there 1s no necessity | 
for them to include in this assessment the term | 
**slaves.’’? They may assess it upon all real estate; 
they may assess it upon all personal estate if they 
please; but unless there is some necessity for it, 
1 am opposed to the introduction of the word. I 
am also opposed to assessing this tax upon all the 
real estate of the country. I hope that an amend- 


ment will be adopted to this bill something like || or we must fail to a it altogether. 


that suggested by the gentleman from Rhode || be impossible, at t 


When this Congress adjourned at the close of 
the last term, we did so without making any 
provision whatever for the exigencies which so 
speedily came upon the country. We made no 
provision for raising an Army; and yet, scarcely 
had the telegraphic wires carried to the extremes 
of this country, the fact that our Government was 


in danger before hundreds of thousands of patriotic | 
Our State | 


soldiers volunteered for its defense. 
Governments promptly furnished money, and 
when we met here at the commencement of this 
session we had an Army of two hundred and fifty 
thousand soldiers in the field. And so it will be 


|| again. If it shall be found before the next meeting 
of Congress that the Government is in need of | 
|| funds or men, the States will step forward with 
| their means, their credit, and their men. 


I am 


| not afraid that our Government will not be sus- 


tained. It lives in the hearts of the American 


people, and cannot be overthrown by any such | 


wicked rebellion as now disturbs its peace. More- 


over I think we are rushing into measures more | 


| under the influence of recent events than is wise 


| States, by every person and corporation avbo shall have a | 


or proper. I do not believe, because our forces 


have recently met with a temporary check in their | 
course, this Government is to lose its credit. | 


There has been a sort of stampede in the money 
market as wellas inthe Army; but when we shall 


have had time to survey the field of battle and it | 
|| is found that the disaster has been greatly exag- 
| gerated, we will find the public confidence will be || 


restored, and the Government will have no seri- 
ous difficulty in borrowingmoney. Atthe proper 
time I shall vote fora postponement of this whole 
subject until the next session of Congress. 

The question was taken on the amendment to 
the amendment; and it was disagreed to, 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. I offer the following 
as an amendment to the amendment: 


That from and after the Ist day of October, 1861, there 
shall be levied, collected, and paid, throughout the United 


gross annual income, from any source whatever, exceed- 
ing dollars, the tax following, on such income, to wit: 
ten per ceut. on such income. 





Mr. Chairman, the committee is now engaged 
in the consideration of the most important finan- 


‘ 


cial measure that has ever come before Congress. | 
| It is utterly impossible, as we must all perceive, | 


to mature In this House, as it is now organized, 
and under the circumstances in which we are le- 
gislating, a measure of such exceeding magnitude. 


We must either take this measure very much as | 


it comes from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
It would 





Mr. Chairman, I not only op- | 


It is with a view of avoiding || 
this very difficulty of direct taxation that I favor | 


1is session, to effect any im- | 


K. 
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|| portant changes in the bill as reported by the 
committee, 
|| lLoffer thisamendment for the purpose of bring- 
ing to the attention of the ggmmittee this propo- 
sition: that no financial alias will be sustained 
ultimately and permanently, as a war measure, 
by the country, which does not have as its basis 
an equitable ee of the burdens of tax- 
ation upon all the inter ts of the country accord- 
ing to their relative and respective ability to pay 
the enormous taxes which mustbe Impose d. And, 
sir, permit me to say to the committee that, in 
in order to apportion this burden equitably, you 
must exclude from your bill as much as you can 
| of what is technically called ‘direct taxation;’’ 
| because all taxes assessed as direct taxation must, 
| as we all know, be assessed in proportion to pop- 
ulation; and that, by the necessity of the case, is 
most unjust, because it will fall heavily upon all 
States where land is in a greater ratio to popula- 
tion than it is in other States. 

It will be recollected that, so strong has been 
this feeling of the inequality of direct taxation, it 
has been resorted to but two or three times in the 
history of the country. So unjust has this prin- 
ciple of assessing taxes on the numerical strength 

| of the respective States appeared that that has 
been seized upon by the courts of the country as 
a reason for so construing the term ‘ directtaxes’”’ 
as to limit it as far as possible. And gentlemen 
need not apprehend that the courts of the country 
| will go any further than they have already gone 
in enlarging the range of what is denominated 
“direct taxation.”? It was under the impression 
| of the inequality of the rule that the Supreme 
Courtcame to the conclusion that they would limit 
it to lands; and you will so find it stated in the 
opinions of the learned judges. ‘That principle 
was the result of a compromise in our Constitu- 
tion; and this House must, if it acts in the spirit 
of the Constitution, and of the decisions made 
under it, limit, so far as it justly can, this direct 
taxation, and so impose it indirectly as thatit shall 
operate equally onall the States. My amendment 
is proposed, not for the purpose of enabling me 
to make these remarks, but for the purpose of 
bringing the committee to this idea: that an income 
tax assessed on the revenues of each individual 
| or corporation in the country is the nearest ap 
| proximate that can possibly be made, at least at 
this session, to a just and fair apportionment of 
the taxes among the people. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. It appears to 
me, Mr. Chairman, that the committee has lost 
|| sight of the fact that there ts a provision in this 
bill which will obviate almost entirely the whole 
of the objections yet urged against it. That is the 
proviso in the thirty-ninth section, which permits 
any State to assume its quota of the tax, and levy 
it, of course, In any manner that it deems fit or 
| proper. In my judgment, there are very few 
States in this Union that will ngt avail themselves 
of this proviso. Why, then, discuss the injurious 
effects of levying a ditect tax according to num- 
bers and according to the Constitution? We can- 
not levy itin any other way; that is the only way 
provided for direct taxation. If the people of any 
State desire to tax corporations, | have no doubt 
they willdoit. Thatis a matter of detail, which 
will be, practically, in the end, as the inhabitants 
of each State shall desire. 

Now another point in reference to this matter, 
| The bill does not go into operation until after a 
| reasonable time being given to the State to give 
this notice. Consequently, none of this machin- 
ery, so far as direct taxation is concerned, will be 
| put in motion ull after that time has elapsed. 
3ut, Mr. Chairman, it is essential, if we would 
raise these troops, that seem to come up as if by 
magic from all the loyal States of the Union, that 
| we shall be able to pay our soldiers the money 

that becomes due, and pay them in coin. We 
| should give some assurance that we will do this. 
It was for that reason that I did not vote, this 
morning, to reduce the denomination of ‘Treasury 
notes, nor to increase the rate of interest, and | was 
opposed to any such amendments. I believe that 
if we can furnish capitalists with a substantial 
basis of assurance that their interest is to be paid, 
we can get money enough; otherwise we cannot. 
Capital is proverbially timid. We cannot get 
money by waving our wand; we cannot get it 
by merely asking for it. We must furnish a solid 
and substantial security. 
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Now in regard to our tariff. Itis certainly pre- 
posterous to suppose that, even with the last bill 
we have passed, we can get anything like enough 


os _— ——_— 


penses, and pay thé™interest on the debt which 
already exists, and on that which we propose to 
contract. Wecannotexpect to get under the tariff 
law of March, 1861, and on that which the House 
has passed thissession ,nf@te than from $45,000,000 
to $50,000,000. ‘There is a gap between that and 
690,000,000 which must be filled. We must sup- 
ply means tothe Treasury to thatextent. Thegen- 
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. Wick irre] seems 
to think that we have not imposed taxes on arti- 
cles in the free list. The gentleman, if he will look 
at the bill passed the other day, will find that we 
have imposed taxes on the necessaries of life, such 
as tea, coffee, and sugar—on tea to nearly fifty per 
cent. of its value; on ordinary qualities of coffee 
to an equal amount, and on sugar to thirty-three 
and a third or forty percent. Certainly the gen- 
tleman could not ask higher rates than that on the 
necessaries of life. 

But Ido not want to go into a discussion of the 
tariff, because | know it would be out of order; 
but with all the means that we can get from any 
tariff, it will be still necessary to supply other 
means. Now I should be perfectly willing to have 
an income tax levied. I believe it would be the 
most justand equitable. But I know that we have 
not time at this session to mature an income tax 
bill unless we propose to continue the session at 
leasta month longer. It is a new idea with us 
to have an income tax. Itis a matter of consider- 
able detail; but I have no doubt that it will, in 
the end, be adopted as it would be most just, and 
undoubtedly the most popular, if any tax can be 
popular. But now, for this emergency, it is ne- 
cessary that we have something. | trust that the 
House will not shirk the responsibility, but will 
pass this bill, or something as good; and if, at 
the next session, an income tax or anything else 
shall be thought more expedient, this bill can be 
amended in such manner as Congress shall deem 
wise and proper. 

The amendmentto the amendment was rejected. 


. MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


The committee rose informally; and the Speaker | 


having resumed the chair, a message was received 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Nicoxay, his Private Secretary, notifying the 
House that he had approved and signed bills and 
a joint resolution of the following titles: 


An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- | 


ury to remit fines and penalties in certain cases; 

An act for the relief of certain musicians and 
soldiers stationed in Fort Sumter, in South Car- 
olina; 

An act making additional appropriations for 
sundry civil expenses of the Government for the 
year ending 30th June, 1862, and appropriations 
of arrearages for tlfe year ending 30th June, 1861; 

An act in relation to forwarding soldiers’ letters; 

An act for the relief of the Ohio and other 
volunteers; and 

A joint resolution authorizing the appointment 
of examiners to examine a steam floating battery 
at Hoboken, New Jersey. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Patron, one of its clerks, notifying the 
House that the Senate had disagreed to the amend- 
ments of the House to the bill to provide for the 
construction of one or more armored ships, and 
for other purposes. 


ADDITIONAL REVENUE BILL——AGAIN. 

The committee resumed its session. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I movetoamend 
by adding, after the word ‘* slaves,’’ in the fourth 
line, the words ‘‘ bonds and mortgages on real 
estate, railroad stocks, and bank stocks.’’ I am 
opposed to this bill in any form in which I have 
much hope it will go from the committee into the 
House for a vote. I am opposed to a gigantic 
scheme of this sort, for laying with inconsiderate 
haste, upon the States of this Union, a direct an- 
nual tax of $50,000,000. Such, in substance, is 
this bill. lam opposed to a scheme attempting 











to do it by imposing so enormous a burden chiefly | 
upon the rural districts, upon agricultural prop- || 
erty, excluding entirely from its operation the || 
immense active and dormant capital which falls, {| fore this bill puts in motion Federal machinery; ! 


} 


to carry on the eer pay its ordinary ex- 1] 


TH 








| 
| 
| 





| 
| 


| have heard from the distinguished gentleman from 


| objection which 1 now make; but I hope to be | 


| section, that it does no such thing. 


| a tax shall be imposed; not on 
| this, if need be, of $50,000,000 shall be voted—one | 


| in the future as she has done in the past. For 
| ten years past, as the figures show, New York | 


alacrity and assume her one seventh of this sum, 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


. ~ ¥ J uly 25. 


not under the designation of real estate, or land, || but the provision is one of which my State can 


but belongs to the personal property of the coun- 

try. I protest against taxing farms until every- | 
thing else is taxed. A farmer who makes four || 
ver cent. from his farm does well. Why should 
ce be visited with taxes which others escape? I 


Vermont, [Mr. Morritx,} and from others, that | 
the thirty-ninth section of the bill answers the | 


able to show to this committee when we reach that 
I rise now, 
however, for another purpose. I desire to employ 
my five minutes without being led to comment on 
this much talked of thirty-ninth section. 

In declaring against this measure I want to be 
quite sure, in justice to myself and to the people 
| represent, that no man fastens upon me a false 
issue; that no one shall be able to suspect that I 
am unwilling or unready to vote any necessary 
tax, even to the uttermost. No, sir, Iam ready 
to vote all the money needed to throttle rebellion, 
to trample to death shia painted lizard called seces- 
sion, and to punish this great experiment of per- 
fidy so severely that never again will its like be 
attempted on this continent during the lifetime of 
the human race. 

I am entirely ready to vette any tax, to-day 
or any day, requisite to the earliest and most 
complete attainment of the nation’s purpose. ‘The 
great State which I have the honor in part to rep- 
resent upon this floor is nneey ready that such 

y that a tax like | 


nil 





seventh of which falls upon her—but ready to do 


has furnished to the Government ninety-five per 
cent. of all the loans and accommodations the 
Government has received. She can and she will 
continue to do so. She has already sent sixty 
thousand soldiers to the field to fight the battles | 
of the Union; and I pledge her to advance with 


or of an untold sum, which may be required of 
her. But, sir, as was said yesterday, this bill, 
in addition to raising the money said to be needed 
by the Government ina nenthil andl unjust man- 
ner, raises up an army of office-holders. It pro- 
vides machinery cumbrous and unnecessarily ex- 
pensive. It provides oppressive modes of assess- 
ment and collection, which will have the effect to 
a | upon New York, and every other loyal State, 
a heavy burden, falling most severely upon those 
utterly unable to bear it. It will deprive every 


State of the power to collect this tax by the mode || 
known to its laws, out of all property taxable || 


Within its jurisdiction. . It will supersede entirely 
the old-fashioned, economical system of laying 
and collecting taxes which our people are accus- 
tomed to a approve of, and puts in its place a | 
systerh more unendurable than the tax itself. 

Mr. Chairman, how much of the five minutes 
is left? 

The CHAIRMAN. One minute. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Well, sir, I 
want to say many other things in relation to this 
bill in that minute; but I must content myself 
with a general remark. After the committe rose 
on yesterday, | read through the seventy-four 
pages and eighty-two sections of this bill, and 
read them with greateare. I read also the act of 
1813, and again the act of 1815; the act by which 
$6,000,000 were raised by direct taxation; one of 
which acts, I think, was drawn by the late Mr. 
Gallatin. After having thus prepared myself, as 
far as time has allowed, to vote intelligently upon 


committee that it is rife with grave and obvious 
errors. 

I should like, in illustration just here, to say, 
but I will postpone it until a future moment, some- 
thing in reference to this thirty-ninth section, 
which is said to have so much healing on its 
wings; something which it concerns my colleagues 
to know, if not the other members of the House. 
Some gentlemen seem to suppose the section gives 
to the State of New York the right of commuta- || 
tion, and of raising the money by her own inter- | 
nal machinery, unmolested by Federal instru- |, 
mentalities. Sir, that section may be of some || 
avail to accomplish that purpose in some of the || 





the bill now before us, I venture to assure the 
} 





other States in which the Legislatures meet be- t 


avail herself for the first year at least, only to an 
extent which is substantially no extentat all, It 
is like the right to shear the wolf—the fleece is not 


| worth the shearing; but I will examine this matter 


presently when we reach the proper stage. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CALVERT. I understand that it is not 
in order to offer an additional amendment at this 
time; but, by way of opposition to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York, | will read 
an amendment which I shail propose whenever 
it shall be in order. I desire to strike out, in the 
third line, from the word ‘all,’ to the word 
‘“‘ which’’ jn the fourth line, and to insert: ** reg} 
and personal property of every description what- 
ever.’’ I think the gentleman is perfectly correct 
in one aspect of the case. I believe that this tax 
is intended, in its whole object, to be imposed upon 
the agricultural interest of the country. Now, 
sir, gentlemen arise in their places here, and say 
the Constitution prohibits the imposition of taxes 
upon —— except land; and yet in this very 
billthey have inserted personal property of various 
descriptions. 

Mr. BINGHAM. If the gentleman refers to 
a statement made by me, he is mistaken in what 
I said. 

Mr. CALVERT. There is nothing remarka- 
ble in that; for it is impossible to hear what any 
gentieman says. 

Mr. BINGHAM. What I said was simply 
this: that by the particular modeof taxation pro# 
vided in the first section of the bill—by direct 
taxation—it would not be competent for Congress, 
by the universal construction put upon the Con- 
stitution, to impose a tax upon money or upon 
incomes; but I said that by the mode prescribed 
in another portion of the bill, it would be com- 
petent to tax money, incomes, and mortgages. 

Mr. CALVERT. Then I trust this House will 
provide the mode by which alk species of prop- 
erty may be taxed. I am one of those who came 
here prepared to sanction, by my vote, every- 
thing necessary to carry on this war; and I want 
no species of property protected. I want the 
taxes laid upon land, upon negroes, and upon 


‘every other species of property; and I want it to 


fall alike upon every species of property. There 
is no use in gentlemen getting tender-footed upon 
this subject. It is absolutely necessary that a 
bill for direct taxation should pass this Congress. 
All mere temporary measures, such as the author- 
izing of the issuance of.'Treasury notes at nine 
er cent., are worse than useless; and I regret that 
| was not here this morning to vote against that 
measure. I want to meet the question in its stern 
reality, and to present it to the country in that 
light. You cannot deceive the capitalists of the 
country. Do you suppose those who have money 
to lend are not watching the proceedings of this 
House, and that they do not see that we are hes- 
itating to incur the odium of inaugurating a sys- 
tem of direct taxation? Sir, I care nothing about 
the odium of the measure. If itis just, let us adopt 
it. It is not half as odious as this revolution; and 
if we intend to put down the revolution, we must 
adopt such means as will enable the Government 
to provide the men and money to meet the emer- 
gency. I say to the House that without the 
chance of remodeling the old tariff of duties on 
imports it is impossible to adopt any measure for 
raising the revenue required to meet the wants of 
the Government except the resort to direct tax- 
ation. 

When gentlemen tell me of the odiousness of 
this system of taxation, I say to them that in 
Masytast it is a system that is not new to us. 
That State has been saddled by an enormous debt, 
and as the only honest and honorable method of 
meeting her liabilities, she has resorted to direct 
taxation; and under that system she has, year by 

ear, reduced the debt, until there is little of it 
loft. I see nothing odious in the system; but I 


| want to see it made equal, by making it applica- 


ble to every species of property in the country. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Roscoe 
Conk.ine was disagreed to. 

Mr. CALVERT. I now propose the amend- 
ment I have suggested; to strike out after the 
word *‘all,’’in the third line of the section, to the 
word ** which,’’ in the fourth line, and insert In 
lieu thereof the words ‘‘all real and personal 
property of every kind.” 
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